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Moſt Reverend Father ia G0 D, 


WILLIAM, 


Lord Archbiſhop of CANTERBURY, 


My Lonp, 


is. ESIDES ſeveral Dil- 
2& courſes, under the 
of Free-Giſts, 
which I have preſen- 
ted to you, as well 


np =Y . 


2 
wo” LS 


heretofore Dedicated to Your Great 
| Name, 


28 te others of the Clergy - 1 have 


* 


wv The Dedication. 


Name, a Latin Diſſeftation, Be Pontij 
Pilati Epiſtols ad Tiberium circa Res 
Jeſa Chriſti geſtas; which, though it 
is but a little one, was, [ preſume, 
no leis acceptable to You, than a 
Volume of the largeſt Size, 


The Reaſon that I dedicated that 
Diſſertation to you, was not, be- 
cauſe of your high Station in the 
Church, nor in Hopes of Rewards 
and Preferments, which are the com- 
mon Motives to Dedications; but 
becaule of your ſingular Skill in 
Antiquity, and confequently of Your 
Ability to pals a uue Judgment 
on it. 


For the ſame Reaſon I now Dedi- 
cate this Diſcourſe ro Your Lord- 
ſhip, and appeal to Your nice 
Judgment, whether J have aſſumed 
to my lelt the Office of a Modera- 
tor in a Contioverly, which 1 


Tube Dedicatim. v 


am not able to conduct and de- 


The Growth of Infidelity within 
theſe Kingdoms, can't but be a 
Grief to your elf, as well as to all 
other good Chriſtians: And the De- 
fires and Endeavovrs of the Clergy 


to pur a Stop to it, are commen- 


dable, but how unſucceſsful. they 
have hitherto been, Experience does 
demonſtrate; Nay, what is moſt la- 
mentable, thoſe very Treatiſes which 
are ſincerely meant for the Defence 
of Chriſtianity, are unfortunately 
tured to its Diſadvantage by our 
Ad verſaries, who are always pick- 
ing up one | Thing or other out 
of them, with which they inlult the 
Authors, and wound our Religion to 
the Quick. 85 


The Author of the Diſcourſe of the 
Grounds, &c. is one of thele our 
b Adver- 


vj The Dedication. 
Adverſaries, to whom (elſus and 
Torphyry, for Subtilty and Learning 
are not to be compared. By his 
writing againſt the Prophecies of 
the Old Teltament, he ſtrikes home 
at the Mesſtabſhip of our Jeſus; and 
he has ſo diſturb'd the Clergy with this 
double Game of litera] and allego- 
rical [nterpretationss, that they know 
not where to have him, nor upon 
what Principle to oppole him, be- 
cauſe of the unhappy Conlequenees 
that follow on them. 


Such is your Lordſhips great 
Leaming, and Zeal for the Me/- 
ſtabſhip of our Jeſus, that was you 
not hinder d by other weighty At- 
tairs, for the Good of the Publick, 
| believe you would appear a Cham- 
pion in this Cauſe, and perform 
much better againſt the Adverſary, 
than any of our Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ters at preſent have done. ; 

N 


The Dedication lis 


lt was but by Chance, my Lord, 
that read the Diſcou ſe of the 
Grounds, & c. many Months aſter 
its Publication, or I ſhould have 
wrote ſuch an Anſwer to it, upon 
the Rationality, Authority and An- 
tiquity of the allegorical Interpre- 
tatioa of the Scriptures, as ſhould 
have ſtopp'd the Mouth of iu Au- 
thor; or at leaſt have pur him to 
greater Shifts and Subterfuges than 
he has done the Clergy; Bur ſince 
others are before-hand with me in. 
their Oppoſicions ta him, | will now 
only interpoſe as a Moderator; and 
if the Clergy ate not williul and head- 
ſtrong to their Ruin and Dilho- 
nour, I will help them our of the 
Briars and Thorns of this Contro- 
verſy. 


The ſeveral Writers of the litele 
Pamphlets, that - appear'd fuſt againſt 
| . the 


vj Tbe Dedication. 

the Adverſary, are ſuch Triflers, that 
believe he diſpiſes them to the 
laſt Degree; but they took Care, 
ſome of them, to found a Trum- 
per of the Fame of the Work of 
the Biſhop of Litchfield, that was 
coming after them, to the utter 
Overthrow and Confutation of the 
Adverſary. Ii | 


Many Months has the Preſs been 
Pregnant with this Biſhop's Work, 
of which ſhe is at laſt deliverd, 
but whether to the Joy of the 
Church and Clergy, is more than | 
can tell. 18 


Though I knew nothing of the 
Fame of the Biſhop of Litchfield, be- 
fore the Talk of this expected 
mountainous Production; yet I 

ave into the common Opinion of 
is Learning and Abilities, and 
hoped that he, being a Man of = 

I on Ow e 


Tie Dedication, 7 


Ale Hand, as one ſays, would 
have knocked down the Adverſary at 
once, and ſo have rendcr'd the La- 
bours and Studies of others, this Way, 
for the future, Needlels. 


It was with Impatience, that 1 
my ſelf waited for the coming forth 
of this Biſhops Book, which I hear- 
ing of his Skill in old Authors, hoped 
might have ſaved me this Trouble, 
which, whether I have now un- 


neceſſarily taken upon my ſelf, your 
Lordſhip is to judge. 


Whether you will think that 1 
have acted the Part of a fair —4 
rator in all Points, is more than | 


can gueſs: But you cant ſuſpe& me 
of Diſaffetion ro the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, or of Inclination to Infideli- 


* 
— — — — 


a Mr. Newcome, in the Dedic ation of his Sermon 
to Dr. | Snape. 
ty 


made up: And if you ſhould think 


x The Dedication. 


ty; neither can you, I humbly con- 
ceive, find any Fault in me, unleſs 


you, as a Lover of the Church of 


England, and of her Clergy, may 
think I ſometimes handle them with 
too much Severity, and paſs ſuch 
Reflections upon them for Ignorance, 
Sloth and Apoſtacy, as might be better 
ſpared. | | 


That I have no natural Averſion 
to the Clergy, is notorious, Your 
Lordſhip ſees I have been educated 
amongſt them; and | had contract- 
ed ſuch a Love for their Order and 
Function, that I thought was unalte- 


rable. It is my Misfortune, as well 


as their Fault, that there is a Breach 
between us, which is not to be 


me too warm, and ſometimes even 
fired with Indignation, againſt ſome 
of chem, there ate thole, ſuch as 
the preſent Dean of Glouceſter, and 
„ 1 


Tbe Dedicatiow. Xj 
others, who, in my Vindication, can 
account for it. 


But paſſing by all Conſiderations 
of the unhappy Difference between 
my ſelf and the Clergy, the Que- 
ſtion is, Whether 1 am an able and 
fit Moderator of this Controverly ; 
which cannot be determined, but 
upon the Authority of the Ancients, 
particularly of the Fathers of the 
Church. The Clergy at this Day 
would be thought Learned; but 
their Ignorance of the primitive 
Writings, is and will be their Re- 
proach. Excepting your Lordſhip, 
and perhaps One or Two more, the 
Clergy in general are ſuch Strangers 
to the Fathers, that they have no 
knowledge nor Conception of what 
they treat of. The true old Chri- 
ſtian Religion 1 believe, will ariſe 
to Life again, out of the Primitive 
Church, to the Surptize and Diſap- 

e pointment 
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xi) The Dedication. 

pointment of modern Profeſſors: 
n the mean Time, without Vanity, 
or begging Your Lordſhip's good 
Word, I dare lay, you will give it 


- as your Opinion, that for Uſe of, and 


Converſation with the Fathers, there 
is not an Equal to, 


My LORD 
Your L ordſhip's 
Moſt Humble, 
AND 
Devoted $ avant, 
London, Feb. 10. 


I 725. 


Tho. Woolſton. 
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THE 


MODERATOR 


BETWEEN AN 


| Infidel and an As. ſtate, &c. 


— 


Have endeavoured, to the ut 
| molt of my Puwer, to engage 
the Clergy in a Controverſy 
on this Queſtion, Whether the 
git Hireling Prieſts of this Age, who 
wi re all Miniſters of the. Letter, 
be not Worſhippers of the Apoca- 
Iyptical BEasT, and Miniſters 
of ANTIiCHRisT ? But all the Pcrſuufions I 
have given them in the ſeveral Free-Gifts, or 
Challenges. I have publiſh'd to that Purpoſe, are 
as yet ine ffectual; and | have not been able to 
get one Opponent, unleſs I muſt except the Country- 
Curate, Who indeed is a conſiderable W-;rer, hut 
has as ſtrenuouſly attack d me, as any dignified 
B Prieſt 


122 

Prieſt can; but for all that, I am allow'd to ſet 

him aſide as No Body; it being agreed between 

us, that he is not to be acconnted a potent Ad- 
verſ:ry, till he has farther proved the allegorical 
way of interpreting the Scriptures to be an old 

Error of the Jews, Apoſttes, and Fathers of the 

Church; and alſo the Reaſonableneſs of an Hire- 

lung brieſthud, which } believe will be long firſt. 

I have been repeatedly indeed threaten d, with 
an Anſwer, from Mr. Alen, the Rector of Ketter- 
[i | ing in Northamptonſhire, who takes it heinouſiy, as 
Wi it appears by his Letters to me, that | ſhonld ſay 
[ in my Fourth Free- Gift, hel] hardly publiſh any 
iff Thing againſt me before Latter Lammas; but, 

! no:withſtarding his Reſentments, I believe, 1 
* muſt adjourn my Expectations of his A-ſwer till 
that Time. 

Being then diſappointed of a Controverſy, in 
which I ſhould have taken abundance of Pleaſure, 
if any of the learned Clergy had vouchſafed me 
bi! their Oppoſition on the Queſtion propos'd, I take 
i Leave to interpoſe, and act the Part of a Modera- 
| tor in another, between the Author of the Grounds 
Wi and Reaſons of the Chriſſ ian Religion, on the one 
is | Hand, who is look'd on as an Infidel; and the ſes 
it veral Eccleſiaſtical Writers agninſt him, on the other, 
| whom I account Apoſtates. And I would not dare 
to intermeddle in this Controverſy, if I did not 
know my ſelf of Capacity and Abilities to conduct 
and determine it; being, without Vanity, Maſter 
of all that Learning, that is requiſite for one in the 
Chair of a Moderator in it. And I promiſe both 
Parties to do them Juſtice in a fair Repreſentation 
of their Reaſonings and Argumentations. Nei- 
ther can | be ſuſpected of Partiality to either Side; 
for I have written more in Defence of Chriſtiani- 
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ty, than to be ſuſpected, by the Clergy, as 2 Fa- 
vourer of the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. and on 
the other Hand, I have more freely uſed the (ler- 
gy in my Wrivings, than to be excepted againſt 
by that Author, as an improper Judge and Mode: a- 
tor between them. Therefore, without any more 
Preface, the Matter in Debate between theſe Two 
contending Parties, may be thus truly ſtated, un- 
der this Queition. : 

Whether the Law of Moſes, and the Prophets are- 
not entirely typical and prophetical of Chriſt and his 
Church; and it be net impoſſible to prove the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, or the Meſliahſhip of our Jeſus, any o- 
therwiſe than by ſhowing how he does and will fulfil the 
Prophecies of him in the Old Teſtament? 

The Author of the Diſcourſe of the Grounds, &C. 
holds, or rather ſeems to hold the Affirmative of 
this Queſtion ; and produces ſeveral Teſtimonies 
and Arguments from the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
{tles, and other Authors, to ſhow, that the 4fir- 
mative of it ought to be maintain'd ; but, becauſe 
he diſcerns not any Harmony between the New 
and Old Teſtament, nor how our Jeſus has, either 
in a literal or allegortcal Senſe, fulfill d the Types 
and Prophecies that are commonly apply'd to him; 
he thereupon excepting againſt any other Argu- 
ments of Jeſus's M . ſſiahſhip drawn from his Mira- 
cles, doth ſlyly inſinuate, that the Proofs of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity are not valid, 

| believe the Author of rhe Diſcourſe, &c. can't 
diſlike this ſhort Repreſentation of the Deſign of 
bis Book, much leſs can he find Fault with the 
State of the Queſtion above, which, if he pleaſe . 
to write more openly againſt Chriſtianity, will 
give him more Scope to make his ObjeQions 


to it, 
B 2 On 
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On the other Hand, the Clergy, who are Wri- 
ters againſt the Diſcourſe of the Grounds, &c. and 
zealous Advocates for the Truth of their Religi- 
on, ſeem diſtreſs'd and perplex'd about a proper 
Aniwer to be given to it. They earneſtly con- 
tend for Types and Prophecies in the O14 Tefta- 
ment, which our jeſus has falfilld in the New, 
tho' they know not how to adapt the Antitype 
to the Type: And they are particularly zealous 
forthe Truth of thoſe Prophecies that are cited 
in the Evangeliſts ; which, whether the Author of 
the Diſcourſe, &c. underſtand the Pertinency of 
them, or not, to our Jeſus, onght to be taken 
on the Word of thoſe inſpired Writers, for true 
Prophecies, and right Completions. But after 
all, they will not allow Chriltianity to be alone 
founded on the Old Teſtæment; cr the Meſſial- 
ſhip of Jcſis on his Completion of the Prophecies 
that went before of him; but inſiſt on other Ar- 
gumenis of his Meſfſiahſhip, drawn from the 
Excellency of his Doctrine, and Power of his 
Miracles; which, whether with or without Prc- 
phecy, are ſufficient Grounds for his Divine Au- 
thority, as they ſay, and for our Faith in him. 

This alſo is a ſhort Repreſentation of the An- 
ſwers, the Clergy have made to the foreſaid Diſ- 
Courſe of the Grounds, &c. and is as faithful a one 
as can be drawn up in the Compaſs of fo few 
Words, I am perſuaded the Writers ot them 
will approve of this Repreſentation; neither can 
they ſay 1 have unfairly ſtated the Queſtion in 
Deb ite between them. oy 

| come now, by the Leave of theſe Combatants, 
to interpoſe, and freely. to deliver my Opinion 
vpon the Queſtion in Diſpute; which is this, 
That the Aſfirmativg of it ought; to be As 
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yy Chriſtians, otherwiſe it will be impoſſible to 
indicate the Trush of Chriſtianity, or to prove 
bur Jeſus to be the true Meſſiah, This my Opini- 
pn can't but pleaſe the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
Rc, For if it is not poſſible to prove the Scrip- 
ures of the Old Teſtament to conſiſt entirely of 
Prophecies of the New, and that our Jeſus does, 
and will tulfil al) that is written in the Law and 
the Prophets; then 1 give an Advantage to his 
Objection, and the Truth of Chriſtianity muſt be 
yielded up to Jews and Jrfidels. On the other 
Hand, the Clexgy can't be offended with this my 
Opinion, if the Affirmative of the Queſtion may 
be clearly and evidently proved and made out ; 
becauſe Chriſtianity thereby will be cſtabliſh'd on 
its ſure Foundation; the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&c. will be beaten with his own Sword and Prin- 
ciples; and the Church of Chriſt will triumph o- 
ver all her Fnemies, 

Acting the Part of a Moderator, I am not now 
to take in Hand any Portion of the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament, and to ſhow how it is 
Prophetical, and how our Jeſus has fulfilPd it; 
but at preſent am only to lay before you my Rea- 
ſons for this my Opinion in the Queſtion in De. 
bate, and then to exhort the Clergy on the one 
Side, for the Honour of Jeſus's Meſſiabſhip, and 
the Truth of his Religion, to adhere to, and il- 
luſt rate the Affirmative of it: And on the other 
Side, to excite the Author of the Diſcourſe,” &c. 
who has rightly and cloſely attack'd Chriſtianity, 
to pam in his Objection, and with the like Artz 
au 1 to improve it, *till the Clergy have 
either clearly proved Jeſus's Meſſiahſhip from ma- 
nifeſt Completion of Prophecies ; or given up his 
Religion ta Jews and Infidels. 


Now 
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Now the Reaſons for my Opinion, and for my 
holding the Affirmative of the Queſtion, as above 
ſtated, are theſe Four. ; | 


I. Becauſe Jeſus himſelf plainly and expreſly 
enough ſignifies, that the Law and the Prophets 
conſiſted of Types and Prophecies of him, and 
that he came for the Completion of all that was 
written in them; therefore it muſt be incumbent 
on Chriſtians to prove intelligibly, how he does 


and will fulfil them accordingly ; or they ought to 


ive him up for a Deceiver, a vain Pretender, and a 
lſe M. ſſiah. 5 


Il. Becauſe the ancient Jews believed the Law 
and the Prophets to be typical and ee of 
the Life, Reign and Kingdom of the expected 
Meſſiah, and how He would fulfil all that was 
written in them; therefore it behoves Chriſtians 
to prove, that our Jeſus does fulfil the Writings 
of Moſes and the Prophets accordingly ; or they 
can't evince him to be the Meſſias againſt the 
Jems, nor expect their Converſion to Chriſt lanity, 
it they inſiſt on their old Principles and Opi- 
nions. | f 


III. Begauſe the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 
Church do hold the Old Teſtament to be prophe- 
tical of the New, and that our Jeſus, under the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, did and would fulfil 
all that was written in the Law and the Prophets, 
which too they mightily labour'd to prove: Con- 
Tequently it is the Duty of Chriſtians to perſiſt 
in, and endeavour to clear up that Proof, or give 
up the Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church for 
Sons of Error, Believers in a falſe Meſſias, or at, 

; 8 leaſt, 


71 
teaſt, for Entertainers of wrong Conceptions 
concerning our Jeſs. 


IV. Becauſe no other Arguments (whether 
taken from the Excellency of his Doctrine, or 
Power of his Miracles) are of any Validity to 

rove the Divine Authority and Meſſiahſhip of 
Teas, if this from Prophecy, in the firſt Place, 
be not made manifeſt, and evidently clear'd up. 


Theſe are the Reaſons why I hold the Af. 
firmative of the Queſtion in Diſpute, and why 
| think Chriſtians ought to maintain it. If [ 
make it manifeſt that theſe Reaſons are good 
ones, then 1 have no more to do, than to ani- 
mate and encourage the Clergy, and the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. to proceed in, and proſe- 
cute the Controverſy between them with Warmrh - 
and Vigor, till the one has overthrown Chri- 
ſtianity, or the other eſtabliſh'd it on its ſure 
Fourdation of the Law and the Prophets, 
And I will do the Part of a fair Moderator 
between them; J will aſſiſt the one in his Op. 
poſition to Chriſtianity, and the other in their 
Defence of it: Neither will | be at all Partial, 
excepting in that, as a Bellcver in the 
Meſſiabſhip of our Jeſm, 1 can't be indifferent a- 
bout the Event of the Controverly. nor uncon- 
cernedly behold the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
with his Wit, Subtilty and Learning, run down 
the Chriſtian Religion; but will, if need be, 
— the Clergy in the way where and how to 

gin their Interpretations of the Types and 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, and will be 
ready at Hand to help them out at any dead 
Lift in this Work. 


I. The 


81 


I. The Firſt Reaſon 3hen why 1 hold, and 
think Chriſtians ought to hold the Affirmative 
of the Queſtion in Diſpute, is, Becauſe Jeſus 
himſelſ plainly and expreſly enough ſignifies, that 
the Law and the Prophets conſiſted of Types and 
Prophecies of him; and that he came for the Com- 
pletion of all that was written in them: Therefore 
it i incumbent on Chriſtians to prove, hom he docs 
and will fulfil them accordingly, or they ought t» 
give him up for a Deceiver, a vain Pretender, 
and 4 Falſe Meſliah. 


And the firſt Text 1 ſhall cite to this Pur- 
poſe, is Matth. v. 17, 18. where Jeſus ſays, 
Think not that I am come to deſtroy the Law and 
the Prophets, I am not come to deſtroy, but to 
fulfil 5, for werily I ſay unto yon, till Heaven and 
Earth paſs, one Jot or one Title ſhall in no wiſe 
paſs from the Law, till all be fulfill d. The plain 
and obvious Senſe of which Words is, that the 
whole Law and the Prophets are Typical and 
Propherical of Jeſus, and that he came to fulfil WW 
every Circumſtance of their Writings: Nei- 
ther is it poſſible, withour Force and Perverſion 
of the Words, to put any other Senſe on them. 
And notwithſtanding ſome Modern Commen- 
tators, not apprehending how the Law and 
the Prophets can be entirely propbetical of 

eſus, have ſtrain'd the Words to a leſs ſigni- 

cant Purpoſe ; yet I appeal to themſelves, whe- 
ther this be not the Senſe they would willingly 
ſubſcribe to, if it could be proved, how our 
Jeſus has fulfilbd the Law and the Prophets 
according to it. The Author of the Diſcourſe, 


& e. 


[9] 


Kc. underſtands this * Text as I do, and refers 


to it for the Service of his Purpoſe, and he is 
much in the right owt; neither does he put 
any other Senſe on it, than what b Origen, © Theo- 
phylact, and other Fathers aſſert and contend for. 


Again, Luke xxiv. 44. Jeſus ſays, Al Things 
muſe be fulfill d, which were written in the Law of 
Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms 
concerning him. What can any one think lefs 
from theſe Words, than that all the Wiitings 
of Moſes and of the Prophets, and of the Hagio- 
graphers, are entirely typical and prophetical of 
7eſw? If in ſome few Paſſages ouly of their 
Writings, there had been Prophecy, as 1s com- 
monly ſuppoſed by Modern Divines, Jeſus 
would ſurely have ſpecified them, or at leaſt 
with ſome Reſtriction have ſaid, that thoſe par- 
ricular Things might be fulfill'd, which are 
here and there, in abrupt . Sentences, ſcatter'd 
and interſpers'd in the Writings of the Old 
Teſtament. But this Text is to be interpreted 
by the above cited, and nothing leis can be 
meant by it, than that all the Writings of 
Moſes and the Prophets, are wholely, and in 
every Part, prophetical of Chriſt and his Church. 
And this is another Text that the Author 4 of 


» — 


—— — — — 
a Page 5. 15. IG: 
d Ego credens verbis domini mei Jeſu Chriftf, in 
Lege & Prophetis jota quidem unum, aut unum Api- 
ce m non puto eſſe Myfteriis vacuum, nec aliquid ho- 
rum traufire poſſe; donec omnia fiant. Hom, in Exod. 
cab. 1, 
© ETangwow r vouuey, Tw]ecw dysrAnears* a Jap 


zue - eauaygatnios, mule oO MN , cen u 
In Loc. 74 rage 7 | : 
the 


6 
the Diſconrſe, &c. cites for the Service of his 
Cauſe, or in Defence of the Affirmative of the 
Queſtion in Diſpute; and it is rightly under- 
ſtood by him, upon the ample Teſtimonies of 


the Fathers, that might be produced to this 
Purpoſe. X 


Again, Feſus ſiys, John v. 46. Had ye believed 
Moſes, ye would have believed me, for he wrote 
.of nie. By which Words we ought to under- 
ſtand, conſiſtently with the Text above cited, 
that Moſes wrote a prophetical and typical Hi- 
ſtory of Chriſt and his Church. It is ridicu- 
lous to imagine, as ſome Commentators do, that 
Je ſus, when he ſaid Moſes wrote of him, only 
pointed at Deuter. xvili. ver. 15, 18. where 
Moſes ſays, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God 
raiſe up unto you, like unto me, as might, be ar- 
gued at Large. However, if any think I put 
too extenſive a Sence upon the Words, 1 can 
tell them, I have the Authority of « St. Au- 
guſtin, e Theophylact, and other Fathers for it; 
and from their Explication of the Text, we are 
to underſtand, that the Five Books of Moſes are 


a Treatiſe of Jeſus and his Church, under Types 
and Figures, | 


Again, our Sayiour exhorts us, John v. 39. 
to ſearch the Scriptures, for in them ye, think ye 
have eteraal Life, and they are they which teſtify 


— 


e Quitque Libri Moſes nihil aliud quam Chriſtum 
prædicant, ſicut ipſe ait, fi erederetis Moyſ, crede- 
retis torſitan & mihi, ile enim de me ſcripſit. 1 
Qui. 64. Diverſ. Queſt. ee” 
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of me. This Text alſo the Author of the Dif- 
courſe, &c. refers to, as a Proof, that Chriſtianity 
is alone founded on the Old Teſtament, and 
that the Meſſiahſhip of Jeſus is only to be prov- 
ed from the Teſtimony of the Prophecy of it. 
And I think ſo of it. For what can be meant 
leſs by this Text, than that the Scriptures of 
the Old Teſtament bear a Teſtimony of Jeſus 
by a Spirit of Prophecy; and that they alone. 
are to be ſearch'd into for a Proof of his being 
the Meſſiah, and Completion of them. 


I fhall quote at preſent no more of the Say- 
ings of our Saviour himſelf to our Purpoſe. 
Any one of theſe Texts do ſufficiently intimate, 


that the Old Teftament conſiſts of Prophecies of 


our Jeſus; but all of them taken together, and 
interpreted one by another, do abundantly ma- 
nifeſt, that Chriſtianity, as the Author of the 


| * Diſcourſe would ſuggeſt, is founded oa the Te- 
ſtimony of the Law and the Prophets; conſe- 


quently if it can't be proved thac our Jeſus. 
does and will fulfil the Types and Predictions 
that are contain'd in them, He 1s to be re- 
jected as a falſe Meſſiah, a Deceiver, and a vain 
Pretender to fulfil Prophecies z which | neither 
He, nor any of his Diſciples, have hitherto 
proved to have ſuch a Relation to him, that 
Jews and Infidels have not made plauſible Ob- 
jections againſt. But. | 


II. The Second Reafon, why i am for holding 
the Affirmative ot the Queſtion above, is, Be- 
cauſe the antient Jews believ'd the Lam and the 
Prophets to be Typical and Prophetical of the Life, 
Reign, and Kingdom of their expected JMeſſrav : 

C3 | Theres 


12 ] 
Therefore it behoves Chriſtians to prove our Jeſus 
to have fulfil”d the Writings of Moſes and the 
Prophets accordingly, or they can't manifeſt hum to 
be the Miſſiah to the Jews, nor expect their Con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity, if they inſiſt on their old 
Principles and Opinions, 


That the ancient Jews held the Law and the 
Prophets to be entirely Typical and Prophetial 
of the Life, Reign and Kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
is plain not only from what h Mr. Meyer, a 
late converted Jew ſays, but from much more, 
which might be collected out of their Writings 
to this Purpoſe, than can be tranſcribed in a 
ſhort Time, As our Saviour ſays, that all Things 


muſt be fulfill d that are written in the Law and 


the Prophets, and in the Pſalms concerning him; 
ſo i Jezirah, the ancient Jew, ſays, that all Things 
of the Law and the Prophets, and the Hagiogra- 
phers, have a prophetical Aſpect to the Wiſ- 
dom of God, by whom they meant the Meſſiah. 
But the Opinion of the Cabaliſts, of Philo Judæus, 
and of the Therapeutes, who were all for the 
myſtical Interpretation of the Law and the 
Prophets, does abundantly ſhew this; for in an 
allegorical and myſtical Senſe, did they believe 


q * 
1 3 4 as a — 


4 


b Omnia ** a Moſe & Prophetis olim%de vero 
Ne ſſia prædicta ſunt, per typos & figuras proponuntur, 


eo quod Omnes Prophetie viſæ ſunt filiis Iſraelis, quaſt 


Aambre & figure, qua poſtremis Temporibus omnes 
& ſinzulæ implebuntur. De Chriſti Generat. p. 145. & 
175. x 
i Omnia que commemorata in Lege, in Prophetis 
& Hagiographis alludunt ad ſapientiam, Oc. apud 
Rittangel. p. 55. ; _ 


: ; * 


Mt 
the Meſſiah would fulfil them, which was the 
Reaſon that they apply'd Ine to that 


Study againſt his Coming. u as ys, 
that not one Jot, nor one Jittleß an ſhall 
paſs, till all be fulfilfd ;, ſo the ancien Jews k he- 
lie ved there was not one Word, nor ſo much as 
a Letter of the Law, that was not myſterious, 
.and would not receive its tration in the 
Days of Meſſiah. And this Imyltical or pro- 
phetical Interpretation of the Law, which the 
Jews delighted in, they j received, as was ſup- 
poſed, by Tradition from Afoſes who was 
taught it of God, and deli verd. - Elders; 
which is probable, not only at m Ori- 


gen anden St. Hilary intimate of Moſes's under- 


{tanding the prophetical Meaning of his own 
Writingsz and of his inſtructing the FAders in 
it; but becauſe he had a Viſion upon the Mount 
with God, of the Pattern, or grand Exemplar 
of all Things he wrote of; which Archerypal 


— — — — — 


* 


k Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Jews, p. 189. 

| Ale verant Judei, Deam Moſi primum Legem 
ſcriptam tradidiſſe, atque hanc poſtea in longo illo 
Dierum 40 {patio quo in monte apud ſe agebat Moles, 
expoſuiffe, ita ut ſingulorum Prœdeptorum genuin um 


fenſum, Cauſas & fines, tum Rationen quoque eadem 


adimplendi, illi accurate declararet. Vagtraſ. Tol- 
ig ea, p. 580. 2 475 

m Perſpicuum eſt Moſem mentis acie Leꝑis verifas 
tem, Hiſtoriarumque apud ſe (criptarum Allegorias jux- 
ta Anagogen vidiſſe. In Johan, Tom. 6. | 
n Nam idem Moſes, quamvis Veteris Teſtzmenti 
Verba in Litteris condidiſſet, tamen ſe peratim que 
dam ex occultis Legis feeretiora myfteria ſeptuaginta 
ſenioribus, qui Dotteres deinceps mayerent, intima- 
Nerat. 1 J.. 2. Ser, 2. * a : 
& a Fi ; » 


Pacer 
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Pattern of all Things was, in the Opinion of 
the JewsgApritles, and Fathers of the Church, 
no othe g he Spiritual and Prophetical 
Meanin m of the Things he wrote a 
typical and figurative Story of. And beſides all 
this, I have a Demonſtration in Hand, to be 
produced upon Occaſion, that Moſes both un- 
derſtood himſelfgthe myſtical Meaning of his 
Law, and imparfed it to others, or the ancient 
Fews could never have hit ſo luckily on ſuch 
propheticgllnterpretations as they did, in Re- 
lation to ie, and as our Jeſus fulſilbd 
them, if dot recciv'd, them by Inſpi- 
ration from Gadpor by Tradition from Aoſes. 


But what's remarkable, the Seventy Interpreters, 
who, in the Opinion of the ny were o Cabaliſts, 
held all Things of the Law and the Prophets to 
be Prophetical of the Meſſiah; which, if my 

ord is not to be taken for't at preſent, will in 
Time be demonſtrated. And this is the Reaſon 


that they, being skill d in the myſtical and pro- 


Phetical Interpretation of the Scriptures, adhe- 
red not to the Letter in their Tranſlations, but, 
P as St. Hilary, 4 St. Auguſtin, and © St. Jerome 


b : Baſnage's Hiſtory. of the Jews, Book III. Cap, 10. 
ect. 15. | 

p Hi itaque ſeniores Libros ſuos transferentes & ſpi- 
ritalem ſecundum Moſis T raditionem occultarum Cog- 
nitioa um ſcientiam adepti, ambigua Lingus Hebraicæ 
dicta & varia quzdam ex ſe nunciantia, fſecundum vir- 
tutes Rerum, certis & propriis verdorum ſignificationi- 
bus teauſtulerunt, Do&rine ſcientia multimodam illum 


fermonum Intelligentiam temperantes. I H. 2. Sect. 2. 


Non Iaterptetationis ſervitute ſed Prophetiæ Au- 
doritate. J. Quzſft. 169. ia Pemtateuch, | 
Septuaginta Iaterptetibus ſenſum potius quam ven 
bum de verbo exprim'ntibus. A Epiſt. ad Datraſ. 4 

| 4} 


[ 15] 
ay, like Expoſitors more than Tranſlators, had re- 


zard to the Spiritual Signification, vn Mor to 


he Words of the Text; expreſſing Muy Pro- 
dhecies more clearly, in the Opinion" of the * 


jews, than was done in 1 ew. I 
where the Hebrew and Greek ret eit 
y to differ, they both, as St. Jerome and v St. 
\uguftin intimate, are, for all that, of Divine Au- 
hority, and will receive a true Senſe and Com- 
þI:tion under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. 
hich Opinion of the Fathers, will account for © 
he Multitude of Differences between the Hebrew 
and the Greek Text; will untie that Knot, which 
has puzzled the Divines of theſe laſt Ages, and 
reſtore the Verſion of the LXX to that Authori-. 
y, with which it was entcrtain'd by the Jews and 


7 hriſtians, who both look*d on it as of Divine 
0 Winſpiration z and by the Providence of God fo or- 
al ler'd for the Preparation of the World for the 


Reception of the Meſſiah. I could my ſelf give 
ſome Inſtances of a ſeemingly wide Difference be- 


* Mitwcen the Greek and Hebrew Text, and ſhow 
-* Whow both have their true Senſe and Completion; 
t. but this would take me too far out of my way at 
"© Wprcſent. However, all this is worthy of Con- 
„ {Wiidcration, and may ſerve not only as an Anſwer 
to the furious and injudicious * Cavils of Dr. 
1 s Baſnage's Hiſtor, A. r 2 

* * Multum LXX. Editio ab Hebraica veritate diſcor- 


r- dat, ſed utraque habet ſuum lenſum. L Feremiam. 
Fr Cap. 2, ho, s | 


m v Merito enim creduatur LXX Interpretes accepiſſe 

: propheticum ſpiriy t fi quid cjus Auctoritate mu- 

14 carent, atque We am erat, quod interprebautus 
dicerent, neque 


e—divinitus dicum dubitatetur. 


85 De Civit Dei, Lib. X 3 K * 
w Diſcſe of ils 68, Pa 179, 180, mag 
; | Bight» 


_ EF 
Lightfoot and Dr. Hare, and others, againſt the 
Verſion of the LXX 3 but may prevent Mr. Whj- 


ſton's Troſhle of giving us a more corrupt, in- 


ſtead of à more correct Bible. For the Hebrew | 


Text is no mr be a pt, than the Verſion of 
the LXX 16 Kae l erroneous. The Light of 
the Spirit of Prophecy, when it ſhall ſhine up- 
on the Old Teſtament, will diſſipate all Miſts 
of Obſcurities, Difficulties and Differences of 
both Hebrew and Greet Text. If there be ſome 
Corruptions.crept into both Texts, which is not 
improbable by the Frequency of Tranſcriptions, 
and other Means, yet the Art of Interpretati- 
on of Oracles, in the Times of the Spiritual 
Meſſiah, or Divine Logos of the Law and Pro- 


phets, of whoſe Office it is to ſolve : Ambigu- 
ties, Cc. will rectify and ſet all ſtrait. For the 


ſame Providence of God, who gave forth the 
Divine Oracles, and ſuperintended their Tranſlati- 
on into Greek, has gnarded, and ſince watch'd 
over them, againſt all but uh Corruptions, that 
at the Light of the Divine Logos will vaniſh, as 
docs the Darkneſs of the Night at the Riſing 
Sun. 


Taking it then for granted, (without more 
Multiplication of Teſtimonies, which would ſwell 
this Diſcourſe to too great a Bulk) that the anci- 
ent Jews believed the Law and the Prophets to be 
Typical and Prophetical of the Life aud King- 
dom of their Meſſias; 1 ſhall gow only (for a 
particular End in View) giye you one of their 
Opinions concerning him; As it was their con- 
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& See ths Diſcourſe of the Mer, p. 38, 76. 


ſtant 


171 
ſtant traditional Senſe, that the Prophecy of Deut. 
xviii. 15, 18, 19. referr'd to the Meſſias; ſo they 
concluded from it, that He would be a Prophet 
like unto Moſes in all, and every Part of his Oe- 
conomy. Dr. Allix y relates this to have been 
their Opinion, and how nothing was done by 
Moſes, in the Deliverance of the Iſraelites, that 
would not be done over again by the Meſſiah, for 
the Redemption of his People. Simeon Joachides, 
r the famous Cabaliſt, was certainly of this Opini- 
on. Chriſtianus Meyer, a late Jewiſh Convert to 
Chriſtianity, ſays, ® it is moſt notorious, that all 
the more learned Jews held, that Moſes, the firſt 
Saviour of Vrael, was in his whole Life, and in 
all .his Works, but a Type and Figure of the 
Meſſias, who was to be the laſt Redeemer. St. 


5 Jerome, who had better Opportunities to know 
; the Opinions of the ancient Fews, than any Mo- 
. dern Writers have, ſays, Þ that they expected un- 


der their Meſſias, a Deliverance like to the old 
Egyptian one; and that like as Pharoah and his 
; Armies, who were for keeping the Iſraelites in 
Bondage, were overthrown in the Red Sea; fo 
the Romans, who in like Manner oppreſs'd them 


* — 


1 Judgment of the Fewiſb Church, p. 22. | 
* Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Jews, Book IV. Ch. 26. + 
* Dofioribus inter Judæos notiſſimum eſt quod 


9 qui primus fuit Salvator Iſraelis, etiam in omni 
Vita & operibus ſuis fuerit Typus & Figura ultimi Re- 
demptoris. De Gen. Chriſti. p. 47 

b Judzi veteres expectabant ſimilem Egyptiacæ Li- 
berationem ut ſcilicet Pharoah & omnis ejus Exercitus, 
| ut per 430 Annos Populum dei captivum tenuit, in 

ati Rubro ſubmerſus eſt: ſic etiam Romani, qui eo- 
dem Annorum Numero Judzos poſſeſſuri, ultione Do- 
mini deleantur. I Joelis, Cap. 3. 


˖ D again, 


| [18] 
again, would he likewiſe deſtroy'd too, Whicti 
Opinion is to be met with repeatedly in Pirke 
Elzezer, © who plainly intimates, that God would 
again deliver his People from under the Empire 
of Rome, as he had done before out of Egypr. 
The Inference that I make from all this is, that 
the only way of proving againſt the Jews, the 
AMeſſiahſiup of our Jeſus, is from-his Completion of 
the Prophecies that went before of him. If the 
Truth of his Goſpel can't be demonſtrated by its 
Harmouy to the Law of Moſes; and the Divine 
Authority of the New Teſtament, by its Correſ- 
pondence to the Old, we muſt give up the Cauſe 
of Chriſtianity to them. It is abſurd and unrea- 
onable to expect the Converſion of the Jews, or 
heir Belief of our Jeſus's being the Meſſiah pro- 
miſed under the Lai, if we can't ſhow how He 
is, in their Opinion of the Scriptures, the End 
and Completion of them. What if the Jews, or 
the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. or any one elſe, 
like a Celſus, in the Name of the Fews, ſhould 
take up the Objection againſt ns, and ſay, © It 
ce was the Opinion of all our Anceſtors, that the 
c Law and the Prophets were entirely Typical 
& and Propherical of the Kingdom of the Mefſi- 
« ah, to which Opinion we adhere; and there- 
* fore ſince it does not appear that your Jeſus, 
&« either in a literal or allegorical Senſe, fulfilPd 
te ail, or any of their Prophecies, we reje& him, 
ce and perſiſt in our Unbelief, till you have clear- 
** ly proved to our Uuderſtandings, how he 


c Merito ſanguinis Paſcha tis liberavi vos ex Agyp- 


to, merito quoque illius liberaturus ſum Vos Cub figem 
Reg ni quarti, Cap- 29. 


« Was 


BD TC. 


9 


191 


« was the Completion of them. Your Jeſus, 
ce indeed, like a true Meſſias, pretended to come 
&« to fulfil all Things that were written in the 
* Law and the Prophets concerning bim; bug 
© for as much as he made it not out, how 
ce he fulfill'd them, He is but the greater De- 
« ceiver for that vain Pretence. And you the 
ce Diſciples of your falſe Meſſiah, have, through 
Fall Ages of your Church, been talking of 
„Types and Prophecies of him; but it is in 
* ſuch a dark, odſcure and confuſed Manner, 
c that no Man of Senſe can diſcern the Relati- 
* on of the Antitype to the Type, or of the Com- 
« pletion to the Prophecy, Neither is there ſo 
«© much as one of the ſeveral ſcattered Prophe- 
6 cies that you pick up here and there out of 
*© the Scriptures, which, as apply'd to your Je- 


'« ſus, we can't make juſt Exception againſt. 


& Nay, thoſe very few abrupt prophetical Sen- 
& tences, that are cited and referr'd to. by your 
« Evangeliſts, are liable to Objection; and a- 
* mong your ſelves do you cavil ; and are divi- 
ce ded about the Propriety, Authority, and Ap- 
ce plication of them. Moreover, It was ancient- 
« Jy and is ſtill our 9 Opinion, that God in the 
% Days of the Meſlias would ſo reveal himſelf, the 
„Veil of the Letter of the Law and the Prophets 
ce being done away, that we ſhould ſee him Face to 


— 1 


— 


d Quod ſe Deus (ſub Meſfa) ira Iſraelitis revela- 
bit, ut eum de facie ad faciem videre pelint, ut ſcris 
bitur, & revelabitur Gloria Domini, & videbit omnis 
Caro pariter, quod Os Dominft locutum eft, immo om- 
nes in Populo Iſrael Prophetas redder, uti dicitur, & 

=—_ — de 2 wy ſuper omnem Carnem, 
Apuda Buxtorf. Hiag · Judaic. Cap. 50. 

: D 2 2 Face, 


[ 20 ] 
& Face, when all the true Iſraelites would fee Viſions 
„ and be endued with the Spirit of Prophecy: But 
& this is ſo far from coming to paſs under your 
& Feſus, and pretended Meſſias, that not only 
« we Jews perſiſt in our disbelief, but Chriſtians 
© themſelves, for want of this Viſion, turn Infi- 
« dels. Being preſs'd with this Objection againſt 
ce the Meſſiahſhip of your Jeſus, you fly, for- 
« ſpoth, for Refuge to the Power of his Mira» 
ce cles, which has nothing to do in this Contro- 
& verſy. Though Miracles beſpeak a ſuperna- 
4e tural Power, yet a Man may be nothing the 
© more a Meſſiah for them; which upon the 
«© Teſtimony of Moſes, and of your Jeſus, may 


*© be wrought by a falſe, as well as by a true 


« Prophet. If the Meſſiab is to be proved by his 


* Miracles, it muſt be by ſuch Signs and Won-, 


« ders that Moſes before wrought for the Delive- 
“ rance of God's People, or he is not the Pro- 
6 phet like Moſes, according to the Opinion and 
4“ Tradition of jour Fore-fathers. Our Anceſtors 
indeed did ſeem to believe, that the Meſſiah 
© was to be born about the Time your Feſus was, 
e and then to deliver his People from Roman 
cc Servitude, after the Manner that Moſes deli. 
& ver'd the Jſ/raelizes of old from egyptian Bon- 


10 dage. If your Jeſns had been ſuch a Saviour 
Re 


" deemer of his Church, as was Moſes, 
de by the like Signs and Wonders, we muſt have 
& believ'd in him. But ſince no ſuch Prophet and 
„ Redeemer, as was Moſes, did then ariſe, we 
& adjourn our Expectat ions of the Meſſinh, till 
te toward the latter End of the dix © Thouſand 


e See Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Jews, Book IV 
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& Years of the Creation, when it is hoped he 
ec will come and manifeſt himſelf b a plain 
& Completion, and clear Illuſtration of the Pro- 
& phecies concerning him. In the mean Time 
« we abſolutely reject your Jeſus for a falſe Meſ- 
& ſſah, becauſe he is no Fulfiller of the Law and 
« the Prophets, in the Senſe of our Forefathers 
ee neither is he a Prophet like Moſes, in mighty 
« Signs and Wonders, notwithſtanding that the 
Fathers of your Church did often ſo ſpeak of 
e him. 


This is a potent Objection, and I know not 
how to anſwer it, but by ſhewing how our Je- 
ſus has fulfilbd, and will fulfil the Types and Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament concerning him. 
This we muſt do, or yield up our Religion to 
the Jews. It is Nonſenſe to talk of the Excellen- 
cy of Chriſt's Doctrine, and of the Power of his 
Miracles, if the Jews infiſt upon a Proof of his 
Meſſiabſhip from Prophecy, Therefore I look 
upon it as a good Reaſon, why the Affirmative of 
the Queſtion in Debate ought to be maintain'd 
becauſe the ancient Jews believ'd the Law and the | 
Prophets to be Typical and Prophetical of the Life, 
Reign and Kingdom of the Meſſiah, conſequently 
Chriſtians are to prove their Jeſus to have fulfill'd 
the Lam and the Prophets accordingly, or they can't 
evince him to be the Meſſiah to the Jews, nor ex- 
pect their Converſion to Chriſtianity, if they inſiſt on 
their old Principles, and make the Objection afore- 
ſaid. But what adds yet more Force to this 
Reaſon, is the 


Ul. Third Reaſon, why the Affirmative of 
the Queſtion in Debate, ought to be defended 


by 
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by Chriſtians ; and that is, becauſe the Apoſtles 
and Fathers of the Church, being of the ſame 
Opinion with the .Jews above, believd the Old 
Teſtament to be prophetical entirely of the New; 
and that our Jeſus, under the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel. did and would fulfil all Things that were 
written in the Law and the Prophets, which they 
labour'd to prove for their Time: Therefore it be- 
hoves Chriſtians to perſiſt in, and clear up that 
Proof, or give up their Apoſtles and Fathers of the 
Church for Sons of Error, Believers in a falſe 
Meſſiah, or at leaſt for Entertainers of wrong 
Conceptions concerning our Feſus, | 


There was a wonderful Harmony of Opi- 
nion between the old Jews and the Apoſtles 
and Fathers of the Church, about the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament, and the way 
of Interpretation of them. As the one look'd 
on thoſe Holy Writings to be prophetical 
of a Meſſiah to come; ſo the other no leſs 
eſteem'd them as Prophecies of our Jeſus, whom 
they believ'd to be the expected Meſſiah, and 
Fulfiller of them. And the Chriſtians as well 
as the Jews, agreed in the myſtical and al- 
legorical Interpretation of the Law and the 
Prophets, as the only way to find out the 
prophetical Senſe and Impletion of them. And 
both admitted of the Maxim f of St. Paul, 
that all Things had happened to their Forefathers 
in Types ad Figures, The Difference then, 
as the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 8 rightly ob- 
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ſetves, between the Primitive Chriſtians and 
the Jews, lay not in different Opinions about 
the Oracles of the Old Teſtament, nor ahour 
the way of Interpretation of them, but in 
the Application of the Prophecies to_our Jeſus; 
which the unbelieving Jews not apprehending, 
the Fathers of the Church endeavour'd more 
and more to illuſtrate to their, Underſtandings 
in order to the Converſion of them. 


That the Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church, 
held all the Writings of Agoſes and the Pro- 
phets to be, in a myſtical Senſe, prophetical 
of Jeſus and his Goſpel, is a Thing fo noto- 
rious, that there wonld be no Necd to bring 
Proofs of it, if the Apoſtacy of the' Age we 
live in, the Clergy's Ignorance of the Fathers, 
and their Perverſion of Apoſtolical Expreſſions 
to a contrary and moſt uncouth Senſe, did not 
make it neceſſary, What can St. Paul mean, 
when he ſays, Heb. x. 1. The Law is a, Svadow 
of good Things to come, and not the very Image 
of the Things; and when he ſpeaks of a Veil 
upon Mens Hearts, 2 Cor. iii. 14, 15. in the Rea- 
ding of the Old Teſtament, which Veil is done away 
in Chriſt; when, ſpeaking of the Jſraclites De- 
liverance out of Egypt, 1 Cor. x. 1, 2. &c. and 
of their Peregrinations in the Wilderneſs, of 
the Manna they eat, and the Water of 
the Rock they drank, of their Idolatry, Mur- 
murings, and Temptations, &c. he ſays, Ap 
theſe Things are our Types, happend to them for 
Enſamples, and are written for our Admonition; 
and when, ſpeaking of the Tabernacle Moſes 
made, Heb. vili. 5. he doth intimate, that all 
Things of it were made after the Evangelical 

| ER 
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Patern ſhewn to him in the Mount ; and when, 
ſpeaking: of the Jewih Aeats and Drinks, and 
Holidays, New Moons, and Sabbarh Days, Col. li, 
16, 17. he ſays, They were a Shadow of Things 
to come, and the Body of the Law was of Chriſt ; 
and when, ſpeaking of the Prieſthood under the 
Law with their Gifts and Sarrifices, Heb. viii. 
4, F. he ſays, they ſery'd but as Types and 
Shadows of an Evangelical Prieſthood, who are 
Miniſters of the Now Teſtament, 2. Cor. iii. 6. 
not of th: Letter of the Law, but of the Spirit 
of it? What, | ſay, cou'd St. Paul mean by 
theſe, and many more ſuch like Paſſages in his 
Epiſtles, but that he look'd upon the whole 
Law and the Prophets to be typical and pro- 
phetical of the Goſpel of our Feſus 3 and that 
the New Teſtament conſiſted in the Spiritual 


Interpretation, Completion, and Revelation of 


the Old ? There is no one would queſtion this 
to have been St, Paul's Meaning, if ſich an 
Harmony, as he intimates, between the Law 
and the Goſpel, the Old and New Teſtament 
could be made clear to the Underſtanding of 
Man. And though Commentators, now-a-Days 
for want of ſueh a viſible Harmony between 
the Two Teſtaments, which they are not ap- 
prehenſive of, do put à different Gloſs on St. 
Paul's Expreſſions above; yet the great Mr. 
Dodell h was of Opinion that ſuch Apoſtoli- 
cal Reaſonings imply'd, That all Things recor- 
ded of the Iſarelites in the Old Teſtament, were 
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Type and Prophecy of what would come to paſs uns 
der the New. And our preſent moſt Reve- 
rend and Learned Archbiſbop of Canterbury is of 
Opinion, that ſuch Citations out of St. Paul, 
are a ſufficient i Vindication or Apology for the 
allegorical Interpretation of the Law and the 
Prophets. Whereupon, to do the Auther of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. Juſtice, we muſt own, he right- 
ly inferrd* from ſuch like Apoſtolical Paſſages 
above, that Chriſtianity is founded on the Ju- 
daiſm of the Old Teſtament, which is my ſtically 
to be expounded for the Proof of it. 


But whatever may be the Opigion of the 
Generality of Commentators of this Age, on the 
foreſaid Apoſtolical Texts, which they almoſt 
altogether put another Conſtruction upon, than 
what the preſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Mr. 
Dodwel, the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. and 
my ſelſ underſtand them in; yet the Fathers of 
the Church had the ſame Notion of them which 
we haye, and which the Words at firſt Sight 
ſeem to hear. I have before hinted that the 
Fathers thought of the Sayings of our Saviour, 
above _— „ as how they concluded from 
them, that no leſs could be underſtood, than 
that the Law and the Prophets were entirely 
typical and propherical of himſelf, and his 
Church. The like Opinion they had of theſe 
Apoſtolical Expreſſions before us. It is fre- 
quently, very frequently, that they, ſuch as 
Origen, St. A:guſtin, St. Jerome, St. Coril of Alex- 
andria, and others, in their myſtical and allego- 
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rical, that is, prophetical Expoſitions of the 
0¹⁴ Teſtament, do refer to one or other of the 
foreſaid Paſſages in St. Paul, as their Authori- 
ty and Juſtification of their Endeavours my- 
ſtically to interpret. He muſt be very ignoant, 
and an abſolute Stranger to the Fathers, who 
knows not this: And was 1 to go about 
to collect Paſſuges iu the Fathers to 
prove it; | know not when, for their great 
Numbers I ſhould come to an End of them. 

And in ſhort, the Opinion of the Fathers 
for the Old Teftament's conliſting entirely of 
Types and Prophecies of our Jeſus, and his 
Church, under the New, is ſo univerſal, that 
to produce ample Authorities out of their 
Wri ings ro this Purpoſe, would be an Af- 
front to the Learning of the Age, and re- 
flect . the greateſt Shame upon the Clergy for 
Ignorance of any Thing, except one, and 
that ie, their litteral Expoſitions of the Scriptures, 
contrary to the manifeſt and manifold Declara- 
tions, Prohibitions, Exhortations, Cautions and 
Adinonitions of the Fathers, who would give 
them ſufficient Aſſiſtance and Light for the 
allegorical and prophetical Interpretation of 


the Old Teſtament, from the Beginning to the 
End of it. 


What x Juſtin Marty ſays of the Law of 
Aloſes, that it confiſts of Types, Symbols, 
and Declarations of Things to come under 
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our Jeſus 4 and what St. Jerome | ſays of the 
Prophers, (whether they write of Ehe 
Babylon, Meab, Aumon, &c.) that all in a 
ſpiritual and figurative Senſe will be fulfilPd, 
or tranſacted again under the Diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel; and what St. Auguſtin ® ſays 
of the whole Jewiſh Adminiſtration's being 
Propheey of Chriſt, ahd his Church, was 
the conſtant, common, and invariable Opinion 
of the Primitive Chriſtians for many Ages. 


Taking this then for granted, which no Man 
with the leaſt Shadow of Authority can deny, 
that the Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church 
believed the Old Teſtament to be entirely 
prophetical of the New; 1 ſhall now only 
ſpeak to one Opinion of the Apoſtles and 
Fathers of the Church concerning our Jefwa, 
in which they exactly -agreed with the an- 
cient Jews, concerning their expected Meſſiar. 
As it was the Opinion. of the Jews, that 
the Prophecy of Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 19. re- 
ferr'd to the Meſſiah, ſo it was the Opte 
nion of the Fathers, that- it pointed at our 
Jeſus: Neither have any of the Church 
univerſal, before Calvin, Grotiu, and Stilling- 
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ſunt omnia: & ſic JJudea: & Jeruſalem, Babylon & 
bilifthim, Moab & Damaſcus, &gyptus & Deſcrium 
are, Idumza & Arabia, ac Vallis Viſionis & ad ex- 
tremum Tyrus & Viſio quadrupedum, intelligenda 
ſunt. In Prolog. in Jai, Comment. 
m Judaice Reiptthlice tota Adminiftrato Prophe ia 


I Poſt Hiſtoriæ Veritatem From, accipienda 


et illius Regis Venturi, & Civitatem c#leticm ex om- 


nibus Gentibus condituri. De Conſens. Evan, + Lib. I. 
Seck. 17, 


E 2 fleet, 
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ſuppoſed it could aim at 2 
or Succeſſion of Prophets. As the 
as you may fee 
above, believed the Aeſſia would be a Pro- 
phet like to Moſes, in every Part of his 


"ny other 


fleet, 


Prophet, 
Jews from that Prophecy, 


Oeconomy , ſo the Fathers of the Church, 


as appears from v Euſebjus, and others, thought 
our Tefſus' was, or would be in all Points 
like to him. As the Jews held their Meſſias 
would be a Saviour, like Moſes, in the Work 
of the like S gns, Wonders, and Judgments, 
for the Deliverance of his People from Gen- 
tile Oppreſſion; ſo the Fathers, as appears 
from o Ireneus, p Origen, 4 Hilary, and otders, 
taught that our Jeſus wrought, like Moſes, 
ſuch Signs and Wonders for the Redemption 
of his Church. As , Jex rab, the ancient Jew 
ſays, rhe Meſſizs would conduct his People 
through a Spiritual Sea, of which the Red-Sea 
was a Figure ;, ſo St. Paul intimates, 1 Cor. x. 1+ 
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o Univerſa enim quz ex AXzypto profed io fiebat 
Populi a Deo Typus & Image fuir, Profectionis Ec- 
cleſiæ, quæ erat ſututa ex Gentibns. Lib- IV. c. 30. 

p Vid. Comment. in Exod, 

q Ea quæ Libro Exodi inſcripta ſunt, Fgypti Pla- 
gz, Pharaonis Pæna ſecundum Apoſtolum, umbra ſunt 
futurorum quæ in Lege geſta fuerunt, allegorume na 
ſuat, non negligenter audienda, quia ſub cor poralium 
geſtorum fide in Exemplum fint ſpiritualium Operum 
conftituta. In NH. 134, Sed. 1. . 

r In prima Redemptione in hoc Mari mater iali; in 
Redemptione ultima is Mari Legis ſpirituali, Aud 
Rinangel, p. 44. 7 
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that that Sea which the Iſraelites paſs'd through, 
was but a Type of a Spiritual one, that the 
Church was to be baptizd in. Laftly, As 
it was the Opinion of the Jews, that their 
Meſſias would come about the Time our Je- 
ſus aroſe, for the Subverſion of the Emperors, 
and Empire of Rome, as Pharoab and the 
Egyptians were before overthrown by Moſes ; fo 
it was the Opinion of the Fathers, that the 
Heathen Emperors of Rome, and the Gentiles, 
were deſtroyd by our Jeſus, and a, De- 
liverance of the Church effected after the like 
Manner. 


Thus was there a ſingular Harmony of Opi- 
nion between the Fathers of the Church, and 
the ancient Jews, concerning the Old Teſtamenys 
being altogether Prophecy of the Reign and 
Kingdom of the Aeſſias ; particularly concern- 
ing Maſes's being a Type of the Aeſſies in all 
Things. And what can we infer from this Opi- 
nion of the Fathers leſs, than that the Affrma- 
a tive of the Queſtion in Debate, ought to be main- 

tain'd by Chriſtians, or they muſt give ap the 
- Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church, tor Believers 
in a falſe Meſſias, or at leaſt for Entertainers 
1 of wrong Notions concerning our Jeſus, The 
4 Apoſtks and Fathers of the Church for their 
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a Totam Hiſtoriam exeuntium de Ægypto & pergen- 
n tium ad Terram Sanctam, brevi ſermone perftringers, 
m etiam nunc Hiftoriz Similitudinem conſervaret. Sancti 
| Hieron. in Oſeam, c. 2. Vid. & Cyril, Alex. de Ador. 
n Lib. 1. Gregor. Nazian. Orat. 20. & 42. Cyril. Hierof. 
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Time, labour'd the Point hard in the Applica- 
tion of the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament to 
our Jeſus; and perform'd much better in this 
Caſe, than could have been expected from them, 
if they had not been endued with a more than 
ordinary Gift of the Iriterpretation of Oracles. 
And if they did not make the Point moſt clear 
to any Man's Capacity, that our Jeſus was the 
Meſſiah from Prophecy; it was becauſe they then 
knew but in Part, and could propheſy but in Part. 
A compleat Underſtanding of the Prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament, being reſery'd for that Per- 
fection of Time, for whoſe Admonition and l[n- 
ſtruction, the Types of the Law and the Pro- 
phets were written. It was impoſſible for the 
Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church of the Three 
Firſt Ages, to diſcern and prove clearly, fo 
much as the Similitude between Moſes and our 
Jeſus, in the Deliverance of his People, becauſe 
the Redemption of the Church, according to the 
Type, was not then accompliſh'd. And it is 
well known, according to! Irenæus, that Prophecy, 
before its Completion, is all Ambiguity and eA- 
"0 nigma, hard to be underſtood and illuſtrated : 
Wy. | And if the Chriſtans of ſucceeding Times, made 
V4 not that famous Viſion clear upon the Tables of 

the Two Teſtamepts, it was becauſe they were 
more careleſs of Viſion, more and more depri- 

ved of the Gift of Interpretation, and apoſta- 
tized from the Spirit of Prophecy, And whe- 
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t Omnis Prophetia priuſquam habeat Completionem, 
Ambigaitas & Xaigma eft; cum autem venerit Tempus 
& evenit quod prophetatum eſt, tunc Prophetia habebit 
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ther that Perſectian v of Time for the Illuſtration 
of Prophecy, which the Apoſtles and Fathers 
of the Church ſpeak often, of, be come or not; 
yet it is incumbent on Chriſtians at this Day, 
to ow an Harmony between the Law and the 
Goſpel, the New Teſtament, and the Old, and 
how our Jeſus 1s the Pulfiller of the Law and 
the Prophets, or we can't demonſtrate the 
Truth of Chriſtianity to thoſe, who demand 
and inſiſt on ſuch a Proof of it. 


What if ſome Infidel, as ſuppoſe the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c, ſhould take up the Obje- 
ction, and ſay, © You Chriſtians at this Day, 
« are no more like to the Apoſtles and Fathers 
of the Church, in Principles, than an Erhiops- 
© an is to an Europaan in Countenance, The A- 
te poſtles and the Fathers held "the Old Teſta- 
ce ment to conſiſt of Types and Prophecies of 
te the New; and that Tropes, and Metaphors, 
* and Allegories, are to be made Uſe of in the 
Inter pretation of the Scriptures, for the Ma- 
e niteſtation of the Harmony between the Two 
« Teſtaments z but you are ſo far from this O- 
<« pinion, that you literally interpret the Law 
ei and the Prophets, as if they had no propheti- 
« cal Relation to Chriſt and his Church. You 
ce talk indeed of Prophecies in the Old Teſta» 
e ment, but it is in another way than the Fa- 
« thers ever dream'd of; neither do you ſo much 
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Cum autem venerit quod perfectum, tum & Velum 
Templi igterius diſrumpendum eft, ut omnia quz nunc 
nobis adſcondita ſunt, Domus Dei Sacramenta yideamur, 
Hieren, in Epiſt. ad Hedibriam. 
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as ſpeak of the New and Old Teſtament in 
the Senſe which they did; who underſtood by 
the one, the ® Teſtament of the Letter of the 
Law, and by the other the Teſtament of the 
Spirit of it. If you would reconcile us to Chri- 
ſtianity, you muſt prove it from Prophecy 
upon the Principles of the Fathers, whole 
Authority is more than human, or the Chri- 
ſtian Religion has no good Foundation, In 
all this Time, confidering the great Age ot 
the Church, one might think you would have 
clear'd the Truth of the Goſpel from Prophe- 
cy; but notwithſtanding your numerous and 
voluminous Productions on the Law and the 
Prophets, we are ſtil} at a Loſs tor ſuch a 
Proof. Suppoling that Perfection of Time 
which the Apoſtles and Fathers talk of be 
not come, for the Illuſtration of Prophecy, 
yet, reaſonably ſpeaking, you might haye pro. 
pheſied in a greater Meaſure than they did; and 
at leaſt have made it appear, that Feſus is the 
Prophet like Moſes, in the Redemption of his 
Church, if there had been any Truth in that 
famous and concurrent Opinion of both Tews 
and Fathers. If you had done this, we would 
have taken the reli,ot the Old Teſtament for 
Prophecy, upon the Word of the Fathers, 
and have truſted a while for the Interpreta- 
tion and Underſtanding of it. But in as 
much as you have not done this, nor have ex- 
„ plained any other Prophecies, which are not 
* liable to Exceptions among your ſelves, as 
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t& well as to Objeftions? from us; we perſiſt in 
de our Unbclief, and will be convinced, that 
ce TFeſus is the AMeſſi s, by no other Argument 
© than from Prophecy, according to the united 
« Opinion of both Jews and Fathers. 


This is another mighty Objection againſt us, 
and I wonder none, before the Author of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. with his ſly Inſinuations, did e- 
yer make it; particularly I have wonder'd that 
none have objeted againſt the M. ſſiahſhip of our 
Feſus, the Opinion of both Jews and Fathers, 
concerning his being a Prophet like Moſes, in 
the Dell verance of his People. Such an Objecti- 
on unanſwer'd, overthrows Chriſtianity at once, 
and renders the Authority of the Ancients void 
and null. Fauſtus, the Manichee, who believed 
there was no Affipity between the O4 and New 
Teſtament, did make the Objection, ſay ing, that 
the * Words of Deut. xviii. 15, &c. could not relat, 
9 Jeſus, becauſe he was not a Prophet like Moſe, 
Whether any one will think St Auguftin's A_* 
gumentation, that Jeſus was the Antitype = 
Moſes in all Things, a ſatisfatory Anſwer of 
Fauſtus, | know not: But the OhjcQion may to 
To ſtated, that, without a clear Proof of A he 
being entirely a Type of Jeſus, and of th /s 
liverance of the Chriſtian Church, aft e De- 
Manner of the raclitiſh out of Egypt, the er the 
rity of the Fathers muſt be ſet at Noug Autho- 
the Truth of our Religion yielded up toht, and 


Infidels. 
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x Verba Deuteron. xviii. 15. non poſſe de Chriſto 
intelligi, quia Chriſtus Moy fi fim:lis non eſt. A uſt. 
cont, Fauſt, Lib. 16. c. 4. F 

Nei. 


Ki 
Neither will any other Arguments for Jeſus's 
Meſſialſhip, whether taken from his Miracles or 
Doctrine, ſtand us in any ſtead, Which brings 
me to the 


IV. Fourth Reaſon, Why the Affirmative of 
the Queſtion in Diſpute, ought to be maintain'd 
by Chriſtians, and that is, becauſe no other Ar- 
guments, whether drawn from the Excellency of 
Chriſt' Doctrine, or Power of his Miracles, are of 
any Validity to prove his Divine Authority and Meſ- 
ſoabſhip, if this from Prophecy, in the firſt Place, be 


net evinced, and clearly made out. 


The Writers againſt the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&c. being diſtrefs'd with the Subtilty of his 
Reaſoning againſt Chriſtianity, and of Inability 
to demonſtrate the Meſſiabſhip of Jeſus from Pro- 
phecy, do fly for Retuge ro other Arguments 
for the Truth of their Religion, and are a lit- 
tle angry with him, for inſiſting fo much on a 
Proof from Prophecy, when he might be con- 
vinced of Jeſus's Divine Authority, (whether it 
be proved from Prophecy or not) from the Ex- 
cellency of his Doctrine, and Power of his Mi- 
racles: But notwithſtanding this Opinion of the 
Writers againſt rhe Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
there is no Sanctuary for them in the Doctrine 
and Miracles of Jeſus, neither is their Religion 
to be defended againſt him without Prophecy. 


I know not what modern Advocates for the 
Truth of Chriſtianity mean by the Excellency 
of the Doctrine of our Jeſus, who taught all 
in Parables, neither did he ever ſpeak without a Pa- 
rable. Which Parables treated of the Myſt eries 
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of the Kirgdom of Heaven; that is, of the Spi- 
ritual and Sublime Senſe of the Law and the 
Prophets, which they underſtand not: Neither 
are the. Parables of Jeſus to be underſtood, up- 
on the Teſtimony of the Fathers, without rhe 


preceding allegorical and prophetical Interpre- 


tation of the Old Teſtament, which they are ro 
leſs Enemies than Strangers to. If the Writers 
againſt the Auther of the Diſcourſe, &c have any 


other Notion of the Excellency of Chriſt's Do- 


Frine, as, for Inſtance, of his being an admira- 
ble Teacher of the Duties of Morality, 1 would 
by no Means have them to ſpeak it our, for fear 
the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. ſhould laugh at 
them, and prove that any of the Philoſophers of 
the Gentiles, or any other rational, Man, may 
make a much better Teacher than Feſus was. 


Neither do Jeſus his Miracles, as they are 
now-a-Days underſtood, make any Thing for 
his Authority and Meſſabfhip... It is admirably 
argued by the I Author of the Diſcawſe, &c. ſay- 
ing, © It the Proofs for Chriſtianity from the 
*© Old Teſtament be not valid; if the Argu- 
© ments founded on thoſe Proofs not con- 


* cluſive, and the Prophecies cited from thence 


ce be not fulfill'd, then has Chriſtianity no juſt 
“ Foundation: For the Foundation on which 
“ Jeſus and his Apoſtles built je, is then in- 
&« valid and falſe. Nor can Miracles, faid to 
« be wrought by Jeſus and his Apoſtles, in be- 
< half of Chriſtianity, avail any Thing in the 


$ Caſe: For Miracles can never render a Foun- 
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ee dation valid, which is in it ſelf invalid; can 
e never make a falſe Inference true, can never 
* make a Prophecy fulfilbd, which is not ful- 
« filfd; and can never mark out a Meſſias, or 
© Jeſus for the Meſſias, if both are not ma xd 
« out in the Old Teſtament. Beſides, Miracles 
„ ſaid to he wrought, may be often juſtly e- 
* ſteem'd falſe Reports, when attributed to 
“ Perſons. who claim an Authority from the 
Old Teſtament, which they impertinently al- 
© ledge to ſupport their Pretences. God can 
« never be ſuppoſed often, to permit Miracles 
© to be done for the Confirmation of a falſe 
e and pretended Miſſion; and if at any Time 
ce he does permit Miracles to be wrought in 
«© Confirmation of a pretended Miſſion, we have 
ce Directions from the Old 2 Teſtament, not to 
6 regard ſuch Miracles, but are to continue firm 
*© to the antecedent Revelation confirm'd by 
© Miracles, and contain'd in the Old Teſta- 
te ment, notwithſtanding any Miracles which 
“ (in the Opinion of ſome Divines, as * ſplendid 
© Gifts as they are, are no Demonſtration of the 
© Truth, but) under the Circumſtance of atteſt - 
© ing ſomething contrary to an antecedent Re- 
* velation confirm'd by Miracles, are certainly 
* no Proofs of the Truth. This is admirably 
reaſon'd! Ard I wiſh the Writers againſt the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, &e. would lay it to 
Heart, and conſider, whether Jeſus for his Mi- 
racles, can be any Thing the more à Mcſſiab, 
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2 Deut. xiii. 1, 2, 
a Hicks Apol. Vind, of the Church of Englond, 
p. 33-24 © . eG g a 


E | 
Do his Miracles prove him to be the Fulfiller 
of the Law and the Prophets, or that the Old 
Teſtament conſiſted of Prophecies of him? No 
certainly. His being the Meſſias, muſt be 
proved from Prophecy, in the firſt Place; or 
Miracles and the Truth of them are foreign to 
the Purpoſe. Jeſus himſelf, as well as Moſes, 
ſays, falſe Prophets and falſe Chriſts may do 
Miracles, and b work Wonders to the Decepti- 
on of Mankind: And its enough to make ns 
take Jeſus himſelf upon Suſpcicioa for a falſe 
M:.ſſias, notwithſtanding his Miracles, for pre- 
tending to fulfil the Law and the Prophets to 
a Title, when there is little or nothing at all 
that is clearly proved, or can be plainly dif 
cern'd to be fulfilfd by him. And tho' the Bi- 
ſhop of Litchfield, in a long Harangne upon the 
Miracles of our Saviour, thinks he has anſwerd 
the Author of the Grounds aforeſaid Paſſage, and 
Argument {which by the by, he has wilfully 
maim'd, or more modeſtly ſpeaking, has imper- 
fectly repreſented, by leaving out that choice 
| Saying of Dr. Hicks) yet il am of a contrary 
Opinion, and think he hardly apprehends the 
Force of it, 


Dr. Hicks, as above, ſays, That Miracles, 
as ſplendid Gifts as they are, are no Demon- 
ftrations of the Truth; much leſs are our 
Jeſus's wonderful Works, as they are com- 
monly underſtood, a Proof of his AMeſſialſbip: 
For was I to take them into ſtrict - Exami- 
nation, I could reduce them to next to no- 


— r — 


b Mattb. xxiv. 24. 
His Deſence of Chriſtianity, p. 417. 
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prophetica vinceretur. Cont, Eauft, Lib. XII- C. 45+ 
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thing. I could ſay much, not only in Di- 
minution of that Power, they were wrought 
by, but enough to make us nauſeate the 
Report of ſome of them, as done by an 


immenſiy wiſe Prophet. St. Ireneus ſays, 4 If 


Jeſus's Power of healing the Diſeaſed was only 
Temporal, there wa nothing grand in it; that 
is, if that Power was not of ſome farther 
Uſe, and Spiritual Signification, we ought not 
to wonder at it. Celſus rightly objects againſt Feſus, 
his Allowance, that falſe Chrifts may do the like, 
or as great Miracles: and how then, ſays 
he, © Shall we know or diſtinguiſh the God from 
the Deceiver by them? And St. Auguſtin ſays, 
that ſome of the Works of Jeſus were fooliſh 
ones, if not figurative. And was he now aliye, 
1 believe he would expoſe to Redicule all, 
or; moſt of the Miracles of our Saviour, upon 
the Senſe modern Commentators take them 1n, 


as well as he has done that of his f Curſeng 


the Fig-tree, If I underſtand St. Auguſtin aright̃, 
he allows, what Infidels did ohject, that Jeſus's 
Miracles ( abſtracted from their myſticnl Signi- 
cation ) might be wrought by g Magick Art 


d Si enim temporalis erat ab eo utilitas, nibil gran. 
de præſtitit iis, qui ab eo curati ſunt. Lib. V. C. 12+ 
Sect 6. 

© Ougglaioy Um Twy aular egy! mw wil Qzoy, Mus d 
wile; nun Cont, Celſum. Lib. II. p. 89. 

Hoc factum, niſi figuratum accipiatur, ſtultum in- 
yenitur. Serm. 77. Sect. 9. | 

g Utenim nos contemnerentur, neque fabuloſa du- 
cerentur que Apoſtoli annunciabant, demonſtrabantut 
ke: a Prophetis ante fuiſſe prelita: quia etſi atteſta- 
pantur Miracula, non defuifſ-at ( ficut etiam nunc 
quidam muſſitant) qui magicæ Potentis cuncta illa 
tribuerent, niſi talis eorum Cogitatio Conteſtatione 


aud 
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and Power. And what is the Reaſon that St. 
Auguſtin, in Compliance with Infidels, runs 
down the Miracles of Jeſus? To exalt the 
Proof of his Meſſiahſhip from Prophecy, as the 
only ſire and certain one, that can be truſted 
to, and depended on, and which the Author 
of the Diſcourſe will allow to be moſt ſure and 
demonſtrative. | 


I have no Inclination to take the Miracles 
of our Jeſus into Examination, and expoſe them 
ia Fact, or in Circumſtance, for no ſtrange 
and extraordinary Things, which I could do; 
and ſhow, that even the beſt circumſtanced of 
them would, as St. Auguſtin h argues, never 
have been wronght, but for ſome myſtical 
Ends and Purpoſes, But I believe this will be 
done ſometime for the Service of the Cauſe, 
and Queſtion in Hand. Nay, that grand Mi- 
racle of Chriſt's Reſurrection from the Dead, 
which one of the Writers againſt the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. thinks a fufficient Foun- 
dation in it ſelf, to build the Church on, 
may be call'd into Queſtion, Don't we know that 
the Jews, the Crucifiers of Jeſus, ſaid his Di- 


ſciples came by Night and ſole his Body away. 


whilſt the Guards Slept, which is commonly report 
ed anong the Jews at this Day, Neither is it 
any more incredible, that the Diſciples ſhould 


h Dominus nofter ea quiz faciehat corporaliter 


etiam ſpiritaliter volebat intelligi, Neque enim mi- 


racula propter miracula faciebat, ſed. ut ila qe facie- 
bat, mira eſſent videntibys, vera eſſent intelligeptibus. 
germ. 98. Sea, 3. 5 


enter 
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enter upon ſuch- a project, to prevent the 
Shame of believing in a falſe Prophet, thah 
it was improbable that the Gauris ſhould be 
faſt aſleep, upon keeping ſuch a- Gaudy Day, 
as was the Feaſt of the Peer, Nvon- Day 
had been more proper for tte - Diſplay of a 
real Reſurrection, but Midnight better ferv'd 
the Purpoſe of the Diſciples. But the Obj Fion 
of Celſus i againſt;Chriſt's Reſurrection, was ne- 
ver as yet well anſwer'd ; that is, becauſe that 
Jeſus, after he was riſen, appear'd not to all the 
People, to the Shame and Confuſion of bis 
Murderers, but only to ſome choſen Witneſſes, 
that is choice Confederates and Actomplices, 
who were reſolv d, c. It was not till k Three 
Days after Chriſt's Paſſion, that the Jews exe 
pected his Reſurrection, when in all Probability 
the People would be gathered together, to 
behold the Miracle; but the Diſciples were a 
Day or Two beforehand with the Expectati- 
ons of the People. And though the Diſciples, 
for ought we know, might be ſimple and un- 
deſigning Men, yet there have been ſuch in 
the World, who, to ſerve a Purpoſe, would 
not ſtick to deviſe and propogate a Falſhood, 
and at the Hazard of their Lives ſtand to 
it. But however this be, the Story of Jeſus's 
Prediction, that he was to lay Three Days and 


— 


—— — — — — ——— p — — 


i Si Jeſus volebat revera declarare ſuam divinam 
Poten siam, debuefat (vis Inſultatoribus, ipüque Pre» 
ſidti, qui capitalem ſentenriam contia ſe tulerat, 
| f cæ 1 omnibus ſc oſtendere. Orig. Cont, Celſ. 

ib. II. p. 98. g 
X Match. 27. ver. 63. 


Three 
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Three Nights in the Heart of the Earth, that 
is from. our Friday Night, to Sunday Mor- 
ning before. Break of Day, otherwiſe calbd 
one Day, and one Night and a half, was ſo ill 


' concerted by the Evangileſts, as if they wanted 


good Memories, and common Underſtandings, 
that it's a Temptation to any one to think 
the whole but a Fable, and that too no cun- 
ningly diviſed one, The cunningeſt Part of 
the Project, or the. beſt Piece of Management, 
in my Opinion, though the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, &c. ſeems to think otherwiſe, was the |! 
employing of Women to prepare Perfumes for 
Chriſt's Body againſt the Stench of Corrupti- 
on, and the ſending them before Day to the 
Sepulchre; where, being ſurprized with the 
Loſs of his Body, and aſtoniſh'd at the Voice 
of Two Men, there planted like Ghoſts and Ap- 
paritions, . ſaying, he is not here, but is riſen, 
could think of nothing leſs than a ſtupendous 
Miracle; which they would be ſure to pub- 
liſn with ſuch Improvements, as their femi- 
nine Tranſports and Creduliry ſuggeſted, and 
moſt ſeriouſly vouch for the Truth of it. Thus 
could I almoſt reaſon my elf into a Disbelief 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection; and was I not con. 
vinced that the whole Story, in which there 
is no Senſe according to the Letter, was but 
a m Type and Figure of his Spiritual and 


| Page 255. Took 

m Et nunc novi ſaeerdotum Principes Verbum Veri- 
tatis poſitum in (cripturis crucifigunt fal ſis Ex poſitio- 
nibus, & occidunt Mendaciis. 0rigey, in Matth. c. 27. 
Monumeatum Chriſti eſt divina Scriptuta, in qua Di- 
vinitatis & Humanitatis ejus Myſteria Denſitate Lit - 
terz veluti quadam mununtur Petra. Id. Hom. 2. Ia 
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Myſtical Death and Reſurrection out of the 
Grave of the Letter of the Law and the Pro- 
22 55 in which he has been buried, or ſwal- 
ow'd up, as by a Leviathan like Jonah, for 
above Three myſtical Days and Nights, 1 ſhould 
believe it to be but an zdle Tale, as the 
Apoſttes themſelves did upon the Report which the 
Women made of it. But after all, 1 believe 
upon good ® Authority, ſome of the Miracles 
of Jeſus, as recorded by the Evangelſts, were 
never wrought, but only related as propherical 
and parabolical Naratives of what will be My- 
ſeriouſly and more wonderfully done by him. 


The Reſurrection of Chriſt then, which wants 
2 good Proof of it ſelf, proves nothing; much 
jeſs do his other Miracles prove him to be 
the Af:ſſias. Or as the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
> GC. ſays, „Miracles wrought by Jeſus, are, ac- 
cording to the Goſpel Scheme, no abſolute Proofs 
of his being the Meſſiaß, or of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity. It is true that Jeſus, John x. 38, 
appeals to his Works, as a Proof of his Au- 
thority, but he muſt mean to the myſtical 
Sence of them, or they do not prove him to 
be a Prophet endued with the Wiſdom, as 
well as the Power of the Father, who was 
in him. For as Jeſus himſelf, and Se. Paul ſay, 
that falſe Chriſts, and the Aurichriſt ſhall work 
Signs and Wonders, to the Deception of Man- 
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n Veritas Scripturz tradentis nobis Geſta Jeſu non 
contiſtit in nudis Verbis Hiſtoriæ, nam in unoquoque 


. 2 latens aliquid, Sc. Origen, cont, Cels. 
. . Ll 


Page 27, 


kind; 


L131 


kind; fo Þ Origen, and 4 Hippolitus, and other 
Fathers aſſert, that Antichriſt will be an Imi- 
tator of Feſus in all his Miracles. 1 longer 
wonder'd at this Opinion of the Fathers, than 
at any Thing elſe 1 ever met with in their 
Writings : But when I conſider'd that, according 
to the Fathers, there were as many Anticbriſts, 
as there are MHereſies, with their Lo here ig 
Chrift, and Lo there he is, my Wonder ceas d: 
And I ſoon found that the great Antichriſt, 
according to St. Paul, Ignatius, St. Ambroſe, * St, 
Jerome, and others, was the %, that is the 
Adverſary to the Spirituality of the Law and 
the Prophets; the Myſtery of whoſe ava 
or Antichriſtian coaſiſted in his Apoſtacy from, 
Enmity to, and Contempt of the Spirit of 
Prophecy that is in the Old Teſtament, The 
Clergy of this Day had ſt to look to it, 
whether they don't adhere to ſuch a falſe Chriſt, 
inſtead of the true 3 or Logos of the 
Law; and whether, by their literal under ſtand- 
ing of the Miracles of our Jeſus, they may not 
have changed them into the Wonders of that falſe 
Prophet, whom the Lord, at his coming upon 
the Clouds of the Letter of the Law and the 
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p Contra Celſam, L ib. II. 

q De Conſummatione Mundi. 
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Prophets, will deſtroy with the Breath of his 
Mouth, or with the Spitit of Prophecy. The 
Clergy, I ſay, had beft ſee to it, whether they 
have not chang'd the Miracles of. Jeſus into the 
Wonders of Antichriſt : For the whole Myſtery 
of Chriſtianiſm and Antichriſtianiſm is only 
intelligible in and through Jeſus's Transfigura- 
tion, Which, as Gregory y Nazianzen ſays, will be 
the grand Subject of the Contemplation of 
Ayſtiſts, who, upon the Holy Mount of the 
Law, will intellectually behold how Jeſus paſſes 
from one Type and Figure to another, and will 
apprehenfively hear Moſes and Elias reaſoning 
with Divine Logos, about the Harmony and 
Agreement between the Law and the Goſpel. 


What then is the Conſequence of all this, 
but that Chriſtianity being, as the Author of 
the Diſcourſe, &c. truely ſays, * deſtitute of all 
other, or external Arguments, we ſhould turn our 
Heads and our Hearts to the alone Conſidera- 
tion of Prophecies fulfil*'d, which he rightly 
Call's * the moſt proper of all Arguments, to evince 
the truth of our Religion. St. Peter, who con- 
vers'd with our Lord, ſaw the Miracles he 
wrought, and heard the Voice from the excel- 
lent Glory, at his Transfiguration, ſay ing, this 
i my be loved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed; 
yet declares, that the Word of Prophecy, or 
Voice of God, ſpeaking out of the Clouds of 
the Law and the Prophets, would be a Y more 
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fare and indiſputable Teſtimony of Jeſus's Meſ- 
* frabſhip. And wherefore did St. Peter ſay ſo? 
Becauſe, as St. Auguſtin 2 rightly argues, the 
Report of that Voice which he with others 
heard, and of YJeſus's other Miracles, is liable 
to the Cavils, Exceptions, and Eyafions of In- 
fidels , but againſt antecedent Prophecy, and its 
ſubſequent Completion, there lies none, even 
in the Opinion of the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&c. who ſays, that , 4 Man who has the Old 
Teſtament put into bis Hands, which eontains Pro- 
phecies, and the Now Teſtament, which contains © © 
their Campletions, and and is once ſatisfied, as he 
may be with the greateſt Eaſe, that the Old 
Teſtament exiſted before the New, may have a 
compleat, interual, and divine Demonſtration of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity; whereas Arguments of ano- 
ther Nature are very precarious. And I believe 
the i Author of the Diſcourſe to be herein ſo 
ſerious, that if conſiderable Prophecies, with 
their Completions under the Goſpel, could 
clearly be produced, he would fubſcribe to the 
| Truth of our Religion: In the mean Time, 
if he perſiſt in Infidelity, 1 can't much blame 


him. | | 

g And thus for Four fabſtantial Reaſons, have 

A I proved that the Affirmative of the Queſtion 

by 
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7 2 Quis enim noftrum non miretur delata Voce de 

. Cœlo certiorem propheticum ſermonem ab Apoſtolo 

| dictum eſſe? quia poſſent Infideles iſtam Vocem dela- 
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in Debate, ought to be defended by Chriftians, 
viz, Toat the Law and the Prophets are entirely ty- 
pical and prophetical of Chriſt and his Church, and 
that it is impoſſible to prove the Truth of Chriſti a- 
nity, or our Jeſus to be the Meſliah, any otherwiſe 
than by ſhowing how he does and will fulfil the Pro- 
phecies of him in the Old Teſtament. 


le is the Exhortation of the Holy Jeſus him- 
felf, to ſearch the Scriptures for Teſtimonies of his 
Authority and Mcſſiabſhip, for they are they which 
p teſtiſy of him. And St. Paul, d as his manner 
was, reaſon'd with the Jews only out of the Scrip- 
tures, opening them, and alledging, that this Jeſus 
whom he preach d was the Chriſt, or Meſſiah. 
And Apolos, though he was ? an eloquent Man, 
yet had not Recourſe to Rhetorical Harangues, 
and dialeQical Sabtilties of pretended Ratioci- 
nation and Argumentation, that are alone in 
Uſe now-a-Days, but being mighty in the Scrip- 
tures, he mightily conviuced the Jews, and that pub- 
lickly, ſhewing by the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment, that Feſus was the Chriſt, And ſo muſt we 
too reaſon out of the Scriptures, if we mean 
to make Converts of either Fews or Ifidels ; 
for the Teſtimony of Jeſus's Meſſiahſhip, ſays 4 
St. John, is the Spirit of Prophecy in the Old Te- 
ſtament; neither can any Man ſay, or prove, 
ſays © St. Paul, Jeſus to be the Lord, and Meſſiah, 
but by the Holy Spirit of the Law and the Pro- 
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Þ Ads xvii. 2, 3. 

c Atts x viii. 24, 28. 
4 Rerel. xix. 10. 
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phets. Whereupon I take leave to ſay freely, 
that the Church muſt not pretend to have 
found or proved our Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, 
till ſhe can ſay with the Woman of Samaris, 
(who, — to f St. Auguſtin; and others 
was a Type of the Heretical and Apoſtatical 
Church at this Day, or the whole Story of Je- 
fus's Converſation with her, is the moſt fooliſh 
that ever was told of a wiſe Man, with a 
ſimple Woman) that our Feſus has told her all 
jhe has been doing for many Ages paſt, by the Spi- 
rit, or according to the Predictions of the Law 
and the Prophets. Then, and not till then, 
may ſhe appeal to the Jews, and other Irfidels, 
ſaying, Is not this the Chriſt, of whom Moſes 
and the Prophets did write? For he has told me 


all that I have done, by the Spirit of their 
Prophecy. | | | 


Having then thus rightly ſtated the Contro- 
yerſy between the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
and his Opponens of the Clergy, and given my 
Reaſons, why the Affirmative of the Queſtion. 
in Diſpute, is to be held and maintain'd by 
them: 1 might now enter upon an Exhortation 
to both Parties, to a vigorous and zealous De- 
bate of it. But before 1 do this, I think my 
ſelf obliged to, what may be expected from me, 
deliver my Opinion of thoſe particular Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament, that are cited by 
the Evangeliſts, aud which make a conſiderable 
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f [la Mulier Typum — Eccleſiæ quæ ventura 
erat ex Gentibas, Eccleſiz non juſtificatæ [cd juſtifican« 
dz. In Johan, Evang. Cap. 4. v. 7. 


Part 
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Part of the Diſpute before us. I ſhould not 
have ſaid, deliver my Opinion, but the Opinion of 
the Fathers; for I, ſo unlike am I to the reſt 
of Mankind, have no Opinions, but what I 
have taken from them. And all the Honour 
and Happineſs I can pretend to, 1s to defend 
and illuſtrate their Opinions againſt all the Op- 
poſitions of Jews, Infidels, and Apoſtates to the 
contrary. 


Firſt then, The moſt remarkable Prophecy, 
that makes the greateſt Noiſe in this Contro- 
verſy, is that of Jſaiah, Chap. vii. 14. Behold, 4 
Virgin ſhall be with Child, and ſhall bring forth 4 
Son, and they ſhall call his Name Immanuel; 
which is cited by St. Matthew, Chap. i. 22, 23; 
as fulfilPd ar the miraculous Conception of Ma- 
ry, and Birth of her Son Jeſus. The Author of 
the Diſcourſe, &c. very ſabtilly argues from Rea- 
ſon and Authority, that 8 the Words, as they 
ſtand in Iſaiah, do in their obvious and literal Senſe, 
relate to a young Woman; in the Days of Ahaz, 
King of Judah, as appears by conſidering the Cone 
text; and that it is an Abſurdity to underſtand 
the Prophet, as having the Conception of the Virgin 
Mary, and the Birth of her Son Jeſus, literally 
and primarily in View. On the other Hand, the 
Writers againſt the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
being. concern'd for the Authority of* St. Mar- 
thew, and for the Truth of the Application of 
this abrupt and clipt out Prophecy of Iſaiah, will 
needs have it without the Context, to have a 
direct Aſpect to the Conception of the Virgin 


1 


& Chap. viii. p. 40, Ce. Wt; 
: Mary, 
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Mary, and Birth of her Son Jeſus; to which 
End they, particularly the Biſhop of L——, 
write ſuch Stuff, that in Pity to their Ignorance, 
I will tranſcribe nothing of. 


Now by Virtue of that moderatorial Power 
that I havc aſſumed to my ſelf, or of that Com- 
miſſion I have receiv'd from the Fathers, 1 au- 
thoritatively declare both Parties to be in an 
Error: And if they had conſulted either the an- 
cient Fews, or the Fathers upon the Place, with 
that Veneration which is due to Antiquity, 
they would have ſet them right; neither would 
the Author of the Diſcourſe; &c. ever have made 
his Objection againſt this Prophecy of 7ſaiah, 
if modern Proteſtant . Commentators, by their 
Apoſtacy from the Authority of the Fathers; 
had not fgiven him a Handle to lay hold of. 


Don't you know, Sirs, I ſpeak to both Par- 
ties, how the ancient Fews ſay, that all and 
every Thing, that Iſaiah, and the other Pro- 
phets have written, is, in a metaphorical Senfe, 
prophetical of the Divine Logos, or Meſſiah ? 
And don't you know that all the Fathers, as 
well as St. Jerome, were of the ſame Opinion? 
And don't you know, what you eaſily might 
know, that there are Two h Births, as well as 
Two Advents of Chriſt, the one after the 
Fleſh, the other after the Spirit; and that, whar- 
erer is written by the Evangeliſts, of Chriſt's 
hrſt Birth of the Virgin Mary, is, in the Opj= - 


—— 
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n Sec undum Autoritatem omnium Scripturarum duæ 
ſung Chriſli Nativitatess Auguſt. Serm, Sup, 234. 
| = -. nion; 
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nion i of the Fathers, typical of his Second and 
Spiritual Birth of a Virgin Church; neither did 
the Evangeliſt St. Matthew himſelf, apply the 
ſaid Prophecy of Iſaiah; to the Conception of 
the Virgin Mary, and her Son Jeſus's Birth, 
any otherwiſe than as that whole Story is ty pi- 


cal of the more glorious and fpiritual Birth and 


Advent of the Meſſiah, and Divine Logos. 
St. Auguſtin ſays, that the Virgin Mary was 


a x Type of a Virgin Church, of whom Teſus 


will be again Born. And St. Jerome plainly 
enough upon the | Place in 1/a:ah, fignihes, that 
it refers to the Divine Logos's Second Birth of 
the Virginal Soul of a Church, uncorrupt with 
the Spiritdal Fornication of Idolatry; which Di- 
vine Logos can of, Neceſſity be no other than 
Immanuel, or God with us. It is not at all dif- 


hd . * 
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i Adyentys Chriſti unus quidem in humilitate com- 
pletus eft alius vero ſperatur in Gloria: & hie primus 
Ad ventus in Carne myftice quodam Sermone in Scrip- 
totis Sanctis Umbre ejus appellatur. Origes. in Lib, Jaſ. 
tap. 8. 

* Nonne in Figura Maris Typum videmus Sandæ 
Eccleſiæ ——— Eccleſiæ quam Mere tricem invenit & 
Virginem fecit, — Maria peperit & Virgo eſt; 
fic & Eccleſia parit Chriſtum & Virgo eſt. In Serm. 
213. 

| Vicginem isterpretamur Animam, que. eulla Pec- 
cati corrunta eſt, Conſcientia, & proteſt de ſe Immanuel, 
Nobis cum Deum, id eft pre ſentem Dei generate Ser- 


monem. Ia Locum. juxtu Tropologiam in Anima vir- 
Zinali & nulla Serde maculata, de ſpiritu Sandto Dei 
Sermo conceptus, velociter de adverſariis Poteſtatibus 
Spolia detrahit, & ſibi facit univerſa ſervire. Ia Iſai. 


cap. 8. 


ficult 
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ficult t© conceive, metaphorically ſpeaking, 
how ſuch a Chaſte Virgin of the Church, as 
St. Paul m and s St. John write of, ſhould be 
Pregnant, and bring forth the Spirit, or Logos 
of the Law, which becauſe of its rational N- 
ture, and maſculine Senſe, may be frequently 
calld a Man Child, or the Son of Man. The 
Virgin Church, who brings forth this my ffica! 
Man-Child, muſt of Neceſſity, accord ng to J. 
ſaiab, be a o Propheteſs, endow'd with the Spirit 
of Prophecy, or ſhe can't be Pregnant with 
the Logos of the Law of Moſes. Tie Sign» of 
the Birth of this Man Child is to be fought 
(P in the Heights above, or Depths below) in the 
Sublimity or Profundity of the Myſteries of 
God's Law. His Food is the delicious Sweet. 
neſs and Fatneſs, like Honey and Butter, of the 
Spiritual Senſe of the Scriptures. And by that 
Time, or before he has well made a Diſtin- 
ction between Exil and Good, or Truth and 
Error, Worldly Wiſdom and Hereſy, like 4 Rexin 
/ and Pekah, that now reign in our Spiritual Sy. 
ria and Iſrael, will fly before him, &c, 


After this Manner is the Prophecy of 1/aiah 
to be allegoriz'd and ſpiritualiz'd throughout. 
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m 2 Cor. Xl. ; 

n Revel. xii. 2. 

© Ia. viii. 3. | ; 

P Per Profundum & Excelſum ile x2: vals legis 
quidam intelligit. Id. Iſai. c. 7. 

Duas autem Cau ſas torrium fumigantiym . Reo 
zin & Pokab) ſapicntizam ſacularem & twiereti wn »e 
Ronen jntelligit, quorum fins Exuttio cd. 1 
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1 have given you here but a ſhort Sketeh for 
a Taſte; which whether any one can reliſh be- 
ſides my ſelf, I know not: But whoever is at 
all converſant in the Writiugs of the Fathers, 
muſt own it the very Image and Reſe mblance 


of Origen, St. Hilary, St. Auguſtin, and St. Je- 


rome. It is befide my Buſineſs to ſtay, and 
make here a long Expoſition on Iſaiab; but 
this ſhort Hint at preſent, may ſuffice to awa- 
ken ſome to a Conſideration of the good old 
Way of Interpretation, which the ancient Jews 
and the Fathers will aſſiſt them in, and make 
caly, eſpecially if they obſerve their conſtant, 
univerſal, and moſt celebrated r Rule of the In- 
terpretation of the Names of Perſons and Pla- 
ces; which, by the by, will give us to under- 
ftand how Adam himſelf, according to * St. 
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r Apud Moſem & Prophetas Nominum Impoſitienes 
manifeſtiffime Res | ipſas indicant. Philo, Jude. in 
Lib. de Cherub, Nomina hc que videntur eſſe Loco- 
rum Vocahula, ex Significantiis ſuis, = in Lingua 
propria defignant, rerum magis myſticarum Conſe- 
quentiam quam Vocabulorum Appellationem videntur 
oftendere. Origen, in Numer, cap. 21. Nec hoc no- 
vum eft Creatori figurate .uti Tranſlatione Nominum 
ex Cumparatione Criminum. Tertullian. adv, Marcion. 
T. 3. c. 13. Multa per Nominum Proprietates ita 
exprefl:, ut non magis gerendis in piæſens, quam in 
futurum fignificandis impenſa ſunt. ' St. Hilarij Pſ. 67. 
Seck. 25. Nomina Interpretatione myſtica & ſapientia 
plena ſunt. St. Auguſtin, in H. 134. Set 19. Pro di- 
yeriitate Vitiorum & Interpretatione Nominum diver- 
ſas poſſumus intellig*re Nationes. St. Hieron. in Eze- 
k:el,. cap, 35 &c, f 4 
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Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian t, prophes 


fied, when he gave Names to all living Crea- 
tures. 


I do believe the Virginity of the Mother of 
a our Lord, and will by no Means be induced, 
to write againſt it; But it is ridiculous, very 
ridiculous and abſurd to imagine, that God 
ſhould give forth a Prophecy of the Concepti- 
on of a Virgin, which is ſubject to Counterfeit, 
and in its Completion liable to unanſwerable - 
Exceptions againſt it. Who can prove the 
Mother of 92 to have been a Virgin, any o- 
therwiſe - thau upon her own Word, and the 
good Opinion her Relations had of her? Jo- 
ſeph, to whom ſhe was eſpouſed, was ſuſpicio vs 
of her Chaſtity; and, for ought we can de- 
monſtrate to the contrary againſt the Jews, 
Jeſus might be Panthera's, a common Soldier's 
Son. Was the moſt modeſt young Lady of 
the City to be found pregnant, and ever ſo ſo- 
I-mnly profeſs Ignorance of Man, her neareſt 
xclations would not only disbelieve her, but 
the whole Town would make Sport with it, 
And were ſome Women now diſpoſed to give 
their Wit a Looſe to Infidelity, they would ſay 
| ſach Things in Railery upon the Virgin Ma- 
6 ry, and upon feminine Arts, to ſooth up a weak 
| and jealous - Husband into a good Humour, 
: and upon that Maſter Piece of a pretended Ghoſt 
1 and Apparition, like an Angel, ſaying, Fear 
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t Denique Adam ante Nomina Animalibus enuncia- 
. vit, quam de Arbore decerpſit; ante etiam propheta- 
Vit, quam yoravit, De Carnis Reſur, cap. 61, | 


not 
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* Joſeph, &c. as I care not to think 
0 Ll 


But the Chaſtity and Purity of that Virgin 
„Church, of which Mary was a Type, and 
her Uncorruptneſs with the Spiritual Fornica- 
tion of Idolatry wall be intelligible and demon- 
ſtrable, or it will be impoſſible for her to be 
pregnant with Divine Reaſon, and bring forth 


the Man-Child of the Logos of the Law and 


the Prophets. The Fathers, as I ſaid before, 


held and believed all that was tranſacted at 


Chriſt's firſt Birth, to be typical and figura- 
tive of what will be fulfill'd at his Second. 
Accordingly v Tertullian ſignifies to us what 
that Star wil be, that is to be the Guidance 


and Direction of the Wiſe Men of the Eaſt, 


or of Men of oriental Wiſdom, ſuch as are 
Oneirocrites, Hieroglyphifts, Myſtiſts and Sy mboli- 
cal Philoſophers, to the Place of his Birth; and 
* Origen talks of Shephords, or Paſtors of Con- 
gregations keeping Watch over their Flocks 
in the Nig t of Ignorance and Error, to whom 
an Evangelical Miniſter, Nuncio, or Angel, will 


* 
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v Ad hane (Virginem Eecleſiam) ſanQug deſcendit 
Spiritus, Hanc Virtus Altiſhmi obumbravit z hine po- 
tens Virtute Chriſtus egreditur, Hec eft immaculata 
Concubitu, fecunda Partu, Virgo Caſtitate, & c. St. 
Auguſt. ia Append. Serm. 1 25. Seck. 5. i; 

w Stellarum Inſer ptetes primi natum Chriſtum an- 
nunciant. De Jdololatria, cap. 9. 

x Putaſne nihil aliud divinius Scripturarum Serme 
ſignificat, ſed tantum hoc quod ad Paſtores venerit 
Angelus? Audite Paſtores Ecctefiarum, quod Angelus 
vobis annunciabit, Cc. In Luce C. 2. Hom, 12, 


bring 
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bring Tidings of Chriſt's Second Birth, to 
their great Joy. But ſo much by the way 
of Amuſement, Inſtruction and Illuſtration on 
the foreſaid Prophecy of Iſaiah, as cited by 
the Evangeliſt, and on which Commentators 
have been ſo impertinent, as to give Oc- 
caſion to the Author of the Diſcourſe to make 
Sport with it, I have no wore to add here, 
but that all the glorions Things that are 
written ( whether by the Jewiſh Prophets, or 
Gentile Poets) af the expected Meſſias, of 
that Peace, Plenty and. Knowledge in his 
Time, when the Mountain of the Lord's: Houſe 
ſhall be exalted on the Top of the Mountains; 
when Men ſhall beat their Swords into Plowſhares 3 
and the Lion ſhall lie down with the Lamb, &c. 
will receive their Completion upon the Advent 
| of this myſtical Sn of Man, or Divine Off- 
| ſpring of the Virgin Church. 


Jam redit & Virgo, redeunt Saturnia Reque, 
Jam nova Progenies Calo demittitur alto, 

Chara Deum ſoboles, magnum Jovis Incremen- 
Divim Genus, aurea condet (tum. 
Secula qui rurſus Latio, regnata per Arva | 
Saturno quondam, ſuper & Garamnntas & Indos 
Proferet Imperium. uin 
lle Deum uitam accipiet, Diviſque videbit 
Permixtos Ileroas, & ipſe videbutur illis, 

Pacatumque reget patriis Virtutibus Orbem 


” —— mag uos metuent Armenta Leanes- 
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1 And it is ridiculous: in the Biſhop of Liteh- 


** feld, and others, to apply ſuch Fredictions 
* of either Poets or Prophets, to Jeſus _ 
| ns 


His Chuich, for the Time paſt, when her 
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Fate has been hitherto nothing bur Perſecu- 
rions, Wars, Strife and Variance: And it 
is a Wonder that the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&c. or ſome other Inſidel has not, before 
now, with his Satyr, fallen upon our Divines, 
for ſach Nonſen ſical and Impertinent Applica- 
tions of Prophecies, which could have no poſ- 
ſible Relation to any Ages of the Church 


paſt. | 


2. The Second Prophecy of the 014 Teſtament, 
and cited in the New, and taken Norice of 
by the Autber of the Diſcourſe, is that in 
Muth. ii. 15 where the Evangeliſt. ſpeaking 
of Jeſus's going into Egypt, and Return out 
of it, ſays that was done; that it might be 
fulfil” which was ſpoken of the Lord the 
Prophet, ſaying, Out of Egypt have I caled my 
San. Which Words, ſays the Author of 
& the Diſcourſe; &c: are found in Hoſea xi. 1: 
ce and according to their obvious Senſe, are 
« no Prophecy, but relate to a paſt Action 
4 of the calling of the Children of 1/-ael 
« out of Egypt, and not to Jeſus's coming out 
„ of Egypt. And he very pleaſantly diverts 
himſelf with Surenhuſius, Whiſton, and others, 
about their Application of the ſaid Prophecy 
to our Jeſus, in a Manner, that bluſhing for 
their Ignorance and Impertinence, I care not 
to take Notice of. But my Anſwer, in the 
Name of the Fathers, in ſhort is, that the 
ſaid Prophecy of Hoſea no farther telates to 
Jeſws's being call'd out of Egypt, than as 
Feſus's coming, out of Egypt, was a Type 
of the calling him, with his Church after- 
wards, 


[57] 

wards, out of Spiritual Egypt, after the Mans 
ner that the Jſraelites were taken out of li- 
teral Egypt. St. Hilary Y upon the Place in 
St. Matthew, is exactly of this Opinion, And 
z St. Jerome, in his Commentaries on Hoſea, 
makes the Words to be a Prophecy of the 
Redemption of New Iſrael, the Church in 
whom Jeſus was, out of Egypt, after the Ex- 
ample of the Deliverance of old Iſrael, And 
any one who is acquainted with my Writings, 
knows, I can prove how New frael was 
deliver'd . and calld out of the Spiritual 
Egypt of the Gentile Idolatry of the Empire 
of Rome, after the Similitude of Old IJſracl's 
coming out of Egypt before, It is ridiculous 
to imagine, that the Prophecy of Hoſea had 
a ſole View to, and did terminate in Jeſus's 
being cal'd out of Egypt, which is contrary 
to the Opinion of the Fathers, who all of 
them held, that whatever was done by TJeſus 
in the Fleſh, was but a Type -of what would 
be done by him in the Spirit: And beſides, 
ſuch a Completion literally of Prophecy, is 
liable to Counterfeit; and a falſe Chriſt, as 
well as the true one, may go into Egypt, 
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Y Typica Ratio ſervata eſt. In Matt. cap. 2. 

z Dilexit nos Deus & vocavit de Tribulstione & 
Tenebris Egypti; vocavit autem per Apoſtolos & 
DoRtores Eccleſiz. In Hoſ. cap. xi. v. 1. 

a Siquidem Symbola quædam erant quæ tunc gere-. 


bantur, eorum que ſemper Jeſu Virtute perficiuntur -- 


Origen in Matt. c. 15. Verictati præſentium futuro 
rum ſpecies ad jecta eft. —— Hzc licet in przſens ge- 
ſtra ſunt, quid tamen in futurum ſignificent, contuen- 
o_ eſt, Hijar. in Matt. cap. 8. Seck. 8, 5 (ap. 10. 
Sett. 1. | | ? 
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and return out of it, ſaying, Al this was 
done by lum, that it might be fulfil”'d which was 
ſpoken by the Prophet Hoſea, ſaying, Out of Egypt 
have I call d my Son. ; 


— - — 
Lins | Nay a. — — — 


J. Another ſuppoſed Prophecy of the Old 
Teſtament, taken Notice of by the Author 
of 'the Diſcourſe, &c, and referr'd to by St. 
Matth. ii. 23. ſtands thus: Jeſus came and 

| dwelt at Nazareth, that it might be fulfill d 
which was ſpoken by the Prophets, faying, He 
ſhall be calld a Nazaren. Which Citation, 
ſays the Author of the Diſcourſe &c. occurs not 
expreſly in any Place of the Old Teſtament, and 
therefore the Old Teſtament can't be ſaid literally 
to be fulſilld therein: And he diverts himſelf 
with Surenhuſius's Labours, fo find out this 
Prophecy. But I as a Moderator, interpole, 
and in the Name of the Fathers, ſay, that the 
Words . Nazarech, and Nazarene, are to be 
interpreted, by the primitive Rule, according 
to their ſpiritual Signification, and then any 
one may diſcern with » Origen and © St, Jerome, 
how Jeſus is, or will be the Natarem, of 
the City Nazareth, that is, the Holy one 
of the Holy City of the Church, which for 
iis Sanctity may ſome time or other deſerve 
to be calld Nazareth, as well as Jeruſalem, 
for its Peace and Viſion. And he muſt be 
very ignorant of the Prophers, who is not aware 
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b Evangeliſta Patriam ( Nazareth) nominat ob 


aliqui4 quod m, ſtice per Locum Patriz ſignificet ur. 
In Mart. cap. 13. 


„ Nazaimus id eft Sanctus Domini, I Ezekiel. 
tap. 7. ; 
but 
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that they all have propheſied of our Jeſus, 
for his being the Nazarene, or Holy one of 
our Iſrael, Had there been literally Extant 
ſach a Prophecy of the Meſſias in the Old 
Teſtament, as that he be calld a Nac a- 
rene, of the City of Nazareth, then both 
that, and its Completion, would have been 
ridiculous, in as much as eyery Impoſtor, 
or falſe Chriſt, that would be pleas'd to go 
to Nazareth, might aſſume that Title. 


4- The Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. ob- 
ſerves, © that © Jeſus ſays of John the Baptiſt, 


© this is the Elias d that was for to come: 


„ Wherein he is ſuppoſed to refer to theſe 


© Words of Malachi, e Behold I will ſend you 
te Elijah the Prophet, before the Coming of the great 
te and terrible Day of the Lord, which accor- 
ding to their literal Senſe, are a Prophecy that 
« Elias was to come in Perſon, and there- 
% were not literally, but myſtically tulfild by 
© John the Baptiſt. To whoſe Obſervation I 
ſubſcribe, and only add to it, that, in the 
Opinion of the Fathers, Feſus calld ohn 
the Baptiſt, Elias, only becauſe he was the * Type 
of Elia, who, as Jeſus himſelf ſays, before his 
Sprite Advent, will come and reſtore all 
Things. Neither is there any Neceſſity, in 
the Opinion. of even © Jews, as well as Fa- 
gre ˙·1- HET 

e Malachi iv. 5. 

Johannes dicitur Elias quia in eo Chriſtus p1#$i- 
gurare voluit futurum Adventum ſuum, & hoc dicere, 
quia in Spiritu Eliz erat Johannes, & quod erat Jo- 
Hannes ad primum hoc crit Elias ad ſecundum Ad ven- 
tum. Aupuſt, in Joban. Evan. c. 2. | 

8 Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p. 76. > 
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thers, that the ſame indentical Perſon of old 
Elias ſhould come for this Purpoſe. If ſome- 
body clſe prove but à Tisbite, that is, a 
Converter of the Jews, a Turner off;the Hearts 
of the Children to the Fathers, a Reſtorer 
of all Things, I a Fulfiller of all Things, 
in a myſtcal Senſe, that are written of old 
Elias, I conceive he may be rightly dignified 
with the Name and Title of the Evangeli- 
cal Elias, Mr. Whiſton, in his literal Ac- 
compliſhments of Scripture Prophecy, h doubts whe- 
ther theſe Words of our Saviour, Elias ſhall 
come firſt and reſtore all Things, Propheti- 
cal or not; and, very unlike to a Reviver 
of Primitive Chriſtianity, refers his Doubts, 
and bis Readers, forſooth, to Mr. Mead. If 
Mr. Whiſten had eſpous'd the Opinion, that 
the Words were prophetical of another Elias 
to come, than was John the Baptiſt, and had 
referr'd his Readers to all the Fathers, for 
full and ample Satisfaction in the Caſe, he 
then in ſome Meaſure would have deſery'd to 
be! honour'd and dignified with the Title of 
a Reviver of Primitive Chriſtiamty. 


5. The Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. ſays, 
* Jeſus cites this Prophecy of /ſaiah, By 
hearing ye ſhall hear, and ſhall not under- 
* ſtand; as if he aſlured us it was fulfilld 
in his Time, in thoſe to .-wbam he ſpoke 
** in Parables ; though it is manifeſt, that ac- 
.* cording to the teral Senſe, it | relates to 


o 


— 
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ie the obſtinate Jews, who lived in the Tire 


of Iſaiah, The Auther of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
ſhoots this directly at the Reputation af the 
Holy Jeſws, for alluming to biwſelf a Pro- 
phecy, and its Completian upon che 2 
under his Parabolical Myſtery ; when it relat 

only to the Jem, in the Days of J/giah. 
But notwithſtanding this his Opinion, it is 
impoſſible for him to conjectuxe, wherein the 
wilful Degfneſs of thoſe Jews conſiſted, or 
what that Doctrine f Jſaiah Was, which they 
ſo ſhut their Ears and their Eyes againſt. 
The Author of the Diſcourſe may be pleasd 
to take Notice, that it was the Opinion 
of all the ancient Jews and Fathers, as is 
above obſerv'd, that. Iſaigh, and the Prophets, 
wrote all in Parables, which, in a meta- 
phorical Sen ſe, would receive their Com- 
pletion in the Days of the Meſſiah 3 and if this 
Prophecy before us was not compleatiy ful- 
fill'd upen the Jem, in the Time of that 
State of Chriſt's. firſt Advent in the Fleſh; 
it will be, in the Opinion of the Fathers, 
maſt ſubſtantially ' fulfill'd, under his Spiritual 
Advent, when Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters of the 
Letter will be wilfolly Deaf and Blind to the 
Myſtcries of the Kingdom of Heaven, which will 

be taught them in open'd- Parables | 


And thus have I ſpoken to all thoſe Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, cited in the 
Eyangeliſts, with which the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, &c. with his pleaſant Obſer va ions on 
Modern Commentarers, thinks de has ſmitten 
the Meſſiahſhip ot our Jeſus, and ogy _ 
5 ; ; Re) ul 4 rut 
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Truth of Chriſtianity. Whether I have faid 
any Thing to the Purpoſe, or more to the 
Satisfaction of the Author of the Diſcourſe &c. 
than other Commentators, let him judge. Whe⸗- 
ther .theſe my Expoſitions, and Account for 
the Difficulties of the ſaid Prophecies which have 
puzzled the Learned of theſe Ages, will pleaſe 
the Clergy, I am unconcern'd. I write in- 
tirely upon the Authority of the Fathers, 


_ whoſe. Opinions I eſpouſe, and am able to 


defend aud illuſtrate. And from the foreſaid 
Prophecies thus accounted for, 1 again con- 
clude ſeriouſly, not jocofely with the | Author of 
the Diſcourſe, that Chriſtianity is the allegorical 
| Senſe of the Old Taſtament, and that Gentiles 
4 well as Jews, muſt be convinc'd by Allegory, 
and become Allgeriſts ; for the Religion it ſelf, 
to which they are to be converted, is Chreſtianity, 
4s allegorically taught in the Old Teſtament. 


Now I come to exhort the Author of the 
Diſcourſe \&c. and his Opponents, with 
Warmth, Zeal and Vigor, to proſecute the 
Controverſy between them; which of Neceſ- 
ſity muſt end in the Ovyerthrow of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, or in its ſure, only ſure 
Foundation of the Propheey of the Old Teſta- 
ment. And accordingly 1 do thus addreſs my 
ſelf in the Manner following, to beth Parties 
ſeparately. ' And, 


Firſt to the Clergy. I wonder, Sirs, that 
upon the Riſe of this Controverſy, none of you 
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apply'd to me for Aſſiſtance, who, if any Man 
could have defended Chriſtianity upon your 
Adverſary's Principles, and have beaten him 
with his own Weapons. It was but by Chance 
that I read The Diſcourſe of the Grounds, many 
Months after its Publication; and how well I 
was pleas d with it, I need not ſay, more than 
that it is the greateſt Curioſity in Print, I e- 


ver met with. If I had happen'd to read it, upon 


its firſt coming forth, 1 ſhould have given an 
Anſwer to it another Way. But now that the 
Clergy, without asking my Advice, have run of 
their own Heads againſt this potent Adverſary, 
| will ac the Part of an equal judge and 
Moderator between you: And if I applaud 
not any of your Writings againſt the ſaid Au- 
ther, nor any of the Apologetical Diſcourſes 
which this Age has produced; yet I will take 
Care that the Truth of Jeſus's Meſſiahſhip, ſhall 
not ſnfter by the Objections of your Adverſary. 
This 1 will do for the Love of Truth, and 
the Honour of the Holy Jeſus, more than for 
any Reſpect I bear to ſuch Contenders for Chri- 
ſtianity, as are the Clergy at this Day. 


Let me tell you, Sirs, again and again, that 
the Truth of Chriſtianity is only to be de- 
fended upon the Affirmative of the Queſtion a- 
bove, which if it be impoſſible to maintain, 
we muſt of Conſequence give up our Religion 
to Jews and Infidels, But as I doubt not the 
Poſlibility of the Defence of the Affirmative 
of the Queſtion, ſo 1 would perſuade and ex- 
hort you to ſearch the Scriptures, for the alone 


ſure and indiſputable prophetical Teſtimony of 


's Meſſab(hip. 
Jeſuls Meſſjahſhip Good 
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| Good Svs, be perſunded to take the Matter 
into Conſſderation again, and let's know what 
you can mean by Jeſus's being the Meſſinh. Is 
it any Thiag elſe that that he is the Logos; 
the Spirit, the Life, and the Fulfiller of the 
Law and' the Prophets? And' how can he ful- 
fl them, or be the Spirit of them, if they 
don't Propheſy of him? And how do they pro- 
pheſy of him? Not literally (for that's an 
Abſurdity to ſuppoſe) bur typically, allegori- 
cally and metaphorically, in the Opinion of 
both Jews. and Fathers. In the Opinion I ſay; 
of the Jews, as well as Fathers; for thought 
there are and have been of Old, an Anti-alle= 
gorical Sect among the Jews, call'd Caraites, 
yer, as the Author of the Diſcourſe &c. rightly 
aſſerts, the Jewiſh Kk Expectation of a Meſſiah; 
was founded on the allegorical Method, withs 
out which, they have no Reaſon, nor Authori- 
ty to eſtabliſh their Belief of a Meſſiah to come: 
Neither can Chriſtians, of Conſequence, prove 
our Feſus to be the Meſſiah, without a Re- 
courſe to the ſaid Method. Therefore muſt 
we, Sirs, betake dur ſelves again to the allego- 
rical and metaphorical way of Interpretation 
of the Old Teſtament, and look vpon the Type; 
in it, and ſearch for Antitypes in the New, 
and adapt. one to the other, like a Pair of 
Covenants and Indentures, as the only Courſe 
we can take, to prove our Jeſus under the 
New Teſtament, to be the Meſſiah and Fulfil- 
ter of the Old. & All other Methods and Argu- 
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ments to prove Chriſt's Authority and Meſſiab- 
ſhip, are but Ramble and Impertinence. But 
this, the Veil of the Letter of the Law and 
the Prophets being done away, will give us a 
Sight of the Glory of God, face to face, through 
the Revelation of the Goſpel, to the Demon- 
ſtration of the Meſſiahſbip of our Jeſus. And 
ſuch a Vifion of God and his Providence in 
the Harmony of the Goſpel with the Law, 'ſpi- 
ritually interpreted, or in the Conſonancy of 
the Chriſtian to the T/racliriſh Church in a Fi- 
gure, muſt of Neceſſity ſtop the Mouths of all 
Gainſayers. And I am of Opinion, that ſuch a 
Work will be done to Perfection; not in a 
Whimſical and Imaginary Faſhion, as ſome are 
uſed to ſpeak of Allegorical Inter pretations, but 
in a ſolid and ſubſtantial one, ia which the 
cleareſt Toothings and Indertings between the two 
Teſtaments will be ſo viſible, upon the Teſti- 
mony of Hiſtory and ancient Authoricy, that 
of Conſequence it muſt end in the Conviction 
and Converſion of both Jews and Infidels. 


It is lamented by Dr. Stanhope, and Dr. Jen- 
ins, (as 1 find it in the Diſcourſe of the Grounds) 
that | the allegorical, or, as I ſhould call ir, the 
prophetical way of interpreting the Scriptures, 
which was in Uſe with the ancient Jews, Apo- 
ſtles, and Fathers of the Church, is nom loft. 
And it ruſt be confeſs'd, that the Key of Kuon- 
ledge, which, according to , Origen, lay in my- 

| Page 52. | 

m Qui c:iminantur Expoſitionem allegoricam & doce- 
re yolunt manifeRtam eſſe ſcripturam, & nihil habere am- 
plius, quam Textus oſtesdit, neque diviniorem aliquem 
ſenſum, tulerunt Clayem Scientiz, & omnem Legis Vi- 
am ad Intelligenda legitima auferuat. Iz Matt. Trat. 
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ſtical and allegorical Interpretations, has, by lite- 
ral Commentators of theſe laſt Ages, been ſo 
taken away, and unhappily laid aſide, that they 
know not now where to find it: But I, by 
Converſation with the. Ancients, have retrieved 
thar Key, and will communicate the Uſe of it 
to you, Sys; not doubting, but it will open a 
Door of Prophecy, into the Church of Chriſt 
that's built upon the Law and the Prophets, 
for the Entrance of Jews and Infidels, to behold 
the Glory of God in it. 


Mr. Whiſton is indeed fo averſe to allegorical 
Interpretations of the Scriptures, as. I under- 
ſtand from the ® Author of the Diſcourſe, &C: 
that it his Opinion, they are the moſt pernicious 
and ill. grounded Things that ever were admitted 
among Chriſtians, and tend to expoſe our Religion 
to the Laughter of Iufidels. I don't ſuppoſe Mr. 
V. is ot this Opinion by himſelf, becauſe he 
has many Admirers that take any thing up- 
on Truft from him. But I can tell him, that 
the Fathers, and the ancient, Jews, were. of a 
contrary Mind: For not only * Origen tells us, 
that literal Commentaries on the Scriptures, 
would run the Church into Infidelity ; but the 
Jews o ſay, that even Atheiſts themſelves would 
be converted by Cabaliſtical Divinity, or alle- 
gorical Interpretations, becauſe that therein lay 
the way to the P Knowledge of the Perfeitions of 
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n Page 98. R | 3 ER. 
n Lite-ram Legis ſequentes in Infidelitætem & vanas 
ſuper fiitiones incurrunt. In Matt, Trad. 26. 
o Bajznge's Hiſtory of the Fews, p. 192. 
F Ibid, Page 184. | 
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God and his Providence, To whoſe Opinion 1 
ſibſcribe, believing that God in his Providence 
will be no otherwiſe ſeen, than by open Viſi- 
ons on the Law and the Prophets, ſpiritually 
and myſtically interpreted. But for à farther 
Anſwer to Mr. Whiſton, it is certain that the 
Fathers, who were all Alegorifts, converted the 
| Gentiles of all Denominations, to Chriſtianity ; 
and it is no leſs certain, that the Primitive 
Chriſtians, allegorizing and tripologizing the 
Lew, ſaw God Face to Face, through the Glaſs 
Enigma. And though Mr. W. be fo far apos 
ſtatiz'd from Primitive Chriſtinity, as to think 
literal Expoſitions would rather convert uf 
dels; yet Infidelity, according to Origen's Pre- 
dition above, never more abounded than in 
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this our Age, in which literal Commentaries 

are almoſt altogether publiſh d. And I don't 

doubt but the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. will 

take Care, that neither Mr. Whiſfton's literal 1 

Acrompliſhments of Scripture Prophecies, nor his | |; 
new devis'd Canon of Scripture, for the Recon- 11 
at ciliation of the Old and New Teſtament, ſhall 1 
a hake any Converts among his unbelieving Þ 
us, Friends and Infidels, fe , 1 
es, „ 
he Mr. Whiſton alſo is of Opinion, as I learn ; 
d from the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. that a | 
le- the q Alegerical Scheme, as he calls it, of the \ 
ay Interpretation of Scripture, obſtruts the Con- | 
of ' verſion of the Jews, and hardens them in | 
— Infidelity. If Mr. W. do not ſtand by him- | 
nas — — — ——ę—ũ— — 
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ſelf in this Opinion; yet not only the Ge: 
nerality of Writers, as Mr. Baſnage * ſays, are 
of a contrary one, complaining, that the 
cabaliſtical and: myſtical Divinity is too much 
neglected, or the Jews wonld be better and 
ſooner converted; but eſpecially t he Primitive 
Fathers, who, by their allegorical Interpre- 
tations, brought Thouſands upon Thouſands 
of them to the Faith in Chriſt: Neither 
can any other Reaſon be aſſign'd, why the 
Jews perſiſt in Unbelief, ſo obſtinately at 
this Day, than the Churches Apoſtacy from 
the Spirit of the Law and the Prophets. 
Since the allegorical Interpretations have been 
ſo much out of Uſe, we rarely hear of 
the Converſion of a Few, whoſe Sincerity is 
not ſuſpected, and were any of the Apoſtles 
and Fathers of the Church now alive, they 
would ſay now what they did of Old, that 
the Infideluy of the Jews proceeded from the 
Veil of the Letter of the Law, that was upon 
their and our Hearts, in the reading of the 
Old Teftament, And though the Jewiſh Wri- 
ters of late Ages againſt Chriſtianity, do, as 
the Author of he Diſtourſe obſerves, object 
Wo againſt us onr allegorical Interpretations of 
3 the Old Teſtament; Yet what is the Reaſon 
Mt of that? Becauſe that being prejudiced and 
N poſſeſs d with an Averſion to Chriſtianity, and 
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5 knowing that our Alegoriſts of Old converted 
| 4 Multitudes of them to the Faith, therefore 
R they expoſe and ridicule allegorical Expoſitions, 
1 i — — — — — 


| \ r Hiſtory ot the Jews, p. 184. 
| | 5 Page 81, 82, 83. 28 
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though they implicitly thereby depart from 
that Doctrine of their Anceſtors, on which, 
and which alone, is, founded the Expectation 
of a Meſſiah. Becauſe then the Jews at this 
Day, are Enemies to Allegories, therefore 
Mr. W. thinks we ſhould give up the Alle- 
gorical Scheme of Interpretation, as the * grand 
Stumbling-Block in the way of the Converſion of 
the Jews to Chriſtianity: Is not this poor 
Reaſoning in Mr. W.? Juſt like his Reaſon; for 
the Excluſion ot the Book of Canticles out of 
the Bible, becauſe ſome of his impious - Ac- 
puaintance ſcoſſd at it, as a looſe and ob- 
ſcene Piece, in a way he conld not anſwer. 
But however, when 1 hear that Mr. Whiſtor's 
literal Expoſitions, and Accompliſhments of Scrip- 
ture Prophecy, make many Jewiſh Converts, 1 
will be of his Mind. In the mean Time, 
do and muſt believe, that the Illuſtration 
and Application of the Types under the Law 
to our Jeſus, and the proving him a Pro- 
phet like Moſes, by a myſtical Interpreta- 
tion of Exodus, to be the 'moſt' cogent and 
irreſiſtable Argument of his Meſſsakſhip to the 
Jews, which muft captivate them upon the 
Principles of their Anceſtors; who, I ſay it 
again, founded their Expectation of a Meſſiah, 
on the allegorical Interpretation of the Law, 
and admitted the Maxim of St. Paul, that 
all Things happen d to their Fathers in Types and 
Figures. 
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t Diſeourſe of the Grounds, p. 83. 
y Supplement to his Eſſay. 
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St. Auguſtin, who is of as good Authority 
as Mr. W. ſays, that the w Law is ſpiritually 
to be expounded for the Converſion af the 
Fews, who thereupon will diſcern our Jeſus 
to be the Chriſt, or Meſſiah of it. And 
moreover, it was his Opinion that Elias, who 
was to be the Converter of the Jews, in 
the latter Times of the Apoſtacy, would do 
it by * ſpiritual or allegorical iaterpretations 


of the Scriptures. And indeed both Fews 


and Fathers are' of Opinion, that Elias can't 
do his Work of Reſtoration, without an alle- 
gorical Interpretation of the Law and the 


Prophets: And how ſhould he? For the 


Reſtoration of all Things conſiſting -in an 


accurate adapting of the Hiſtory of the 


Chriſtian Church, to the Jewiſh Oeconomy; 
how ſhould Elias do this, - unleſs he allego- 
rigally interpret the Law,? How can he, like 
2 wiſe Steward, bring forth out of the Trea- 
ſure of the Scriptures, Things both New and 
Old; that is, the new Things of the Goſ- 


'- fpel harmoniouſly agreeing to the old Things 


of the Law, unleſs he myſtically interpret the 
Law to that End, 


Was Elias to come in theſe our Days, to 
reſtore all Things, allegorically to interpret the 


«© — 
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Diſcant Judzi ſpiritaliter Legem intelligere, at- 
gue "4 ea invenient Chriſtum. Be Civit. Dei. Lib. XX. 
. 28. 

x Cum ergo venerit exponendo Legem ſpiritualiter, 
quam ſudei carnaliter ſapiunt, convertet Cor Patrum 
2d filios, &c. Lid. c. 29. | 
"He + T9 Scriptures, 
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$criptures, and to hold an Argnment 
with Mr. W. on this Head; it would give 
me much Pleaſure, to hear how Mr, W. would 
oppoſe St. Paul, the Fathers, and Elias him- 
ſelf, upon the ſpiritual and allegorical Scheme 
of Interpretation of Oracles. It Elias ſhould 
happen to be flow of Speech, and Mr. . 


talkative, I don't doubt. but the Clergy, the 


Auditors of ſuch a Conference, concluding, that 
in the greateſt Multiplicity of Words there 
was moſt Reaſon, (or they would not admire 
ſome voluminous Writers ) would decree him 
Conqueror. 


The Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. very lear- 


nedly and pleaſantly diverts himlelf, and his 


Readers, with Mr. W's. Abſurdities, Contradittions, 
and Paradoxes; and 1 own, I took much Satiſ- 
faction npon this Account, in the Reading of 
him. I have as great an Eſteem for Mr. 
Whiſton, as any Man need to have; and though 
Jam no Mathematitiaz my ſelf, yet upon 
common Fame, I believe him an excellent 
one: But for his Divinity I never had any 
Reſpect. His Supplement to his Eſſay, where 
he is for excluding. the Canticles as an obſcene 
Book, out of the Cauon of Scripture, has in- 
creas'd my Diſguſt to his Theology to the 
laſt Degree; becauſe that Book is a moſt 
celebrated one with Antiquity, both with Jews 
and Fathers, for its myſtical Repreſentation 
of the Love between Chriſt and his Church: 


Neither had any one Book of the whole 


Bible, more Interpreters among the Fathers, 
who ſeem to be in a Rapture, as they treat 
on it; and among whom there was an holy 

e Emulation, 
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Emulation, who ſhould riſe . higheſt. to the 
Sublimity of irs Myſteries. Any one that has 
read Origen's Remains on the Canticles, can't 
poſlibly, one would think, entertain Mr. Whiſton's 
Opinion. And 1 could never have believ'd, 
that a ſerionſly pretended Reviver of Primitive 
Chriſtianity, would have rejected that Sacred Book, 
without any ancient Authority, ( excepting 
ſuch as Theodoret J Tpeaks of, who were like 
Mr. Whiſton's prophane Friends, that gave hin 
the Hint to rail againſt it) or without any 
other Reaſon than becauſe to himſelf, being 
unable t6 to reach to the myſtical Senfe of 
it, it ſeem'd to be a looſe and obſcene Piece. 
This I ſay, increas'd my Diſguſt at Mr. Whiſtor's 
Writings; but when I beheld his Opinion 
above, againſt the allegorical Interpretation © 
the Scriptures, becauſe they tend to harden 
Fews and Inſidels in Unbelief, and his No- 
tion about the Corruption of our Bible, and 
his way to help us to another, my Stomach 
was turir'd againſt them. 


Mr. Wyiſton would be thought a zealous 
Contender for the Doctrine of the Primitive 
Church, and has publiſhd Four Volumes in 
Octauo, call d Primitive Chriſtianity Reviv d. The 
other Day, and not before, I took thoſe 
Volumes into my Hands: And what would any 
rational Man, before his Peruſal of them, con- 
clude they conſiſted of? Nothing leſs, certain- 
ly, than of many old Principles of the Fa- 
thers reviy'd and illuſtrated ; or of the old Ar- 
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ments for the Truth of Chriſtianity, againſt 
Jews and Gentiles, which he had given new 
Life and Force to. But inſtead of this, they 
confiſt of a Story of his Baniſhment from 
Cambridge, of his Controverſy with the Con- 
vocation, of an Epiſtolary Correipondence 
with ſome Friends, of a new Edition of 
lenatius's Epiſtles, and the Apoſtolical Con- 
ſtitutions, with his Diſſertations on them, and 
of an Edition of the Second Book of Eſdras; 
all which ( excepting his Account of the Pri- 
mitive Faith, in which he is miſtaken) have 
no more Relation to the Title of his Books, 
than moſt of the Sermons that are now a 
Days preach'd, are a-kin to the Texts they are 
pretended xo treat on. 


Had I been born, and educated with 
an Averſion to the Clergy of this Age, whom 
1 have loved to a Fault, and ſhould be over- 
joy'd to ſee them expoſed to the laſt Degree, 
tor Ignorance and Impertinence; I could not 
wiſh any one to do it more effeQually than 
Mr. W. will, if he goes on. As he has a 
great many Admirers among the Clergy, who 
implicitly follow him as Sheep do a Bellwether, 
ſo his Schemes about the Corruptneſs of the 
Hebrew Bible, and his Deſign (as the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. repreſents it, for 1 never 
read his Eſſay) to publiſh a new one, (which 
his Friends will take upon Truſt, and others, 
being ignorant of the Reaſon of the preſent 
Difference between the Hebrew and Greek Text, 
will be unable to confute ) muſt of Neceſſity 
expoſe the whole Clerical Body to the Contempt 
of the Age enſuing. * nothing will _ 

uu 
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ſubſtantially do this, than his Opinion that 
the allegorical Interpretation of the Scriptures, 
expoſes our Religion to the Jnſults of Jews 
and Jfidels z which Opinion, however groſs and 
abſurd in it ſelf, the. Clergy will not dare to 
gainſay, becauſe of the fatal Conſequence of it 
to their Reputation and Intereſt, 


I have a Story to tell Mr. Whiſton, and 1 
know not where more pertinently to bring it 
in, than in this Place; and that is, that it was 
the univerſal Opinion, as appears from : Atha- 
naſius, a Hilary, and > Proſper Aquitanicus, of the 
Homoouſian Fathers, of the Fourth and Fifth 
Centuries, that Arianiſm made Way for, and 
prepared the Church for the coming of An- 
tichriſt, I, being a Man of Curioſity, could 
not forhear, ſearching into Hiſtory for the 
Truth of this Opinion: Accordingly, upon 
ſtrict Enquiry, 1 do find that the great An- 
tichriſt was born in the Fifth Century, and was 
begotten by Armilius cn a Babyloniſh Whore, 
who was the Daughter of Ar:us; whether ſhe 
was his legitimate or ſpurious Off-ſpring, 1 ſtay'd 
not to enquire; but for the Truth of this 
Story, I am able to account, when call'd upon 
to it. And it is plain that Antichriſt the 
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SE. ln pol. cont, Arian, Sect. go. 
4 Nam ipſi (dion) nunc Chriftum novum, per 
quem Anti-Curiftus ſubreperet, intulerunt. Ia Lib, 
cont. Auxentium, | | | | 
d Arianos lignat Propheta, Præcurſofes Anti-Chrifti. 
In Dimid. Temp. Cay. 10. 
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genuine Deſcendant of Arius, is now grown 
up to a huge . Monſter of Nonſence, Inco- 
herence, and Impertinence ; or his Grand-children 
of this Generation would not advance ſuch a 
butky Abſurdity and Contradiction to all Senſe, 
Reaſon, and Authority, as is tkis, that rhe 


| 22 — Interpretation of the Law and the 


Prophets, obſtructs the Converſion of both Jews and 
Infidels. 


But ſo much at preſent for Mr. Whifton; | 
return then to my Exhortation of you, Sirs, 
again to ſearch the Scriptures, by an allegorical 
Interpretation of them, for a Teſtimony of 
the Meſſiahſhip of our Jeſus. And I would not 
ſo often and moſt ſeriouſly urge and preſs you 
to this, if { my ſelf was not of Ability to 
demonſtrate the Truth of Chriſtianity accord- 
ingly, and fully perſuaded and convincd in my 
Conſcience, that there is no other way to 
prove our Feſus to be the Chriſt, and Meſſiab. 
It is not, Sirs, to ſtrengthen and confirm your 
Adverſary in his Objection againſt our Religi- 
on, that I am for holding the Affirmative of 
the Qneſtion in Diſpute, but to excite you to 
a Defence of Chriſtianity, according to it; 
whereby you will humour the Author of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. in his Objection, and convince = 
him upon his own Principles. If I am parti» 
al, I ſay. it again, it is on your Side, being 
more zealons for the Truth of our Religion, 
and better able to defend ir, than any of you 
all. And if you pleaſe to allow of your Ad- 
verſary's prime Polition, that Chriſtianity is foun- 
ded on the Old Teſtament, or that the Goſpel of 
Crit is only to be * from the Predicti- 
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Ons of the Law and the Prophets; and wilt 


Proceed in your Vindications of our Religion 
according to it, you ſhall find me your real 
Friend and Abettor, who will aſſiſt and direct 
you to this Purpoſe. For I will not ſtand by, 


as an unconcern'd and diſintereſted Moderator, 


and fee Chriſtianity ſuffer by the Impotency 
of your Defences, or by the Power of the 
Odjection of your Adverſary; whoſe moſt inge- 
nious and learn'd Performance, I hope, will 
have no worſe Effect upon the Church, than to 
awaken her Prieſts to a Vindication of her Re- 
ligion from Prophecy, as the alone more ſure 
and ſelid Foudation, ſhe is built on. 


It is the Opinion of Mr. Newcome, one of 
the Writers againſt the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&c. that '© the Study of the Prophecies has perhaps 
been too much neglected, ſo that this zealow Op- 
poſition may providentially be of great Service to 
the Chriſtian Church, and promote a more accurate 
Underſtanding of the Prophetick Writings ; of whoſe 
Opinion 1 am exactly, and hope that this Book 
of the Adverſary, which Mr. Newcome unwa- 
rily calls Pernicious, may in the End be of 
2 Conſequence, ſo as to diſpoſe, if not force 
ſome to prove the Truth of our Religion from 
Prophecy; which, if clearly made out, the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe will allow to be a moſt 


ſure, proper, and indiſputable Evidence and Proof 


of it. And who is the Man that would not 
think himſelf happy, and exalted to Honour 


* 


© See his Sermon of the more ſure Word of Pro- 
phccy, p. 39. * Fo 
K that 
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that ſhould do this; that is, proye the eſſe 
abſhip of Feſus, from the exact Harmony of the 
Goſpel to the Law of Moſes, fo as for ever 
to put to Silence, and ſtop the Mouths of Jews 
and Irfidels againſt him. To this 'Purpoſe the 
ſaid Mr. Newcome ſays again, 4 that it muſt be 
very acceptable to God, and honourable to our ſelves, 
to Yderans the pro hetick Language, Or rather, 
as he fheuld have fd, the prophetick Stile; for 
the prophetick Languages are the Hebrew and 
the Greek, which many underſtand well; but 
the prophetick Stile, as St. Clement of Alexandria 
ſays, is parabolical, which no Body underſtands 
beſides Mr. Newcome, or my ſelf. But excy- 
ſing this Miſtake, which is the ſame that © Mr, 
Whiſton has often committed, and is but a ſmall 
Blunder, in Compariſon of the Huge Bulls, 
greater Doctors of Dio have made, I think 
Mr. Newcome's Sermon for theſe Two foreſaid 
Expreſſions, worthy of the Light: Neither do 
I ſee any other Reaſon why Dr. Snape, the 
then Vice Chaucellor, and the Heads of the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge; deſired him to Print it, 
excepting this one, that being charm'd with the 
Sound of the Words, Types, Figures, Symbols, 
Allegories, and Hieroglyphicks, which often occur 
in it, they laid hold of this Opportunity by a 
Publication of that Sermon, to teſtify co the 
World their Approbation of and Eſteem for 
the Symbolical Philoſophy and Theology of the 
greateſt Typiſt, Myſtiſt, Hieroglyphi/t, aud Oneiro- 
crite in the Univerſe, who return them his 
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hearty Thanks for that Compliment upon him- 
ſelf, and Reproof of his Defamers. No other 
Conſideration, I dare ſay, moved Dr. Snape to 
encourage an otherwiſe empty Invective againſt 
the ſuppoſed Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. who 
for his great Learning, and other excellent En- 
dowments, is a greater Honour to King's-Col- 
lege, than any Dactor of Divinty that ever was 
Member of it. If I am miſtaken in theſe Con- 
jectures, I expect to be rightly inform'd, and 
then I will retract publickly, and make ſuch 
Obſervations on that Sermon, as ſhew, Men of 
3 and waking Ears, could not approve 
of it. e "I ES: LE : 


But to return again to the Buſineſs in Hand, 

which is- to exhort you, .Sirs, to a Proof 6f 
Chriſtianity from Prophecy, or of the Meſ- 
fiahſhip of Jeſus, from his Completion of the 
Types and Predictions of him in the Law 
and the Prophets. I can't too often ſay it, 
that the Logos, or Spirit of the Law of Moſes, 
and the Prophets, is the Rock, on which alone 
the Church can be built; and the truſting to, 
or deviſing of any other Arguments for the 
Truth of our Religion, is but building on a 
Sandy Foundation. It is the common Com- 
plaint of the Clergy, that Infidelity gains 
Ground, and I verily believe it: But what is 
the Cauſe of it? If the Clergy would lay their 
Hands upon their Hearts, they might be con- 
ſcions, that their own irrational, 1ncoherent, 
and impertinent Defences of Religion, have 
occaſion'd many ſenſible Gentlemen to call the 
Truth of it into Queſtion. With“ the Mul- 
titude of Boylcan Leltures, Infidelity increaſes 
| | An 
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And 1 am fo far from wondering, that there 
ſhould be Infidels among us, that 1 much 
more wonder, conſidering the Abſurdities and 
Contradictions, the Advocates for Religion ad- 
vance, that there is, among Gentlemen of Senſe 
and Reading, ſo much as one Believer of the 
Truth of it, We may ſee how the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. ſports himſelf with ſuch 
Inconſiſtencies and Abſurdities of the Wrirers 
of the Church, as do infer that Religion is 
not defenſible upon any of their Principles, 
much leſs upon all of them taken together. 
And were not the Whiters for Chriſtianity, 
concern'd more in Intereſt than in Principle, 
for the Truth of it, I ſhould think them prin- 
cipally, conſidering the Inferences that naturally 
flow from their Tenets, no better than Un- 
believers in Diſguiſe, who under Pretence of 
writing for the Chriſtian Religion, like the 
Author of the Defence, &c. had nothing more in 
View, than the Overthrow of it. Was I to 
go about to collect the many groſs Incoher- 
encies and Abſurdities that are publiſh'd in 
Behalf of Chriſtianity, I ſhould never have 
done. But to mention ſome of them, with Re- 
lation to our preſent Caſe ; what's a greater 
Contradiction, than what Dr. Nicholls * aſſerts, 
that it 1s the Glory of Chriſtiamty to be founded 
on Allegory; and what a Writer againſt the 
Author of the Dicſourſe,&c.affirms, in the very Title 
of his Pamphlet, that the "Chriſtian Relig on 5s 
not founded on Allegory? What's more inco- 
herent, than the Opinion of Dr. Jenkins, Mr. 
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f Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p. 269. 


Dallee, 


| Dallee, and others, that the Old Teflament 5s 
the moſt plain of all ancient Writings, aud eaſy _ 
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to be underſtood; and the Opinion of Mr. 
Dodwell, Dr. Hare, and others, that it is hard 
to be underſtood, being involv'd with the 
Obſcurity of Types, Tropes and Figures. What's 
a greater Abſurdity than Mr. Whiſtor's litera) 
myſtical Scheme, or than his Enmity to Alle- 
gories, together with his Reception of Baraa- 


bass Epiſtle into the Canon; or that his AC. 


ſertion of St. Jerome's being the firſt. Allegori- 
cal Interpreter, when he is conſcious that 
all the Fathers of the preceding Ages were 
ſuch too? But the Bulwark of A-tio Chriſt ianiſm 
the Source of Confuſhon within the Church, and 
the Ahlum of Infidels without, is that hor- 
rible Opinion of moſt pernicious Conſequence, 
which Chriftian Writers, perticularly Proteſtants, 
have firſt advanc'd and defended, viz. that the 
Gewiſh Cabals, or myſtical Theology, is of no 
older a Date than after the Captiviry. This 
Opinion Father Simon, Monſ, Le Clerc, and Dr. 
Spencer, whom J account no better than Infidels, 
eſpouſe, and ſmite Chriſtianity to the Quick 
with it: And we ſee the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe ł embraces it, and by the Means of it, 
plays faſt and looſe with our Religion, pulling 
down at one Time, what he would ſeem to 
build up at another with Allegories. If we 


let this Opinion paſs uncorrected, we muſt al- 


low the Caraites and Sadducees of Old, to be 
the more Orthodox Divines among the Jews 
and moreover hold with h Dr. Lightfoot, fo, 


— 


7 Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p. Br, 90, 118. 
2 Of the Fall of Jeruſalem. Se, 10. 
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whom 1 have more Charity than to ſuſpect of 
Infidelity, that the Jewiſh Cabaliſtical Converts 
infeſted Chriſtianty with their deadly and unpro- 


firable Allegories; that is, corrupted the Apoſtles 


and Fathers of the Church with their Myſti- 
cal, and Typical Theology. If ſo, farewell to 
Chriſtianity, and of conſequence, to- all Religion. 
And though the Biſhop of Litchfield inconſide- 
rately i ſays, that he is not concern d to vindicate 
the Antiquity aſcrib'd by Philo, to the allegorick 
way of Writing, much leſs the Abuſe it was 
carryd to by. after- Ages, no, nor to defend at all 
this manner of Writing, yet I am ſure he is 
obliged to it, or it is impoſſible to write a 
good Defence of Chriſtianity. And if he, or 
ſome others of better Abilities, do not do it, 
before 1 undertake it my ſelf, I will exhibit 
ſuch an Accuſation againſt the Clergy of this 


Age for Apoſtacy, and even for Infidelity too, 


if they may be charg'd with the Conſequence 
of their Opinions, as they ſhall not be able to 
acquit themſelves of. 


It is then of the, firſt Importance, to contend 
for the Opinion of the Fathers and ancient 
Jews, that the Cabaliftical Theology, or alle- 
gorical way of Interpretation of the Law, 
was derived from Moſes, ( for which I have 
Demonſtration on proper Occaſion to be pro- 
duced ); and if but according to it, we 
can prove the Law prophetical of the Goſ- 
pel, or our Jeſus, in this Oeconamy, a Pro- 
phet like to Moſes, we ſhall then eſtabliſh 
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Chriſt ianity on its ſure Foundation, and re- 


ſtore Antiquity to her righeful Chair of Au. 
thority, And I don't doubt but the Man 
that does this, will be the Converter of 
Tews and Ivfidels, and like a Conquerer, ride 
in a triumphal Chariot over the falſe Gods and 
falſe Chriſts of the Univerſe, which being bound 
in Parabolical Chains, will be led as Caprives 
to him. 


This then is farther Encouragement to the 
Study of the allegorical, myſtical, and pro- 
phetical Senſe of the Scriptures, for a Proof 
of the Meſſiahſhip of Jeſus. But you'll ask 
here, Where muſt we begin to expound al 
Things that are written in the Lam, and in the 
Prophets, and in the Pſalms, concerning our Jeſus ? 
I 'Anſwer, where the Holy Jeſus, who is the 
Divine Legos, upon his ſpiritual Reſurrection 
out of the Grave of the Letter, will direct 
us, and that is, to begin with Moſes, and then 
proceed to the Prophets, and ſo expound the 
Things concerning himſelf. Or as it is St. 
Auguſtin's Kk Opinion, we muſt begin this my- 
ſtical and allegorical Expoſition, with the De- 
liverance of the Iſraelites out of Egypt: We 
muſt open our Mouths in Parables, that is, in 
the Parabolical Hiſtory of that Egyptian De- 
liverance, and apply it to the Hiſtory of the 
Redemption of Chriſt's Church from Gentile 
idolatry, and the perſecuting and harden'd 


. Harts of the Emperors of Rome. We muſt declare 


and illuſtrate Enigma's of Old, ſuch as we 
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may ſee by open Viſion, and ſuch as we have 
heard of from our Fathers, who have told 
us of them, to the Intent that Poſterity might 
be in form'd of the Wonders tbat God did 


for the Primitive Church, after the Manner 


he had done before for old Iſrael. You. 
know, Sire, I am both able and willing to 
aſſiſt you in ihis Work; and if you and I 
together, upon the concurrent Teſtimony of 
Jews and Fathers (Hiſt cry, Civil and Eccleſiaſt i. 
cal, all along ſupporting us) do this clearly, 
we ſhall open and prepare the Way for the 
myſtical and allegorical Interpretation of the 
reſt of the Law and the Prophets, in ſuch 
a Manner as the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
muſt yield to, and which muſt of Neceſlity 
Subdue and Conquer bim upon his own Prin- 
ciples. Though it was Fauſtws's Opinion and 
Objection, that our Jeſus was not at all a 
Prophet like Zoſes, yet I queſtion not, but 
we ſhall ſhow they bear a Reſemblance ro 
each other, as Face anſwereth to Face in a Glaſs: 
And though the! Author of the Diſcourſe, Ye, 
as well as Celſus and Porphiry, may be of O- 
pinion, that the Two Teſtaments, of the 
Letter, and of the Spirit, are not by allego- 
rical Interpretations to be reconciFd. to each 
other; yet I doubt not, but we ſhall demon- 
ſtrate them to be like a Pair of Indentures, 
that in all Points correſpond to one another. 
And though you, Sir, may be diſhearten'd 
with the Apprehenſions of the Difficulty, and 


even Impoſlibility of ſuch a Demonſtration, 
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yet, I ſay, fear not, and in Time you may 
receive the Pleaſure and Satisfaction, Origen a 
ſpeaks of, of beholding, and of contemplatiog 


tne Harmony and Agreement between the Two 
Teſtaments. | 


What then honld hinder you, Sirs, from 
taking this Method, which is ſo cogent, 
proper, and convincing, with your Adver- 
ſary? There is indeed a Lett and Impedi- 
ment cr Two in the Way, but 1 am aſhamed 
to mention them before Scholars, Chriſtians, and 
Philoſophers, who are or ſhould be ſuch Lovers of 
Truth, and of their Religion, as to be ready to lay 
down their Lives, much more their ſecular 

0 Intereſts for it. But whether you will take 
my Ad vice, and accept of my Aſſiſtance, or 
not; yet, if you write any more againſt the 
Author of the Diſcourje, &c. let me beg of you 


to take theſe Cautions and Ad monitions along 
with you. | 


_ Firſt, That you accuſe him no more of wri- 
ting a without Learning, and with but o little 
Learning, as ſome of you do, till you can 
make good your Accuſation, and diſcover more 
Learning in your Oppoſition to him. He is 
certainly a moſt learned and ingenious Gentle- 
man. He has rightly and ſtrenuouſly attack d 
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m Incundum eſt i ſtum Conſenſum intelligere circa 
convenientia duorum Teftamentorum. Jn Mats. 
Tra8. 6. : 
n Levington, of the Nature and Uſe of a Type, 1 
* Preface. p. 4. 

e Newcome, in the Dedication of his Sermon. 8 
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the Truth of Chriſtianity, which you are not 

able to defend. He has batter'd the Church 
with her own Armour, and beaten her ſacer- 
dotal Guards with their own Weapons. His 
Performance beſpeaks great Art, and much In- 
duſtry; whilſt your Replies, for the moſt Part, 
conſiſt of Gibberiſh and Impertinence. If you, 
any of you, had manifeſted any good Reading 
in your Anſwers, or had contended with him 
upap equal Reafon and Authority, I ſhould not 
have paſs'd this Cenſure: But, as the Caſe 
ſtands, I ſhould de an unjuſt Moderator, if I 
had not given you this Reproof, Your Charge, 
Sirs, againſt him, for want of Learning, is as 
Graceleſs, as that of an impudent Bawd's accu- 
ſing a moſt virtuous and modeſt Virgin of re- 
peated Fornicat'ons; and ] was put to the Bluſh 
at the reading of, ſuch a ſenſleſs and ground- 
leſs Calumny. In ſhort. the Second Part of 
the Author's Diſcourſe in Vindication of our Bi- 
ble, againſt Mr. Hhifton's Eſſay, is ſo curious, 
learned, and elaborate, that I queſtion he- 
ther it can be equall'd by any Doctor of the 
Church, Whether the Clergy think of giving 
him publick Thanks for it, 1 can't tell; bur 
he is more deſerving of them, than was the 
Earl of N. , for his Defence of the Do- 
ttrine of the Trinity: And I hope the Two Y- 
niverſities will take it into Conſideration, eſpe- 
cially Cambridge, and pay that Reſpect which 
is due to a moſt learned Gentlemar, who" wes 


once a Member of, and is now an Honour tO 
her Body. 
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Secondly, 1 obſerve, Sirs, you charge the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe Þ with Malice, and for be- 
ing a Scoffer, and call his Treatiſe 4 a grave 
Piece of Buffoonry. Wherefore is all this fon! 
Language? Becauſe an ingenious Gentleman la- 
bours under ſome Doubts about the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, which the weak Arguments of its 
Advocates, and their. other Abſurdities ard 
 Contradiftions have occaſion'd; and begguſe, 
like other Controvertiſts in Religion, he takes 
the Liberty to propoſe his Doubts and Obje- 
ctions from the Preſs, in order for Satisfaction 
in them; is he therefore to be accuſed of Ma- 
lice? And becauſe he art fully diſguiſes his Infidel. 
ty, to avoid giving Offence to weak Brethren 
of a blind and implicit Faith ; is he therefore 
to he accuſed of writing a grave Piece vf Buf- 
foonry? And becauſe he pleaſantly diverts him- 
ſelf and his Readers, with the Impertinence of 
Boylean Lecturers, and of other Theological 
Scribblers, is he therefore to be accounted a 
Sceſſer? There is no Reaſon in all this; which 
an impartial Reader will turn to the Diſad van- 
tage of the Clergy, and conclude it an Argu- 
ment of the Badneſs of their Cauſe, or of their 
Impotency for the Defence of it, or they 
would not have Recourſe to ſuch foul Lan- 


guage, 


There are indeed -too many Inſtances to be 
given of malicious Writers, among our Polemi- 
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cal Divines, who more than any Men of ano- 
ther Craft, bear a Spite againſt one another, 
Some Authors of high Station in the Church, 
had never been, with that Bitterneſs of Stile, 
written againſt, if they had not been envy'd 

In their Preferments: And it is well known, 
that the Prieſthood of this Age are ſuch a 
Generation of Vipers, that, were they not re- 
ſtrain'd by the. Civil Authority, would through 
Malice, be biting and devouring one another. 
But the Author of the Diſcourſe can't poſſibly 
bear any Malice to God and Religion, nor e- 
ven to the Clergy, unleſs their Haughtineſs and 
IM-uſage of him ſometimes may have diſob- 
lig'd, and provok'd him to it. F 


And there are Byffoons, mere Biſſont too, a» 
mong the Writers of the Church. I forbear to 
mention them: But if Mr. Newcome had known 
what it was to act the Buffoon in Controver- 
ſy, he would have paſs'd by the Author of the 


Di/courſe, and have thought of them. 


But a Ssoſſer, forſooth, is the Author of the 
Diſcourſe call'd ; and one of the -Mriters againſt 
him thinks himſelf witty for ſaying, that he 
who writes againſt Prophecy, has fulfild that 
of St. Peter, who ſays, that in the laſt Days 
ſhall come Scoffers, But let me tell him, that 
St. Peter ſpeaks not of / fidels, but of Apoſtates, 
who, being departed from the Primitive Do- 
Ctrine of the Spirit of the Law, will Scoff at 


.the Revival of it; and it will be well, if ſome 


Clergymen. ben't found greater Scoffers, Revilers, 

and Blaſpemers of the Spirit of Prophecy, than 

the Author of the Diſcourſe is, or can be, 
Thirdly 


: 
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Thirdly, A certain Threepenny Writer. of a Let- 
ter to the Author of the Diſcourſe, who ſub- 
Tribes himſelf 4 Divine of the Church of Eng- 
land, ſays to him thus, „If you will promiſe, 
& that if there be any farther Corraſpondence 
ce hetween us, you'll behave your ſelf more like 
A Man, more like a Perſon of moral Honeſty 
and Integrity, but eſpecially more like a Gen- 
„ eleman, a Scholar, and a Philoſopher, and keep 
«© cloſe to the Argument, and leave out every 
« Thing that is forcign. to it, I will draw up 
«© what ſeems to me a concluſive Proof of the 
&« Truth of the Cbriſtian Religion, and publiſh 
ce it as ſoon as conveniently may be.“ Where- 
fore is all this Ribaldry, Random-ſhot, and Bil- 

ling ſgate Language? The Author of the Diſcourſe 
has ſhewn himſelf to be a Scholar, and a: Philo- 
ſepher, to whom this Threepenny Writer, for any 
Thing appears in his Letter, is not compara- 
ble. And though he may draw up and pub- 
liſh before Latier Lammas, ſomewhat, that in 


his own Conceit, may ſeem a concluſive Proof 


of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; yer for 
want of Senſe, Reaſon and Argument 1n it, it 
will never be thought ſuch, in the penetrating 
Judgment of the Author of the Diſcourſe. More- 
over, as 1 hear, the Author of the Diſcourſe is 
unqueſtionably a Gentleman of moral Hoxefty and 
Integrity, in his Dealings and Converſation in 
the World, (which can't be faid of many 
Prieſts) neither is his Integrity and Honeſty to 
be call'd into Queſtion upon his Diſcourſe of 
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the Grounds, &c, unleſs it can be proved that 
he has wilfully falſified in his Quotations ; 
which none have attempted. Such a Reflection 
then, upon @ Gentleman of his Worth, is very 


provoking; and was he not a hr = * 


even more of a Chriſtian; than the Writer of 
this Threepenny Letter, he would reſent it, and 
give him Chaſtiſement; which, if it was exe- 
cuted upon him with ſome Severity, would be 
no Infringement of that Freedom of Debate , 
1 the Autbor of tbe Diſcourſe contends 
or. 


Fourthly, The Writer of a Pamphlet, called, 
The Chriſtian Religion not founded on Allegory, 
lays, the Author of the Diſcourſe is * an Enemy 
to all Religion, and conſequently a common Enemy 
to Mankind, What's this for? To incenſe the 
Civil Magiſtrate againſt him, and to raiſe the 
Eccleſiaſtical Mob upon him, as if he was no 
more to be endured in human Society, than a 
Wolf among Sheep, or in the Neighbourhood 
of the Clergy, than a Fox near Geeſe ? Whether 


the Author of the Diſcourſe be not as good a 


Friend to human Society, as any of the Clergy 


about him, I appeal to his Neighbours, and 
to others, who have the Honour and Happi- 


neſs of his Acquaintance and Converſation. It 
is indeed the common Topick of Preachers, 
that Atheiſm and Infidelity are pernicious to 
the Welfare of Mankind; but all that they 
have. hitherto preach'd and printed on this 
Head, does not amount to a Proof, that even 
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Atheiſts would not be for forming themſelves 
into a Regular Society, and for enaQing of 
Laws for the happy and peaceable Government 
of it. And it is true on the other Hand, 
that Religion, true Religion tends to the Hap- 
ptneſs of Mankind, even in this World; but 
then it muſt be of another Sort, than has 
been profeſs'd hy the Prieſts, of whatſoever 
Denomination, for many Apes paſt ; who by 
their furious and blind Zeal for Church and 
Holy Cauſe, have overturned Governments, cre- 
ated Factions, increas'd Striſe, and occafion'd 
Wars and Bloodſhed, to the Havock and De- 
ſtruction of Mankind. There is nothing more 
notorious, than that the Prieſth:od is the moſt 
cruel, ferocious and outragious Part of the 
Creation; and were they not ridden by the Civil 
Authority, as a blind Horſe of much Mettal is, 
with a ſtrait Rein, and ſtrong Hand, would 
be running at all, trampling upon their Neigh- 
bours, and committing Devaitation and Waſte, 
The very worſt that can be ſaid of the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe, is, that he is for curing 
Mankind of a falſe and blind | Zeal for Religi- 
on, and for preyenting the unhappy Eſtects of 
, it for the future, No doubt, but he is for 
good and wholſome Laws, for the Conſervati- 
on of the publick Peace and Welfare; which 
may be made c ffectual without the other Ties 
of Religion, unleſs they had viſibly greater 
Obligation upon the Prieſts, as well as upon 
9 Conſcience, than they now ſeem 
tO have. * 


Ffflhÿ, Mr. Whiſton ſays of a certain Gen- 
tleman, the ſuppoſed Author of the Diſcourſe, 
| | that 
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that he is guilty of © groſs Immoraliiy, impious 


Fraud, and Lay-Craft, for receiving the Sacra- 


ment according to the Church of England, &c. 


to qualify himſelf for the Commiſſion of Peace. 


This is a heavy Charge, and is as fooliſh, un- 
reaſonable, and ſcandalous, as any of the form- 
er. What could Mr. W. have ſaid worſe of 
the moſt fraudulent Practice of the moſt noto- 
rious Knave, In Charity to Mr. W. I imagine 
theſe froward Words proceeded from his raſh 
Paſſion, void of Conſideration, (as he is not a 
Man without Fire in his Temper) rather than 
from his deliberate Thoughts -and Judgment. 
I am not to write a Vindication of that Gen- 
tleman's' Occaſional Conformity, which he can 
do better for himſelt: And it he can't juſtify 
his Conduct in this Caſe, in his own way of 
Writing, upon the Example of Joſeph's Confor- 
mity to “ the eſtabliſp'd Church of Egypt; yet he 
may ſay much in Ex enuation and Mitigation 
of his Fault, and to ſhew that, if it be at all 
a Fault, it is deſctving of a much ſofter Name, 
than that of an impious Fraud, ard groſs Immo- 
rality. But what is it that this Gentleman does, 
which Mr. W. gives theſe bard Words to! 
Nothing worſe than comply with the Com- 
mand of the Civil Authority, in a Thing which 
is harmleſs in it ſelf, for the Service of his 
King and Country. And if he have not the 
ſame Taſte of the Bread and Wine at the 
Communion, which PT apiſts, or Lutherans, or 
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= Calviniſt have, how can he help it? The Fa- 
| 1 lates of Mens Souls are as different as the Pa- 
1 Artes of their Month. And if he rceeive not 

| the Euchariſtical Elements with that Devotion, 

| ſome Laymen do; yet he does with as much 

= as ſome Prieſts who conſecrate them, and have 

= been ſhrewdly ſuſpected of Infidelity. Does 


| 
A 
| 
| 
| 


& | not Mr. Whifto: know, that the like Practice 
=}. with this Gentleman, or rather a much worſe 
| one is the Faſhion of the Age we live in, but 
never was ſo exclaim'd againſt in any others? 
Does he not know, that our rigid Diſſenters 
are occaſional Communicants for a Place of 
| | Truſt and Profit, who at other Times, for 
| Conſcience Sake, will not enter our Church 
N Doors? And though this their Hypoctiſy has 
been often ſpoken of in Print, yet- never was in- 
veigh'd againſt in the like reproachful Terms: 
M And let any one judge, where lies the great- 
| eſt Sin, whether in the Diſſenting Prevar:cator, 
or in the Anthor of the Diſcourſe, upon Princi- 
| ple. Does not Mr. W. know, that his Aria- 
| niz'd Friends of the Clergy, ſubſcribe to the 
1 Articles of our Church, &c. for Preferment, 
1 which is ſuch impious Fraud and Prevarication, 
18 that the Author of the Diſcourſe, I believe, de- 
8 teſts and abhors. Does not Mr. W. know, 
1 that all the Clergy, one with another, or up- 
Wl | on one. Occaſion or other, take Oaths againſt 
Principle, but would not like to be branded 
with the odious Name of groſs Immoraliſts for 
| it? And what does this Gentleman, the Author 

| of the Diſcourſe, do, in receiving the Sacrament, 
= that is comparably ſo bad ? Why muſt he be 
| 4 | fo ſhot at for a little Diſſimulation, and the 
F Clergy ſpared for a much greater? Mr, W. ſhould 
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„have excuſed the Ant hor of the Diſcourſe, upon 
2» Conſideration of ſuch Practices in the Clergy, 


which, in all Probability, are ſome Occaſion of 
his Infidelity ; For, beſides his Penetration into 
the Invalidiry of their, Arguments for the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, he may . reaſonably be ſcanda- 
liz2d at their irreligious Compliances againſt 
Principle, and ſuſpect them of Scerticiſm at 
leaſt, or they would not be guilty ot them. 
If then the Author of the Difcourje, &c. upon 
an Occaſion appear like a Chriſtian at Church, 
as the Clergy at other Times do like 7rfidels 
out of it; who, I pray, is the greateſt Singer, 
guilty of the moſt impious Fraud, and  groſſeſt 
{mmorality ? But, | 


Sixthly and Laſtly, Whatever you ay, Sirs, 
of the Author of the Diſcourſe in Print, to his 
Diſreputation and Diſudyantzge, let me beg of 
you to raiſe, no falſe Reports of him in com- 
mon Talk and Converſation. It was confident- 
ly reported of him, upon the coming forth of 
Mr. Whiſton's Literal Accompliſhments of Scripture 
Prophecies, as I had it fiom Mr. Coiterel of A. 
ſley, that he was aſhamed of the Diſcourſe of 
the Grounds, and had diſown'd it. 1 am per- 
ſuaded this is a notorious Falſhood (Pri-ſt-Craje 
in Perfictian) wilfully rais'd for the Service of 
thax Cauſe, you are not able to defend with 
your Pens. Though I am unacquainted with 
the Aut her of the Diſcourſe, &c. yet 1 believe 
him ſo far from being convinced by Mr. Whi. 
Bon's Book, that he does but laugh at it, as 1 
do. And if none of you can perform better in 
the Interpretation and Application of Prophecies 
than Mr. Whiſton, the ſaid Gentleman is like to 
perſiſt in his Infidelity. Theſc 
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Theſe are ſome of the Faults- tat I ob. 
ſerve in you, Sr, in the Management of 
this Controverſy; which I hope you'll avoid 
for the future, if you proceed in it. It is 
co nmonly obſery'd, that where there's much 
Railing, there's little Reaſon; and it's reckon'd 
a Sign of the Badneſs of. a Cauſe, or of 
the Weakneſs of its Advocates, when they 
have Recourſe to foul Language in Defence 
of it. The Author of the Diſcourſe , writes 
like a Gentleman, as well as Scholar, He has 
not given the Clergy, or our modern Defen- 
ders of Chriſtianity one ill Word, unlefs they 
can think him to Jronize, when he confers 
on them the Epithers of Reverend and Learned, 
Though he bires hard and cloſe ſometimes, 
vet he never barks nor ſnarls;, and I am 
forry to ſee ſo much of the canine and 
oblatrative Nature in any of his Clerical Op- 
ponents, 


But ſome will object to me here, and 
wonder that I, of all Men, can upbraid the 
Clergy with this Fault, when I have given 
them in my Free-Gift:, the moſt opprobrious 
Language that ever was beſtow'd on them. 
] — it, and if 1 had nothing to ſay in 


my Excuſe, 1 would own it to be an un- 


pardonable Crime. One Reaſon, why I treated 
the Clergy with ſuch ill Words, was to pro- 
yoke them to Combat, giving them thereby 
an Handle to lay hold on, by way of Op- 
poſition, when I, having manifeſtly the Ad- 
vantage of them in Argument, was ſure 
good Words would nat move them. * 
1 after 
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,after all, I was cautions, that 1 gave them 


no worſe Language than they deſerved, or 
than conſiſtently with the Laws of Chriſti- 
anity, Is 'juſtifiable. I have been privately, 
by a Friend, admoniſh'd of that Fault, and 
and I know, the Clergy: in Converſation 
have aggravated it to the Jaſt Degree. But 
could not have wiſh'd for a better Appology . . 


for my elf, than what the Writers againſt the 


Author of the Diſcourſe, in the Inſtances above, 
have publiſh'd, If they can vindicate them- 
felves in the Uſe of the ill Words given. 
to him, or if 1 don't defend my felt for 
what J have faid of them, if they pleaſe 
to make the Experiment by Controverſy, then 
| will plead Guity, and acknewledge my ſelf 
the worſt Writer for Scandal and Slander, that 
ever took Pen in Hand. | 


But all this, you'll ſay, is but finding Fault 
ſtill. Why don't I, or I am an unjuſt Mo- 
dirator, take Notice of the Beauty of your 
Thoughts, the Goodneſs of the Authorities, 
and the Strength of the Arguments uſed in 
all, or at leaſt ſome of your Writings. a- 
gainſt your Adverſary? 1 own, I ſhould be 
an unfair Moderator, if I ſhould not obſerve 
what is commendable, as wcil as blameworthy 
in you: Or, if I ſhonld omit to mention 
any Thing, | can, to your Honour in this 
Controverſy. But I muſt declare, all the Pieces 
I have ſeen againſt your Adverſary, whether 
taken together or apart, are mere Engraſtro- 
muthiſm, conſiſting of crude and undigeſted 
Notions, without the good Sayour of Reaſon 
and Authority. N 25 
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The moſt bulky Writer againſt the Author 


of the Diſcourſe, is the Biſhop of Litchfield; 


whoſe firſt Part of his Defence of Chiſtianity, 


conſiſts of a Proof of the Expectation, whic 
the World, in the Time. of our Jeſus, had 
of a Meſſiah, or of a Victorious Prince, out 
of the Faff, to rule the World, and reign 
in Grandure, This Proof takes up Seventy 


Four Pages of his Book, which 1 will not 


loſe Time to make Remarks on: The Au: 
thor of the Diſcourſe neither does, nor will 
deny, the World was then in Expectation 
of a Meſſiah; but he will ſay, it was of a Tems 
iba and not a Spiritual Prince; conſequently 


that Expectation is ſo far from making for 
the Meſſiahſpip of our. Feſus, that it will be 


well, if the Author of the Diſcourſe don't turn 


it to his Diſad vantage, and covertly inſinuate, 
that our Jeſus was deſervedly put to Death 
for an Impoſtor, a Stirrer up of Sedition, and a 
vain Pretender to a Title and Character, which 
did not belong to him. 


- The following Pages of the Biſhop's Book, 
to Numb. 264, conliſt of a Collection of 
Types and Prophecies out of the Old Teſta» 
ment, of his Application of them to our 
Feſus, arid of the Arguments of his being 
the Meſſiah from them. It is not my Buſi- 
neſs to 'take any of the ſaid Types and 
Prophecies into Examination, and to ſhew the 
Pertinency or Impertinence of the Biſhop's Ap- 
plication of them unto our Jeſus. Let the 
Author of the Diſcourſe do this, if } he thinks 
fit. But there is one of the Biſhop's apy 
7 ü tie 
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cies ſo obvious and plain, that I wiſh h 
had infiſted on tha, only, and had publiſh'd 
it by it ſelf, with his learn'd Comments, in 
a Pen iy Pamphlet, which might have ſaved 
him the Conſumption of much Time, Ink, 
and Paper; and me the Trouble and Charge 


of buying and reading his more voluminous 
Work. 7 


The Prophecy, . I mean, is that of Zach. 
ix 9. Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Sion, ſhout, 
O Daughter of Jeruſalem; Be bold thy K vg cometh 
unto thee, the righteous one, and that Saviour, 
um, ad riding upon an Aſs, and upon 4 Colt, 
the Fole of an Aſs, It is mighty well ob- 
ſery'd of the Biſhop, that the ancient * Jews 
underſtood this Text as a Prophecy of the 
Meſſiah; and ** how it was a Cuſtom, with 
them, to fix deeply a Remembrance of his 
« Coming, at the Paſchal Feaſt, for one to 
a i © perſonate the Meſſiah, to burſt open the 
ch Door ſuddenly, and to ride into the Room 
« upon an Aſs, and another like Elias, to 
* go after him with a Horn, to proclaim 
„and anoint him, and this to repreſent how 
* the Meſſiah ſhall enter into Jeruſalem. Af- 
ter this the Biſhop very notably * ſays, © Let 
«© them ( the unbelieving Jews or Infidels) fancy 
* what they will, the Jews, in Feſus Chriſt's 
„Time, knew but of one Meſſiah, and to 
* him they apply'd this Text of Zachary. 
For Feſu,*'s going up to Jeruſalem upon an 
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& Aſs, at his laſt Paſſover, to eaſe and de- 
te fend himſelf from the Crowd that follow'd 
% him—— made them ſtreight conclude, (the 
« people being ſtruck with this Circumſtance 
«of his Entry) be muſt be the Meſſiah. 
For, 4s he goes en, Seeing him equipt like 
* Zachary's Meſſias, they thought him to be 
ce no other but the King, that Saviour whom 


_ © they expected allo at the Feaſt of the 


© Paſſover. After what had been thus ſaid 
© ( in Hoſannas. and Acclamations ) and own'd by 
* the Fews, who can with any Face queſtion 
„ the. Evangelift for obſerving upon this Acti- 
6 on of YJeſus, that ſo it was fulfilld, 
„ which was ſpoken by the Prophet Za- 

y Coary? 1 | £ 
If this Prophecy, with its Completion, will 
not convince the Author of the Diſcourſe, what 
will? As the Biſhop reaſons remarkably, ſo 
} wiſh he had a little more diſplay'd his 
Eloquence in a lively Repreſentation of that 
famous Cavalcade at Jeſus's thus entering in- 
to Jeruſalem, becauſe I am afraid the Author 
of the Diſcourſe has but a mean Idea of Jeſus, 
a poor Man, without Form or Comelyneſs, his 
riding upon Two ill-favoured Beaſts, amidſt 
the Acclamations and Huzzas of a rude and 
mobbiſh Crew. This joyful Triumph and 
Commencement of Jeſus's Reign, was ſoon 
turn'd into Mourning, for he was crucified 
a few Days after: And .if it may not be 
queition'd whether the ſame People, becauſe 
of the Mutability of their Affections, were 
not as warm with their Outcries for his Cru- 
cifixion, as they were before with their Ho- 
| ſannas, 


[99] 


ſannas, yet it is reaſonable to think, that chat 


his, ſomewhat like, ſeditious Entrance into 
Feruſalem haſten'd that ſad and tragical Cara- 


| ftrophe of his Life, and ſhort Reign. I have 


no Mind to write, what ſome modern Divina 
of a blind Faith would call impiouſiy; other- 
wiſe I could argue from St. Jerome, J the Tui 
pitude and Impeſſubility of that triumphal Ea- 
trance of Jeſw into Feruſalem, as it is re- 
corded by the Evangeliſts: But the Auther 
of the Diſcourſe, I dare ſay, is aware of the 
Argument. Moreover, he knows how to object 
againſt ſuch literal Prophecies, and literal Ac- 
compliſhments, becauſe ſuch Prophecies, in their 
Completions, are ſubject to Counterfeit; and 
a falſe Meſſiah, as well as the Holy Jeſus, 
might have ated his Part in that mock Tri- 
umph: And withal, he can excellently reaſon 
for the Neceſſity of the * Obſcurity of Oracles 
before their Com pletion. What then muſt 
we do for the Honour of Zechary's and the 
Biſhop's Prophecy before us? Why, we muſt 
betake our ſelves to the Opinion of the an- 
cient Fews and Fathers, who held Zachary's 
Prophecy in Hand to be but a Parable, and 
that the Aſs, as well as the Daughter of Sion, 
were Symbolical, Neither did the Fathers 

O 2 other- 
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y Ergo quam Hiſtoria vel Impoſhhilitatem, vel x 
1 habeac, ad altiora tranſmittimar. 4s 
6:30 * 


* Page 44, 45. | YES 
2 Geftorum effe&ibus prophetatur, ——omnis autem 
hec [pecies futuri Ordinem tenet, & parabolicis ſigni- 
ficationibus Rerumque ptæſentium Conditionibus, he 
tur 


VVV 
otherwiſe conſider that Entrance of Jeſus into 
Jeruſalem, than as a Type and Figure of his 
more glorious and future Entry into that Spi- 
ritual and Holy City, when the Church will 
be transform'd into an Aſs, for Jeſus's Uſe 
and Riding: And, ſhe ought not to diſdain 
ſuch a Metamoryhoſts, and Transformation of 
her ſelf for Jeſus's Uſe, ſince ſhe has tranſ- 
figured him into a v Bull for her own Riding, 
for many Ages paſt, And when the Holy 
Jeſus, or Divine Logos of the Law, ſhall be 
mounted on his ſhe Aſs of the Church, for 
his glorious Expedition to the new Jeraſalem, 
amidſt the Allelujahs of the Saints; then will 
Elias be his Prodromus, riding on her winching 
and unruly Colt © of the Clergy, and, with 
the Spirit of Prophecy, ſounding the Kana, 
* Horns of the Parables or Enigma's of the 
Law, in the Audience of the Apprehenſions 
of the People, and there will enſve ſuch a 
ſplendid Feaſt on the Myſteries of God's 
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turis forma præmittitur. Erit enim Dominus in Cal- 
ritatis ſuæ adventu Gentes poſſidens, earumque Men- 
tes tainquam Vector infidens. Hilar, in Matt. Cap. 21. 
Plenum My fterii eſt, quod Aſellus eſt adductus Domino, 
Populus mitis & manſuetus portans bege Dom in um 
aſſe llus eſt & tendit ad Jeruſalem, Auguſtin, in 
Pf. 31. Sch. 23. | | e | 
b Revel. xvii. 3, 7. | | 
\ e Pullus laſcivus & Frerorum impatiens non uno 
Errori & Dogmati ſubditus.  Hieron, in Matt. cap. 
1 
d Quz ſint autem Buccine cornea ? Qui de. cæle· 
flibus loquirur, qui de ſpiritalibus diſſerit, qui myſte- 
ria Regni Cælorum Revelat, ille Buccina cornea con- 
eigęt. Origen, in Lib. Judic, C. 7. Hom. 9. 
N - ; Word 
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Word, as never was celebratcd at the Nup- 
tials or Inauguration of the greateſt Prince. 
So then the Talmudiſt, ' as above, were or- 
thodox in their Symbolical Repreſentation of 
the coming of the Meſſiah; and the Biſbop 
alone was miſtaken in his Car nal Conceptions 
of what they meant Ahſticaly; and forgot 
to prove that Elias blew a Horn, like a Poſt 
Boy, before or after our Jeſus, at his Aſinian 


Entrance into Jeruſalem, which was of the Eſſence 


of his Completion of the foreſa d cabaliſtical 
Emblem and Memorial of his Advent. 


In the next Place the Biſhop of ' Litchfield, 
from Page 265, to 349, of his Defence of 
Chriſtianity, has taken to task the Five re- 
markable Prophecies of the Old Teſtamenc, 
which are cited by the Evangelifts, and which 
the Author of the D-ſcourſe ſeems to ridicule. 
How well he has perform*d on this Head, let 
others judge. l, in Reſpect to the Character 
and Reputation of a Biſh:p, will here make none 
of thoſe Animadverſions, which any one may 
reaſonably think, I can. But I can't forbear 
taking Notice of what he © ſays, how“ ſome 
« of greatsLearning and Judgment have been 
© of Opinion, that the Two firſt Chapters of 
ce St. Matthew, ( in which are ſome of theſe con- 
ce rroverted Prophecies ) were not in the Naza- 
© rene Goſpel, to which St. Matthew's Hebrew 


„ Copy is ſuppoſed to have been conforma- 


®@ ble; and that if this could be made out, 


e Pafe 266. 


1 
*© it would deliver us at once of the chief 
4 Difficulties laid in the way of Chriſtianity, 
« by the Adverſary.“ Whether the Biſhop, 
who a little before acknowledges f theſe Twp 
Chapters to be Part of St. Matthew's Goſpel, 
does, for the Determination of this Diſpute, 
wiſh them to be Spurious, and that ſomebody 
or other would make it out, I can't tell: 
Neither can I gueſs what he means by 
theſe: 8 poor weeping Sayings, © Nothing conſi- 
& derable is built on theſe Quotations: No 
& Conſequences of Importance are drawn from 
© them. Had they been all omitted, Chri- 
e ftianity would ſtand as firm upon its Bot. 
„ tom, as with them.” But one would have 
thonght, that the Biſhop ſhould have look'd 
upon the ſaid Quotations out of the Old Teſta- 
ment to be Prophetical, if they had not 
been referr'd to by St. Matthew; or I know 
not upon what Authority he grounds his own 
Collection of Prophectes, Which are not to 
be met with in our Evangelical and Apo- 
Rolical Writings. - 
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After this, from Page 349, to' 393, the Bi- 
ſhop treats of the Allegorick Methods of ci- 
ting Scripture, uſed by the Writers of the, 
New Teſtament, on which he talks in a way 
by himſelf, ſhoots at Random, and diſſents 
fiom Primitive Authority, without diſproving 
it, or ſo much as knowing ic. If 1 ſhould 
enter upon Remarks here, | ſhould ne'er have 
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done. But what gives me great Offence, - is 
the Biſhop's Aſſertions of St. Paul, vi. That 


« h he ſuffer'd in the Eſteem of the Jewſb 
« Chriſtians, for a Neglect of Allegories, and 
« ſeems to be brought into the Uſe of them, 
te againſt his own good Liking. And again be 


ſays, © i It ſeems to have been in Compliance 


« with the Jewiſh Chriſtians, who were affeck- 
« ed with allegorick Interpretations, that St. 
« Paul, above all other Apoſtles, - uſed that 
« way.” What could the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, or any other Infidet have ſaid worſe to 
the Diſhonour of St. Paul? Theſe Expreſſions 
of the Biſhop are no leſs falſe than they are a- 
buſive. They not only make St. Paul à weak, 
if not a worſe Man; but are a Reflection on 
that Divine Spirit, which conducted St. Paul 
in his Miniſtry. If St. Paul was brought into 
the Uſe of Allegories, againſt his own good 
Liking, then was he a Miniſter of the Spirit 
of the Law againſt his Will, and it was not 
God, but Man, that made him to be an able 
Miniſter of the New Teſtament: The Conſe. 
quence of which is, that St. Paul corrupted 
Chriſtianity with falſe Doctrine, to pleaſe the 
People; which IJ abhor the Thoughts of. In 
ſhort, the B.ſhop's Expreſſions before us, ſeem 
to me ſo inconſiderate and precipitate, - that 1 
wiſh, if he write any more in this Contro- 
verſy, he would be fo kind as to let us know 
upon what Reaſon and Authority he "aſſerts, 


that St. Paal ſaffer d in the Eſteem of the Jewiſh 
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Chriſtians, for his Neglect of Allegories, when it 
is moſt manifeſt that St. Paul was a profeſs'd 
Allegoriſt, as appears not only from his Wri- 
tings, but from the Opinion of the Fathers, 
who follow his Example, and urge his Autho- 
rity for their Allegorical Inter pi etat ions. I wiſh 
alſo the B.ſhop would tell us, wha: induce ] him 
to ſay, that St. Paul was brought into the Uſe 
of Allegories, againſt his own good Liking, When 
his Epiſtle. to the Hebrews, in the Opinion of 
the Jews as well as Fathers, beſpeaks him to be 
an excellent Cabaliſt; which no Man could or 
would be without his owa Approbation and 
good Liking of that Science. If the Biſh-p do 
not well account for himſelf in this Caſe, I 
ſhall think his Expreſſions above, the moſt dif- 

uſtful and unſayory of any, that ever dropp'd 
bas the Pen of one of his Order. Though the 
Author of the Diſcourſe has now aad then a 
Fling at the Wiſdom of St, Paul; yet it is al- 
ways ſo genteely cover'd under a Trope, that 
many Engliſh Readers can hardly ſce through 
it: But the Biſop's Abuſe of the Apoſtle, in 
his Expreſſions before us, is ſo blunt and groſs, 
that there is ſcarcely a p2or Vicar and Cu- 
rate of the Dioceſe of Coventry and Litchfield 
ſo an, as not to diſcern it, and cry Shame of 
It» But, | 
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Laſtiyj, The Biſhop, in the Concluſion of his 

k, argues, that the Senſe given by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, to the Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament, is certainly to be preferr'd to any 
other poſſible Senſe of the Prophecies; which 
he endeayours to prove from his Miracles, Gr. 
I hays no more to anſyer in this Caſe, than 


j 


1031 
if the Author of the Diſcourſe has no great Opi- 
nion of the Miracles of Jeſus and his rao? ag 
nor will, without better Reaſon, pay any more 
Regard to their Senſe and Authority, than to 
the Ipſe Dixit of a Philoſopher of the Gentiles, 
I can't help it. . 


Theſe are a few Obſervations I have made 
on the Biſhop's Book, for which I expect his 
Thanks and Complitnents. If he miſtake my 
Meaning, and think that ſuch a large Work, 
as is his Defence of Chriſtianity, might have af- 
forded more and more curious Remarks, I will 
take another Opportunity to make him Amends, 
in ſome farther Animadverſions upon it. 


But 1 muſt not forget to thank the Ziſhop 
for his Rabbinica! Quotations, which ſometime 
or other I may make more Uſe of, to his or 
my own Ad vantage, if they are faichful Tran- 
lations z I fay, if they are faithful Tranſlati- 
ons; and 1 ſhould not have queſtion'd his Inte- 
rity in this Caſe, if he had not been very 
aulty in a Miſrepreſentation of the Words and 
Senſe of the Author of the Diſcourſe; for which, 
without my producing of Inſtances, I leave him 
to the Expoſtulation of that Gentleman. When 
I had gone through the Biſhop's Work, and 
conſider d how curiouſly iz was deck'd and a- 
dorn'd with Hebrew Words and Letters, which 
beſpeak his great Senſe and Learning, it brought 
to my Mind the Obſervation of Botaniſts, that 
all Sorts of Plants will not thrive in all Souls, from 
whence I inferr'd, that the Biſhop's Wit and 
Genius, like a certain Soil, is peculiatly adapt- 
ed to the Growth and * of * 

. rep 
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brew Roots, as mine is for Myſteries. But ſo 
much at preſent for the Biſhop of Litchfie d. 


The next Writer of Note,“ againſt the Au- 
ther of the Diſcourſe, is Dr. Clark, Rector of St. 
James s Weſtminſter, who to this Purpoſe, has 
publiſhed a Diſcourſe concerning the Connexion of 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, &c. Conſi- 
- dering his Name and Fame, 1 did not expect 
ſuch a Diſcourſe from him. If I was not tully 
ſatisfied of his Piety and Integrity, I ſhould 
have ſuſpected ſome latent and ill Deſign in 
it. Whether Dr. Clark has read the Fathers, 
and obſery'd their Opinions of the Writings of 
Moſes and the Prophets, of the Nature of O- 
racles, and of the way. of Interpretation of 
them, 1 can't tell: But it he has, it's plain he 
does not underſtand them, or diſregards their 
Authority; otherwiſe he would neyer hape 
publiſh'd ſuch a Jumble and Bundle of Prophe- 
cies, and apply'd them in the Faſhion he has 
done. As Dr. Clark enters not into the Me- 
rits of the Controverſy before us, 1 will not 
go ont of my Way, to make any Remarks 
on his Prophecies: But deſire him to take into 
Conſideration again his * Aſſertion, that ſome 
Applications of Texts out of the Old Teftament, 
are mere Alluſions; and alſo his Gloſs on the 
Evangelical Sayings, that it might be fulfil d 
which was ſpoken by the Prophet, &c. by which 
he ſeems to hint, that the Evangeliſt means no 
more than we do, when we ſay, the old Pro- 
verb 43 made good, or verified: Juſt as if 1 
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mould ſay of Dr. Clark, that he has verified 
or fulfilled the Adage of the Ancients, ſaying, 
Ex quovis Ligno non fit Mercurius, that is, eve- 
ry Philoſopher is not fit to make an Feuys, or. 
Interpreter of Divine Oracles. Whatever Dr. 
Clark may think, ſuch a Perverſion of the E- 
yangelical Phraſes, is deſtructive of the very 
Eſſence of Prophecy; and we may as well ac- 
count the Writings of Plato, as of Moſes and 
the Prophets, Prophetical, if we can but alluſive- 
ly refer to. them. £7 
When J conſider the Collection of Propbe- 
cies out gf the Old Teſtament, that Dr. Clark, 
the Biſhop of Litchfield, Mr. Whiſton, and others, 
have ſeyerally made, and their Application of 


them after their own Fancies; I can't but wiſh 


that a conſiderable Number of ſach great Men, 
as ſuppoſe in Convocation, were to meet, and. 
make a compleat Syſtem out of Moſes and the 
Prophets, of all they think typical and pro- 
phetical of the Life, Church and Kingdom of 
the Meſſias; for they don't believe what the 
Fathers and I do, that the whole, from the. 
beginning of Gexeſss, to the end of Malachy, is 
Type and Prophecy: Then, without diſputing 
their way of Application of their collected 
Prophecies; 1 would ask them theſe Queſtions 3, 
What we muſt do with, or think of the reſt of 
the Writings of Afoſes and the Prophets, that 
are not in, their Judgment Typical and Pro- 
pheticallt Why Moſes, and the Prophets, did not 
iſtinguiſh between the prophetical and unpro- 

phetical Parts of their Scriptures ?- Or why our 
Saviour, and his Apoſtles, did not aſcertain. 
this DiſtinQion, but left it for them to _ 
4 it d 
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it? By what Criterion they know this or that 
Text or Sentence to be Prophetical ? Whether 
it will not be poſſible for me, or ſome others, to 
ſhew many of their prophetical and unprophetical 
Paſſages of the Old Teſtament, ſo . inſeparably 
connected together, that it's impoſſible to ſepa- 
rate them, without maiming the Senſe in both 
Caſes? Whether the Number of Prophecies, not- 
withſtanding their determinate Opinion about 
them, will not be always uncertain, and more 
or leſs, according to the Fancy of every Chri- 
ſtian Reader? And Laſtly, What is the Reaſon, 
that the Fathers, about Prophecies, and their 
way of Interpretation, are diſregarded z and 
whether it has not been of ill Conſe quence 
to the Peace of the Church, and Truth of 
Chriſtianity, to depart from their Opinions? 


When Dr, Clark can give me a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer to theſe Queſtions, I will ſubſcribe to 
his collected Number of r as ſoon as 
to any Man's; and only reſerve to my ſelf a 
Liberty to conteſt the Application of them; in 
which ſuch as he, the Biſhop of Litchfield, and 
Mr. Whifton, will make me Work enough. In 
the mean Time J entertain the Opinion of the 
ancient Jews and Fathers, | which too 1 do, be- 
cauſe I am able to demonſtrate it, that the 
Old Teſtament is entirely typical and prophe- 
tical of the New, or of the Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah; but is other«iſe to be open'd, inter- 
preted, and apply'd, than Dr. Clark is aware 
of: In Reſpect to whom, I forbear to make 
ſuch farther Animad verſions on his Connexion 
of the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, as 1 can 
de; But it will be well for him if the . 
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of the- Diſcourſe, &c. as he is of ſufficient 
Learning and Abilities, don't do it. 


The very beſt Paſſages of all the Writers 
againft the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. are thoſe 
of Mr. Lavington, who ſays, that | bis (the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſes) firſt,” and almoſt eniy trus 
Poſition is this, that Chriſtianity is frunded on Ju- 
daiſm, or the New Teſtament on the Old. 
And that Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in their Wruings 
and D.ſcourſes, ground and prove Chriſtianity from 
the Old Teſtament, or from the Accompliſkmerts of 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament by the New. 
And again he declares, that ® rhe Old Teſta- 
ment, and Moſes and the Law, and Judaiſa, are 
typical of the New Teſtament, and of Feſus, and of 
the Goſpel, and of Chriſtianity, And I ſcarce doubt 
but the whole Body of Hebrew Fites, Ceremonies 
and Sacrifices, all their Holy Times, and Places, 
aud Perſons, and Things, either hate already recei- 
ved, or will in due Time receive their Accompliſh- 
ment. This is written like a Chriſtian of Pri- 
mitive Faith and Principle. How Mr. Laving+ 
ton came to make ſuch Conceſſions and Decla- 
rations, I can't gueſs: But if the Typicalneſs 
of Fudaiſm, and of the Law, be not better 
proved by ſome others, than is done by him- 
ſelf, in the Inſtance of the Paſchal Lamb; the 
Author of the Diſcourſe will hardly be converted 
to Chriſtianity by his Types and Prophecies. 
His (Mr. Lævingten's) way of arguing and ap- 
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plying the Type of the Paſcal Lamb, is like 
Mr. Whiſton's myſtical Argument for the Au- 
thority of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, from 
the Type of the Law of Moſes, given on 
Mount Sinai, which the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, * pleaſantly repreſents, and made me 


ſmile. 


There is an Mynonymous Writer againſt the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, who ſtiles his Per- 
formance, The Nature of the Prephecies of the 
Old Teſtament, relating to the Meſſiah, which is 
entirely ſuch a Piece of Gibberiſh, that for 
neither Senſe nor Nonſenſe is hardly to be 
parallePd. It was written, if he don't lye, at 
the Deſire of a Perſon of Honour, who, I 
ſuppoſe, might be rainted with Infidelity. 
When I hear that any Perſon of Honour, or 
Senſe, is convinced by it, the Writer ſhall 
be deem'd another Thaumaturgus. If this Writer 
had not, ta avoid popular A conceal'd 
his Name, I would have made Extracts out 
of his Pamphlet, with ſuch Animadverſions upon 
them to his Praiſe, as would be now loſt. 
So I will now only commend him for the 
Strength and Orthodoxy of his Faith, o ſaying, 
© Let Jonas be a Type, as our Author of 
© the Grounds makes him; the Circumſtance 
« of Time, viz. the Three Days and Three 
Nights he continued in the Whales 
« Belly, bears an exact Proportion to the 
„Time in which our Saviour continued in 
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« the Heart of the Earth, which was Three 
Pays and Three Nights likewiſe,” It is not 
reaſonable for me to put this Writer upon 
the Proof, that our Saviour was Three Days 
and Three Nights in the Grave, becauſe. it is 
an Article of his Faith againſt Senſe, Fact 
and Hiſtory, But whoever does prove. it, 
ſays v St. Jerome, muſt make a large Uſe 


of the Figure Synecdoche, which I queſtion 


whether the Author of the Diſcourſe will allow 
of in this Caſe: Therefore muſt we of Ne- 
ceſſity have Recourſe to the myſtical Inter- 
pretations of the Prophecy of Jonas, and of 
the Evangeliſts, according to the Fathers, or 
it will be impoſſible for vs to prove, that our 
Jeſus dy'd, and roſe again according to the 
Scriptures, 


Another Writer is for taking and giving 
us 4 View of the 4 Blunders of this impertinent 
Infidel the Author of the Diſcourſe; of which 
| will give you one Inſtance, as a Specimen 
and Taſte: of his whole Performance. The 
Author of the Diſcourſe * expounding 2 Cor, iii. 
6, ſays, * That St. Paul aſſerts. himſelf and 
* others to be Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment, as being Miniſters not of the Letter, 
« but of the Spirit of the Law, that is, of 
*.the Old Teſtament, ſpiritually nnderſtood” 
in which he agrees with, and expounds like 
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ſingle Inſtance we may ſee, what a Diſco- 


phemers are, according to the Fathers, pre- 
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the Fathers of the Church, as Dr. Whithy 

does acknowledge. But this notable Writer * of 

The Chriſtian Religion not founded on Altegory, 
ſays, © this Expoſition is directly contrary to 
e the Apoſtles Meaning, which is plainly this, 
& That God has enabled us to be Miniſters 
« of a new Covenant, to be Miniſters 
cc not of a written Law, that barely points, 
* out our Dutv, but of the Holy Ghoſt, 
% that gives Strength to perform it; not of 
& external Ordinances, but of inward Purity; 
& not of the Law of Moſes, but of the 
«© Goſpek Which of theſe Two Writers is 
miſtaken in his Expoſition of the Words of 
St. Paul, the Reader may judge; and by this 


verer this Writer is, of the Author of the Diſ⸗ 
courſe's Blunders. 1 


Again, the ſaid Writer is for taking 2 
View of the v Blaſphemies of the Author of 
the Diſcourſe, &c. but forgot to ſpeeify them; 
and I cant imagine what he means by them, 
excepting his Disbelief of Chriſtianity, for 
want better Arguments, in its Advocates, 
to prove the Truth of it: Bot I know not 
how to call this Blaſphemy. St. John ſpeaks 
of the Worſhipers of the Beaſt, who will » 
blaſpheme God and his Tabernacle : Theſe Blaſ- 


tended Chriſtians, but profeſs'd Enemies to 


s In Locune. 

| 4 Page 96. ö 

V Ibid. p. 12. a 
A. Rexel. xiii. 6 


C 113 J 


the ſpiritual myſtical Allegorical and pro- 
phetical Senſe of the Old Teſtament ; where- 
upon the ſaid Writer of the Chriſtian Religion 
not founded on ' Allegory, had beſt ſee. to it, 
that the Title of his Pamphlet be not akin 


to the Blaſphemy ag ainſt the Holy Spirit of 
Prophecy. | 


But to return, and conclude this my Ex- 
hortation to the Clergy, to proceed in this 
Controverſy. Let me tell you, Sire, the O- 
pinion of Conſtantine le Empereur, who ſays, 
thar we Chriſtians don't att wiſely, who ſo much 
diſregard the Authority of the Fathers in Cone 
troverſy ; we betray our Ignorance in the Contempt 1 
them; and they alone proceed rightly in Diſ- 
putation, who appeal to their Authority. This in 
no Caſe is more tiue, than in the Controverſy 
before us, which, the Authority of the Fa- 
thers, if treated with Veneration and due 
Reſpect, would ſoon determine. There are 
ſome Controverſies between Papiſts and Pro- 
teſtants, and among Proteſtants one with ano- 
ther, that, as Dallze rightly obſerves, the Fa- 
thers don't at all touch on; neither can 
their Teſtimonies be fairly cited on either 
Side. Bux of the Controverſy before us they 
are full, ample and expreſs; neither is there 
any Thing, for which they are fo clear, as 
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In Controverſiis Chriſtianorum de Dogmatibus fi- 
dei non ſatis prudenter agunt, qui Patres imprimis 
antiquiſſimos ſuſque de que babent 4 Inſcitiam etiam 
ptoduat, qui eoſdem contemaunt: refte veto in diſpu- 
tando progrediuntur, qui reverendorum Patrym Au- 
thoritatem accerſunt, In Clavis Talmud. Præfat. p. 9. 
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for the Old Teſtament's being entirely typical 
and prophetical of Chriſt and his Church, 
and for the Allegorical Interpretatiou of it, 
in order to apprehend and diſcern the Spirit 
of. Prophecy that is in it. 
Hear, Good Sirs, what St. Clement of Alex. 
andria ſays, that „ che whole Oeconomy of the 
Law is typical and prophetical; and that Moſes 
and the Prophets write all in Parables; and 
that 2 the Symbolical and Hieroglyphical Philoſophy 


3s moſt uſeful und neceſſary for rhe underſtanding - 


1 their Prophecy. Hear what Origen, the Di- 
ciple of St. Clement, ſays, That Moſes and 
the Drophets wrought altogether under the Ob- 
ſcurities of Parables, Enigmas and Allegories; 
and that Þ the Wiſdom and Learning of a Chri- 
ſtian conſiſted in the Interpretation and Appli- 
cation of the ſaid prophetical Enigmas and Pa- 
rables. Year what Tertullian ſays, that © the Law 
is Spiritual, and Prophetical, and almoſt in all 
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c. 19. K 1 egen xa © ve. e un, tt 
anfnouy of 4%. Ibid. Lib. Vi & 15... © | 

z To ovuCoroy tie vat ertypalads" cid A. 
Tef]ovs [awnov, fs epayxauc|d]oy Th nad The ene; 
v gr. Ibid. Lib. II. C. 1. 

a Frophetæ atcana & vulgar Captu ſublimiora ob- 
ſcuris Figuris eoovelarunt, Ænigmatis, Allegoriis, Pa- 
Tabolis, c. Contra Cels. Lib. VIII. 

b Verus Chriftianiſmus conſiſtit in Interpretatione 
& Enarratione propha ticorum Anigmatum, -Parabo- 
larumque aliarumque Figurarum. bid. T. I. 

c Ut nihil de arcanis attinggam ſignificantiis Legis 
ſpiritalis & propheticæ, & in omnibus pane Argumentis 
figuratæ. Adv. Marcion. Lib. II. c. 19. 
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Points Figuative. And that 4 the Enigmas and 
Parables of it are to be. underſtood in another 
Senſe, than that in which they are written, 


For © our Lord himſelf would have ns" to aim 
at the ſublime Senſe of the Law, in which he 
came to fulfil it. Hear what Athanaſius ſays, 
That f all Things, whether Hiſtorical or not, that 
are written in the Law and the Prophets, are 
prophetical of what will come to paſs in a ſuitable. 
Manner, under the New Teſtament; and accor- 


- dingly, 8 the Law is ſpiritually to be interpreted, 


ar it is uſeleſs for the Proof of Chriſt's being 
the Life and Completion ef it. Hear what St. 
Hilary ſays, that h the Law is a Glaſs through 
which we behold Things to come under the Goſ- 
jel: For the Goſpel i: nothing elſe than the ſpi- 
ritual Senſe of the Law of Moſes; whoſe 
Writings are 4 ſealed Book, that is not to be 
open d, but by a ſpiritual Interpretation of it. 
Hear what St, Jerome ſays, that i all the Scrip- 


d Pleraque figurate portenduntur per ænigmata & 
Parabolas, aliter intelligenda.quam ſcripta ſunt, Id. 
T. III. c. 5. * | | 

e Dominus yult altius Legem intelligi, per carnalia, 
ſignificantem ſpiritalia, & hoc Nomine non deſtruens, 
ſed extruens Legem. Ibid, L. IV. c. 19. | 

f Kala ,t way Ouy erpiier, oth 457 r TW polo, 
x Twy Tegnlav, xa Th WSOeguueye mein Ni Ts Ms 
z01:n;, In Epiſt. ad Marcellin. Se. 27. 

8 Mur nyvugu. mt. vow, & un vo e 
uy jcngs Af. KC, In Fragm, Df. 2. 

h Lex eſt ſpeculum futurorum. Lex Evangelica 
uz eſt ſpiritus Legis ——Signata omnia Legis & per 
olam ſpiritalem Doctrinam reſignanda. In PF. 119. 

i Omnis (criptura & ſpecialiter Prophetz tuturorum. 
MyRteriis iavoluti ſunt. Jn Iſai. c. 18. Quicquid Po- 
pulo Ifrael carnaliter promittitur, in Nobis ſpititaliter 
completum & compleri monſtramus. In Prafat,, Lid. 
VI. in Jerem. N | 
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tures of the Old Jeſta ment, ſtically treat of 
Things to come MN: the Goſpel : And what 
ſoever is written of the old Iſraelites lirterally, 
is in a ſpiritual Senſe to be one Time or other 
fulfilled in Chriſt's Church. Laft, Hear and 
Read k St. A:gftlin, who by many Argu- 
ments againſt Fauſtus, proves the Writings of 
Moſes and the Prophets to be prophetical 
and typical, though the Spirit of Prophecy 
— preſent, might not be clcarly diſcern'd in 
chem. LP Fe: 


I could maltiply Teſtimonies, like theſe 
above, out of the Fathers, to a vaſt Number, 
if there was Occaſion for't. And indeed I 
had not now mention'd ſv many; if the Clergy 
in general of this Age, who ſhould be Teachers of 
others, as 1 St. Paul ſays, had not been ſuch Stran- 
gers to the Fathers, Apoſtates from Pri- 
mitive Doctrine, Deſpiſers of Propheſyings, 
and Enemies to Allegories, as that they have 
Need, that one teach them again, which be the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of God: Which 
S-, apps ww Aer, fundamental! Principles 
of Chriſtianity exiſt in the foreſaid Opinions 
of the Fathers, or we ſhall neyer arrive at the 
underſtanding of Divine Oracles, 


But when I ſpeak of the Apoſtacy of our 
Age, 1 would not be underſtood to mean that 
„ ,lt's ſo univerſal, as that God has left himſelf 

'without Witneſs, to the Truth above. Our 
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preſent moſt Reverend and Learned Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury ſays, 4 the allegorical Inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures, is juſtifiable on the 
Authority of the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 
Church. The great Huetius © pleads too hard 
for it, And the famous Dodwe# not only ſays, 
as above cited, that the Apoſtolical Reaſonings 
imply, that the whole Old Teſtament was 
Prophetical of the New, but alſo that the f 
Prophetical Style was Symbolical and Enigma- 
tical, and that e Oneirocrimicks and Hieroglypbicks 
are of Uſe towards the underſtanding of the 
- prophetical Books of the Old Teſtament. And 
, though none of theſe great. Men attain'd to the 
| Art of Interpretation of Oracles (which is re» 
y ſerv'd, ſays St, Clement & of Alexandria, for Men 
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f of peculiar Gifts and Talents at Parables) yer 
= it is to their Praiſe and Honour, that they ad- 
i- hered to the Divine Doctrine aforeſaid, upon 
S, the Authority af the Ancients, both Jews and 
'e Fathers. W | , 

Je | 
h And what's remarkable, is, that when La- 
es ther, the Founder of Froteſtantiſm, at the Inſti- 
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d In his Diſſertation on Barnebas's Epiſtle, 
© In Demonſtrat. Evang. p. $39, Ce. 
f Aliæ rurſus Prophetiz, pro uſitato Prophetarum 
Idomate, h mbolis, zvigmatibus involutæ, ut zgre ing 
telligi poſſit, quznam lit Prophetæ aut Numinis Sen- iy 
tentia. Diſſert. Cyprian. p. tt. . 
s His Letters of Advice, p. 208. | 
h Ao oy Tos $xA4X]ois Twy arlgamoy —— THEgvHart TH, 5 
ext Twy hen Jem Wont. Strom. Lib. II. . 
Diſcourſe of che Ground, p. 61. 


nt | gation 


1 


F r18 ] 

gation of the Devil, firſt roar'd x againſt the 
Fathers, forj their Allegories on the Law and 
the Prophets; then did God open the Mouth of 
ſome | Anabaptiſks to his Reproof, declaring, 
that the literal Senſe of the Scriptures was of 
Anti-Chriſt: Which I was ſurprized at the Read- 
ing of, and think them nothing leſs than inſpi-! 
red, or they could never have hit upon that 
Primitive and Apoſtolical Doctrine about Anti- 
Chriſt, without reading the Fathers, who are 
exactly of the ſame Mind: Neither, by the 
by, is there any other Reaſon to be aſſign'd, 
why St. Paul calls Anti-Chriſt, the Avrau@, 
(which we unhappily tranſlate the Wicked one) 
but becauſe he is the Adverſary ro the Spiri- 
ruality of the Law, or to the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy that is in the Law of Moſes, 


I bave no more at preſent to add, S:rs, than 
to beſeech you to hold in Earneſt, what the 
Author of the Diſcourſe does hut in Jeſt, the 
Aſfirmative of the Queſtion in Diſpute, viz. 
That the Old Teſtament its entirely typical and pro- 
pbetical of the New, and. that it is impoſſible 10 
prove our Jeſus to be the Meſſias, any otherwiſe, 
than by ſhewing hom he does, and will fulfil all that 
is written in the Law and the Prophets, If you 


———— 


k Sæpe teftatus ſum me valde abhorrere ab Allego- 
rij & damnare earum ftudium; quia” Exempla & Ve- 
ſtigia Patrum me terrent, qui ſuis Allegoris obſcurant 
Docttinam. Hortor itaque Studiſos T heologiz, ut, 
fngiant hoc Genus Interpretationcs in (acris Litteris, 
quiz All-goria eft pernicioſa. Ir Geneſ. cap. 30. 

! Senſum literalem provenire aiunt ex homine ve- 
teri, ex naturalt Mundi Spiriru, a'que ex Anti-Chris, 
Ro, Glafii. Philolog. Sacr, p. 264. 


will 


„ 
will heartily embrace this Opinion, and endea- 
your to illuſtrate the Truth of it, you ſhall 
not want my Aſſiſtance. -1 know not what 
you may think; but I am ſure 1 have done 
you ſignal Service — in reſcuing the Five 
Prophecies. of the Old Teſtament, that are ci- 
ted by the Evangcl:ſts, ont of the Hands and 
Objections of your Aaverſary: And if either 
he or you give me Occaſion, I can write more 
largely to the Support and Illuſtration of the 
ſaid Prophecies. But if you will not be pre- 
vailed on to eſpouſe the Afirmarive of the 
Queſt ion, and write manfully in Defence of it 
(as J am not without Apprehenſions, you will 
not, becauſe of the Conſequence of it) then 1 
turn my ſelf to the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
to whom 1 addreſs my ſelf in the Manner 
following- | 


[ heartily thank you, Sir, for your Diſcourſe 
of the Grounds, &c. Which 'is a great Curioſity, 
and ſach a Production, as I could not flatter 
my ſelf with the Hopes of ſeeing. Theſe 
Thanks proceed got from my Approbation 
of your Principles, nor from the Similitude of 
my Faith or Infidelity with yours, ( you have 
more Reaſon and Learning, and are better able 
to paſs a Judgment on this Moderatorial Trea- © 
tiſe, than to conclude ſo) but from the Con- 
ſideration of the Uſefulneſs of your Work, which 
will tend more to the Diſcovery and Illuſtra- 
tion of Truth, than almoſt all the Books which 
have been written in theſe laſt Ages. It was to a 
Ceiſus that the Church ow'd her Origen, who 


neither would, nor could have written with 


tha Acutencſs and Strength of Reaſon, in 
01 ene 
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Defence of Chriſtianity, if the other's Saryy 


againſt our Religion, had not ſharpen'd his 
Wit and Pen. So your ingenious and learned 
Performance, which cloſely attacks Chriſtianity, 
will quicken and arouſe our modern Advocates 
for Religion, out of their wonted Dulneſs 
and Impertinence, to a proper Vindication of 
it; or they muſt of Neceſſity part with it, 
if you perſiſt in your Objections, and continue 
to batter the Church with ſuch Armour. 


Your Apology, by way of Preface, Sir, for 
Mr. Whiſton's Liberty of Writing is moſt ratiz 
onal; and it was kindly and charitably done 
of you; and it's a Sign of your ſincere Affe⸗ 


Etion for him, that you publiſh'd it. 1 know 


hot whether he has given you Thanks, and 


_ expreſs'd his Obligations to you for it; but | 


am ſure it is his Duty to do it. For his E/- 
ſay, and Deſign to bring our good Old Bibi: 
into Diſeſteem, and to publiſh a New one of 
his own Invention, for the Uſe of Poſterity, 
is ſo provoking, that I wonder how he eſca- 
ped the Blanket at leaſt, before you ſo ſeaſona- 

ly interpoſed between him and Danger. It 
our Clergy, and other Preachers, had not been 
bridled by the Civil Authority, or if they had 
not been abated of the Zeal and Mettal of 
their; Anceſtors, he muſt have gone to Pot, The 
greateſt Advocates for Liberty of Conſcience 


among Proteſtant Prieſts, ſuch as was John Cat- 
vin himſelf, would not formerly have born with 
Mr. Whiften, but would have committed him 
to the Flames, or the Gallows, after Servetusy 


and when they had done it, being Men of Re- 
ſors and Diſtin®tions upon, ſuch Occaſions 
/ wou 
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would have nicely diſtinguiſh'd between Per- 


is ſecution for Conſcience, and Zeal for God's 
ed Glory, which, I dare ſay, in the Opinion of 
y, ſome nom, would juſtify che worſt Treatment 
es that could be given him. But, I thank God, 
5 Mr. Whiſton, for whom you and I have a Re- 
of ſpect, is out of Danger, through your kind 
it, Interpoſition in his Behalf. And as the Strength | 
ue of your Reaſonings for Liberty of Writing, and 


the Potency of your Arguments againſt his 
peruicious Defign to annul the Authority of. 
for our Bible, has preſerv'd him at prefent from 
iti Proteſtant Fury ; ſo, for his future Security, I 
one will do what 1 can to make him ſuch an in- 
ffe⸗ Ml conſiderable and contemptible Writer, as ſhall 
ow effectually remove the Rage and Indignation of 
and the Clergy againſt him. 


It | Some, perhaps, Sir, may be apt to think, 
E/- WM that nd tho Book ſtood in Need of ſuch an 
Bible WH Apology for Liberty of Writing; and that it was 
p more for your own Safety, than for Mr. Whiſtor's, 
ity, chat you publiſh'd it. But none that conſider 
\ca- the Difference of your Caſes, can think fo. 
ona- The worſt that can be ſaid of you, is, that 
| you have publiſh'd ſome Doubts and Scruples 
about Prophecies, which our eminent Divines 
had occaſion'd z and whick, to avoid giving 
1 of Wl Offence to weak | Brethren, you have coverd 
The under good Arguments, for the prophetical 
ience later pretation of the Old Teſtament. Bur Mr. 
Ca- V. openly and profeſſedly denies the Authority 
of our Bible, upon which many Thouſands of 
good Proteſtants, having read it to their Con- 
ſolation and InſtruQion, are gone to Heaven. 
This is fo provoking, that none hardly, but 
gentle men of your ns Ms could bear with. 
> 7 N But 
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But whether you, Sir, or Mr, W. ſtood molt 
in Need of ſuch an Apology, I care not. It's 
nothing to me, who will be fo cautious in the 
Opinions and Principles I advance, as to want 
no ſach Excuſe for them. Though I do write 
againſt Proteftantiſm, as well as Popery, and 
agaidſt the Hire of our Prieſts, as well as 
their Miniſtry of the Letter, which ſome may 
think very provoking of our good humour 
Clergy; yet the Authority of the Fathers, for 
whom they, as well as I fhould have a Ve. 
neration, is my Protection; and I will never 
be bebolden to ſuch Apolegy as yours is. Sg 
long as I keep within the Bounds of Primi. 
tive Doctrine, as in Truth I can't write Senſe 
without it, l am ſafe. The Biſhops and F 
thers of this Church, for that Similitude of 
Name they bear to the Fathers of the Primitive 
Church, will not only guard me againſt the 
Rage of their ſubordinate Paſters and Curates; 
but unqueſtionably will do all the Honour 
they can, to a Man ſo ſingularly skill'd in 
the ancient and primitive Writings, as | 
am, 


But after all -the Praiſes and Commenda- 
tions of your Apology for Liberty of Writing, 
let me tel] you, Sir, there are Two or Three 
Defects in it. The 


Firſt is, That you forgot to enlarge on the 
Excellency of our Civil Government, on its 
tender Regard for Liberty of Conſcience, 
and that Freedom to write and print our 
Minds about Religion, which Mr, W. and you 

k too, 
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too, (as others think) in an extraordinary 
Manner reap the Benefit of. This Indulgence 
of our Governors, proceeds not from their 
Coolneſs and Indifferency about Religion, but 
is founded on primitive Principles, and a 
right Zeal for the Truth, which they are 
conſcions can no otherwiſe be ſearch'd into, 


found out, and propagated, than by Liberty 


ef Writing. Neither do I think, for all this, 

( notwithſtanding the Inſinuations of Prieſts 
ſometimes to the contrary ) that our Governors 
want a real Affection for our eftabliſh'd Church. 
It's a Sign ſtill, that they are zealous on her 
Side, or they would not, for the better Pre- 
ſer vation of the Church, keep the Clergy out 
of Convocation: Which though ſome may think 
a depriving them of that Freedom of Debate 
within Doors, which others enjoy without, yet 


J am of an Opinion, that it's of Ad vantage to 


the Clergy, that their Hands and their Tongnes 
are thus &y'd pp, or they might be bringing 


Ruin upon themſelves, as well as executing 


their Wrath upon ſich Authors as are you and: 
Mr W. And therefore you Two, as well as 
the Clergy, ought to expres your Thankful- 
neſs for che Happineſs of the Adminiſtration, 
you live under. 


Secondly, If you, Sir, in your Apology for 
Mr. Whifton's Liberty of Writing, had more 
inveigh'd. againſt Subſcriptions to a Set of 
Principles and Opinions, you had done well. 
Oaths and Subſcriptions to' Forms and Tenets 
in Religion, are certainly a great Lett and. 
Impediment to an Enquiry into Truth. Some 
Men will think themſelves bound iu Conſcience 
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to abide by what they have ſworn and ſubs 
ſcribed to; and if they ſhould happen. to be 
convinced of their Errors, yet for Credit and 
Reputation's Sake, will not openly write againſt 
them: And ſuch Men commonly are of the 
cleareſt Heads, as well as of the greateſt 
Modeſty, who, if their Shackles of Subſcrip- 
tions were broken off, would be Truth's beſt 
Advocates. And though ſuch Oaths and Sub- 
ſcriptions in this laſt Age, have not been 
that Hindrance to the Advancement of Truth, 
as one in Speculation might have thought; 
for they are Things that the Clergy play 
faſt and looſe with, and do both write and 
preach too againſt, as well as for the eſtab- 


liſn'd Doctrine of the Church; yet for all that, 
they may be acconnted Truth's Enemies, in as 


much as they are-or ought to be obligatory. 
I know not whether any of the Clergy wiſh 
theſe weak Fences of the Church laid quite 
open, which their own Breach through, has 
brought Diſgrace upon themſelves, as well as 
a Burden upon their Conſciences; but I won- 
der they don't deſire ſuch a Releale, when 
they might change their Principles without 
Reproach, write for or againſt any Opinions 
in Religion without Fault, and freely exerciſe 
their Wit for the Ediſication and Inſtruction 
of others. But whatever they may deſire and 
think in this Caſe; as ſolemn Subſcriptions 
to Articles of Religion, and their Violati- 
on of them have heen the Infamy of the 
Clergy, the Nurſery of Ignorance, and the 
Cauſe of Infidelity; ſo 1 believe the Eſſence 
of the new Jeruſalem, which will deſcend from 
aboye, will conſiſt in a Frecd om to hold what 


* i 
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is right in our Eyes, when, as „ St. Clement 
of Alexandria ſays, Men without Reſtraint will 
quietly contemplate on Divine Things. But, 


Thirdly, Intereſt, when Ecceſiaſtical Reve- 
nues are appropriated to a Set of Men of 
particular Principles, is another Impediment 
to a free Enquiry after Truth. You, Sir, 
ſhould have more enlarg'd on this Topick, 
and ! wonder how a Man of your Penetrt- 
tion and Zeal for Truth, could paſs is by. 
lntereſt is the greateſt Byaſs on the judgment, 
that does ſo blind Men's Eyes, that they will 
not, though they do, ſee their Errors. The 
Prejudice of Education, and the Obligation 
of Oaths, are not . comparatively ſo great 
Stumbling-Blocks in the Way of Truth, as 
is Intereſt, This will hold Men faſt to any, 
the worft of Errors. Neither is there any 
Worſhip ſo Irrational, that even intelligent 
Perſons for Preferment will not conform to. 
The Clergy will allow of this Truth, if their 
own Inconſtancy in Religion, and Mutability 
of their Eccleſiaſtical Shapes, for filthy Lucre's 
Sake did not prove it. And though we hear 
now and then of a Prieſt, that for Religion, 
and a good Conſcience, will give up his In- 
tereſt, yet what's that to the reſt of them? 
A Calf will have his Worſhipers for Intereſt 
ſooner than the Holy Jeſus; and Mammon 
more Votaries than the God of Heaven, An 
eſtabliſn'd Hire for Prieſts ta officiate in 


— 
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ci. Strom. Lib. I. | | 
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Holy Things, is ſo Abſurd and Nonſenſical, 
that one may wonder how it came in Uſe, 
If God will have his Miniſters among Men, let 

him call them to the Office, as he did Aaron, 

and be their Inheritance. There is no more 

Reaſon 34 Men ſhould pay his Prieſts, than why 

they ſhould impoſe them on him.. 1f God's 

Prieſts are to receive their Wages from Men, 

they will tell Lies of him for their own Ad- 
* , Vantage. 


Aulus Gellius fays, there's no ® Credit to be 
given to a Sextbſayer and Diviner, who officiates 
for Victuals and Money, for he will ſooth the 
People up with fine Words, to enrich himſelf. 
And St. Clement of Alexandria ſays, * that it 

| ſhould be the principal Care of a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, to keep himfeif unſuſpected of cove- 
tous Deſigns upon the Purſes of the People. 
The primitive Preachers of the Goſpel did, as 
P Origen ſays, not only fo acquit themſelves of 
all Suſpicion of worldly Aims after filthy, Lu- 
cre, but have left many In vectives upon Re- 
cord, like thoſe 4 referr'd to, againſt Preaching 
Nihil credo Auguribus, qui aures Verbis divitant 
2 ſuas ut auro locupletant Domos. Nock. Att, 
. . 1. 


0 O o) umprnud]e narwr, rr cv Ogoy 00a 
4 xaghug £Y6X3 &c. Strom. Lib J. 8 
. p Nec objici poteſt Chriftianos Lucri Cavnſa, qui niſi 
11 coguntur præ Inopia, recuſant acci pere Victui neceſ- 
14 ſaria. Cont. Cels. I. III. 

4 Ergo ne quid in Minifterio noftro Venale fit, ad- 
monemur, neque hoc Apoſtolatus noſtri opus fiat, Au- 
Ti & Argenti Pofſeſſhe, Hilar. in Matt. C. 10. Seb. 5. 

maes Sacerdotes qui Domum Patris faciunt Domum 
Negociationis & Lucra querunt de Populis, Cananzi 
ar pellandi ſunt. Hieron. in Proph. Oſee cap. 4. / 
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for Hire; which ſhew that they never imagin'd 
that Divination for Money would ever come 
again into Uſe, un'cſs it was according to St. 


Auguſtin, under an * Anti-Chriftian Prieſthood, 


It would be of good Uſe to make a large 
Collection of Teſtimonies, which the Fathers 
abound with, againſt an "—_ Prieſthood, 
which no Man, Sir, is abler to do than your 
ſelf, nor can publiſh it with, a better Grace. 
The Clergy do account you a conſiderable Ad- 
verſary, or they would not, in Politicks, have 
taken ſo much Notice of you. And as you 


are endowed with an honeſt Zeal for the Ad- 


vancement of true Wiſdom ; ſo I hope it will 
prompt you to make ſuch a Colleitiov with 
your Notes on it, which will touch Error, 
Hereſy and Ignorance to the Quick. 


We read how our Saviour drove the Buyers 
and Sellers of Sheep and Oxen, Cc. out of 
the Temple; which Story I believe nothing of 
according to the Letter; for it is 8 
but as a Parable, according to the * Fathers, 
of what he will do to Babyloxiſh Merchants, 
and Miniſters of the Letter, who ſell * Bull 


— — Nw —— — — — — — — 


t In Libro de Anti-Chrifto. | 


Non enim babebant (Judæi quod venire poſſent 


deque erat, quod emere quis poſſet; ſed Prefiguratio 
eres dictis prxſeatibus continetur. Eccleſia 

rl 
da. Hilay, in Matt, cap. 2 . Set. 4. Ingredictur Chei- 
Ati Poteſtas in Kecleſiam & ejiciet Vendentes, &.. 
Origen, in Matt, cap 21. Trait, 16. | 

t Hoe Try Appepter aua Tue|a,, e gong 
ale % 74 EY⁰⁰⁹]ͥᷓ. Thcophyl. in Johan, Evan. 
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o Dominicæ Claritatis Adventu eſſe purgaa- 
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and Blunders, &c. and why may not you, with 
your Wit and Reaſon, in the mean while, be 
laſning ſuch Mercenaries out of the Church, 
which they have turn'd into a Den of Thieves ? 


The Biſhop of Litchfield, Dr. Clark, and o- 
thers, are for literal Prophecies, and literal 
Accompliſhments, of which, in their own Ima- 
ginations, they have collected great Numbers 
or your Information and Converſion. Can't 
you, Sir, by way of Return, for their Inſtru- 
Qion, put them in Mind of the Prophecy in 
Micah, that's come to paſs in our Church, that 
Prieſts , preach for Hire, and divine for Money, 
and then ask then why this Prophecy may not 
be received into the Number of their literal 
ones. I am for the allegorical Interpretations 
of the Law and Prophets; but for all that, 
upon the Authority of the “ Fathers, I believe 
and Experience, there are ſome literal Inter- 
mixtures of Prophecies, which are rarely diſ- 
cernable, without allegorizing the Context. But 
the Prophecy before us ſtares us in the Pace, 
could never have Reſpect to the Priefts in the 
Days of Micah, but has had to this Day its 
Completion under the Goſpel in a ſcandalous 
Manner: And I know not why you ſhould not 
teaze the Clergy a little with itz and then 
appeal to the World, whether they are not 
more blind than your ſelf, againſt che Light 
of Prophecy, and more incorrigible and infle- 


— 
* 


— * —_ — 


„ Micah iii. 11. 
w Sunt quædam ita pronunciata in Scripturis, ut 
Allegoriz Nubilo carent. Tertul. de Carnis  Reſur, 


xibk 


cap. 28. 
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xible upon the Evidence and Force of it. It 
is plain enough from St. Jerome, * that this 
Prophecy of Micah points at the B. ſhaps, Prieſts 
and Deacons of our Times; Whereupon you 
might here raiſe a pleaſant Controverſy to the 
Diverſion of the Town, in which, if 1 am ap- 
pointed Moderator, I would make this -Propo- 
lal (for the Sake of Peace and Reconciliation} 
that you ſhould ſubſcribe ro the Truth of 
Chriſtianity: upon their , obſcure Prophecies, 
and abſurd Applications of them, if they will 
renounce Prieſt-Craft, and part with their Wa- 
ves of Unrighteouſneſs, upon that moſt clear and 
manifeſt Prediction of Micah, that can be le- 
velld at them. Which of you will be the 
for wardeſt to come into this Propoſal, is not 
hard to gueſs. * 


But whether you, Sz, will do this, and ſo 
enlarge your Apology tor Liberty of Writing, 
or not; | hape you will renew your Aſſault 
upon the Church, into whoſe dirty Walls you 
have made a: large Breach, You don't , want - 
tor Armour and Artillery to play againſt her: 
Your, own Magazine of Learning is not only 
well ſtored, but your late Opponents, the pre- 


tended Defenders of Chriſtianity, have put 


freſh '. Weapons and Ammunition into your 
Hands, And if you don't make another At- 
tack ſoon upon the Church, the Clergy will 
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; L 130'] | 
glory; and infulr, that they have beaten you 
with the pooreſt Flires and Squirts of Reaſon 
and Arguments, that ever, in my Opinion 
were uſed in the Field of Polewical Theolo. 
S8. f 36 198 71 1 78 


I don't in the leaſt queſtion then, but yon 

wil aſſault the Church, and her Guards again; 
neither do 1 hope for this, as if I wWiſh'd Chri- 
ſtianity ſubverted, but only to meæke the Ad- 
vocates for Religion, and the pretended Cham- 
pions of the Church, to betake themſelves to 
the proper Arguments and Weapons of De- 
fence. The true Church of Chriſt is fonnded 
on a Rock; which no Power nor Force of the 
Wit and Reaſon of her Enemies, will be able 
to ſtorm and beat down: And if in the End 
your Infidelity ſnauld be baffled, the Clergy will 
not Triumph. The Church's Victory will be 
more to their Sh'me, than yaur Diſhonour. 
And you can't ingloyriouſly depart the Field 
of Battel, when the "Clergy will grieve moſt 
to ſce you conquer'd. Nay, when the Truth 
.of Chriſtianity Mall be clearly proved, and 
eſtabliſn'd on its ſure Foundation of Prophecy, 
zit will turn to your great Honour, -who have 
deen ſuch. à neceſſary and uſeful Means of it. 
And whether you, or the. Clergy, wiſh molt to 
- ſee the Church of Chriſt eltabliſh'd cn ber 
firm. Baſis of the Allegorical and Prophetical 
Senſe of the Scriptures, is no Queſtion. - 
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— Ihe cler . reprozch you with. writing 1 
Sainſt »Chrittianity, unger the Diſguiſe of vr 
ting for it: Can't you turn quick upon them, 
| = prove that they in their Writings advance 
2 | | ſuch 
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th Principles that are, in Reaſon, and upon 
the Authority of the Fathers, deſtructive of 
all Religion. I need not direct you to this 
Proof, it being obvious, that they, upon Con- 
ſequence, may be charged with Atheiſm, and 
downright Enmity to Chriſtianity, mask'd with 
godly Pretences: Neither would 1 abſolutely. 
adviſe you to enter upon ſuch a Proof; be- 
cauſe the Clergy will bring themſelves off by 
an Acknowledgment of the Weakneſs of their. 
Underſtandings, and clearly acquit themſelves 
of all Malice and Hatred to Chriſt's Church, 
becauſe of the worldly Intereſts they reap in 
her; otherwiſe they might be taken upon Suſ- 
picion, for the worſt Ad vei ſaries to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, that ever wrote. 1 


But at them again, 1 beſeech yon, Sr, with 
your © more open Objections, ag inſt either 
the literal or allegorica! Interpretations of the 
Scciptures, Tell them plainly, that you'll be: 
lieve nothing of Chriſtianity, till they have 
made Chriſt's Meſſsabſhip clearly out, from his 
Completion of the Types and Prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament. Reproach them with their 
Apoſtacy from the Doctrine of the Primitive 
Church, concerning Prophecy: Or, it you will, 
ridicule the Fathers of the Church, after your. 
wonted Manner, for a Crew of whimſical mag- 
we Fellows, or they would never have 
orm'd ſuch Chimerical Notions on the Scrip- 
tures, which, according to the celebrated. Y. Mr. 
Dallee, have no more Solidity in them than Caſtles 
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y Of the'Uſe of the Fathers, Boak II. Chap, 3. 
* of 


1 132 ] : | 
of Curd: which little Children are w #0." make. 
Make a large Collection of their allegorical 
Whimfies, and expoſe them to the Ridicule 
and Laughter of wife Men, (for which Work 
the Fathers and I will forgive you) and then 
appeal to the World, whether our Clergy are 
not a Company of crednlous :Fools, ' to take a 
Religion upon Truſt from fuch weak, eaſy, 
fanciful, and ſuperſtitious Men, as the Apoſtles 
and Fathers of the Church were, whoſe Prin- 
ciples they are aſhamed of, and for the Ho- 
nour of their Religion, are forc'd! toi depary 

from them; Or if the Clergy diſdain to be 

calbd Foals in this Caſe; then, to mend the 

Matter, tell the World what K—3 they are, 

for Intereſt only, to adhere to a Religion; 

which they know in their Conſciences, is not 

tenable upon the Principles and Opinions of 

its firſt Founders, whom over and over again 

a confeſs to be ignorant, erroneous, and 
fau ty Men. | ATT. {198 


Vou have, Sir, 1 think, to this Purpoſe al- 
ready, with your Wit laſn'd St. Paul, St. John, 
St. Barnabas, Juſtin Mar tyr, and ſome others of 
our primitive Saints, for their allegorical and 
vnintelligible , Fancies. it was, I ſpeak it ſeri- 
ouſly, well done of you: And the Apoſtles 
and Fathers of the Church, 1 dare fay, were 
they now alive, would not blame you, but 
rather encourage you to do it much more. 
They and I only intreat you. to. ſpare the 
Holy Jeſus, and exerciſe as. little of your 
Satyr upon him and his Words, as may 
be. You was very hard upon lim for that 
his famous Saying, in St, Clement * 
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bout | his Second & Advant, which Saying 1, 
when 1 firſt. read ic, many Years fince, 1ah 


M1 
with, Veneration, and with ſo much the more, 
after 1, faw it repeated- by St. Clement of Alex 
andria; but am now in a Tranſport, upon 
underſtanding the myſtical Senſe, of it. Von, 
Sr, did amiſs, by tranſcribing and publiſhing; 
that Paſſage, much more by! ſceming to ſneer 
at it. Don't you Ke, our preſent good 4b 
biſbop of Canterbury, in Regard to the Honour 
of the Holy ' Jeſus, or in Pity to che Weak-: 
neſs of St. Clement, has expunged : that Paſc; 
ſage out of his Erglifſh Trauflations of the 
Apoſtolical Epiſtles z and, for 'alh that, is as 
much an Enemy to Mucilations, -Interpojations, 
and corrupt I ranflations of (old Authors, as 
any one can be: Therefore you, having his 
Example before you, was to blame for ex- 
poſing the ſaid Paſſage to publick View. But 
if you will make a Collection of the ridicu- 
bus Aſlertions, and Opinions of the Apoſt les 
and Fathers of the Church, 1 will aſſiſt you 
in it, and help you to expoſe them, and our 
modern Clergy, to Contempt, by the Means 
of theme. {7 io » De 


What can be more ridiculous and nauſeous, 
than the Opinion of St. Augaſn, and of 
other Fathers, that > the Four Evangiliſts were 
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1 Cum duo ctunt unum, & quod foris, ut quod in- 
tus eſt, & maſculum cum tzmina, neque Mas, neque 
izmina. Pag. 256. | 

2 At the End of St. Clement's Second Epiſtle, 

b Unde mihi videotur, qui ex Apocaly pu illr quatuor 
Animalia ad intelligendos quatuor Evangeliſtas inter- 
vetatt ſunt, De Conſenſ, Evang, Lib. I. Sf, 9. . 
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the Four Apocalyptical Beaſſs, e ful of Eye 
and behind, - I know not what Number 

of Eyes the Evangeliſt might have in their 
Heads and Backſides; but you, Sir, can't 
think they had any in their Underſtandings, 
or they would never have written ſuch Ab. 
ſurd and incoherent Stuff, that, for many Ages 
of the Church, has puzzled the Pates of the 
the Clergy, who, if they had not gotten a 
Pemy by it, would never have told ſo many 
Lies, nor have 'publiſh'd+ ſuch Diubings and 
Faraphraſes ta ſalve their Credit. _ 


Who can make a greater Bull than St. Juha, 
by calling “ an Eagle a Bea? ; for our Engliſh 
Tranſlation is Orthodox, being made by our 
pious and learned Reſormers; neither would 
our late Interpreters of St John, who, to be 
ſure are Criticks in the Greek Tongue, have let 
ſuch a Blander paſs Uncorreced, if the Word 
den did properly. ſignify any Thing elſe than 


a downright Beaſe. 4 
TEHIE, X the (37 | 


Did not St. Paul © grofly . impoſe upon the 
Underſtandings and Credulity of Men, when 
he ſaid, he had been caught up into Paradiſe, 
and beard unſpeakable Words, which it is not 
lamſul for a Mmm to utter. I wonder he did 
not tell us, whether it was a © Chariot ora 
Bsket, that he. Was taken up, and let down, 
in⸗ But he was ſo cunning and curious as 
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„ ſay, he could not tell, whether it wat ig 
+ e + Bady, or out of the Body, that he went 
r % Heaven, becauſe, it muſt needs be ver 
>. WM difficult... for him to know that, and becauſe 
„ the, Aſſertion one way or other, would, have 
„ ppoil'd che Story, and expoſed; it to the Cavils 
and Exce ptions of others. 


Met na 97:08 

0 Who can be more ignorant than St. Bare 
1 , who intimates, f that under the Goſpel 
4. of Chriſt, the Amalekizes. will be again beaten, 
azad much after tle ſame Faſhion they were 
under the Conduct of Hoſes? If St. Barnabas 
„ bad had any Skill in Hiſtory and Geography, 
% de might have known that  Amalck was an 
zur extinguiſh'd Nation * And vet St. Gregory Nyſjen 
bas no more Wit, than credulouſly to ſwallow 
dowa, this Opinion of Barnabas, and to tell us 
how, ® ,Moſes's Hands will be again lifted up 
in che Day of Battel. | 08 


No leſs ignorant is Origen himſelf, for ſay- 
ing, that the ® Moabites, and LAmmonites, would 
not be received into the Church, till the Third 
or Four ch Age of her Milderneſs State. I won- 
der in my Heart, where he imagin'd thoſe Na- 
tions, whoſe Name and Memorial is bury'd and 
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8 Sublatio Maguum Moſis ſignifcat Legis in altif- 
fimos Senfus Accotnodationem, Demiſſio vero humilem, 
terrenam & literalem Expoſi;ionem, De Fits. Moſis, 
2 . 117. RE k FF 
| * Sed hæc, qui ſciat, quid de Ammonitis & Moabi- 
tis ſcciptura dicit, qui in ret'iam, & quartam Prege- 
nic" non introibunt in Eccleliaq; Demini. In Geseſ. 
, Gxix, Hom. 5. 3 


to forgotten, 
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forgotten, wonld be then found : Hut St. 54 
rome, to ſalve the Reputation of Origen, tells 
us, (but we have more Wit than to believe 
him) that theſe-Moabites and Ammonites are i He. 
reticks and Apoſtates of the latter Times; 
and k he and other Fathers make ſuch a lively 
Repreſentation of their Prieſts, as if they had 
ſome Folks In View. 


But what more abſurd, than St. Auguſtin's I Af. 
ſertion, that the poor Woman of the Goſ. 
pal whom Satan had bow'd down, and who 
bour'd under a Spirit of Infirmity, was 3 
Type of che Church, and that this very Age 
In which we now live, is the 187% Year of her 
Infirmity, and ſhe is accordingly to be heald 
by our Jeſus. l, having ſome Regard for the 
Authority of St. Auguſtin, could not forbear 
making farther Enquiry after this Woman. 
And for want of better Authors and Hiſtori- 
ans, I examin'd the Fathers throughly; wh 
to paſs by many Particulars of her Life, tol 
me, 'ſhe now cohabited with one G OG; whe- 
ther in a conjugal or adulterous State, PII not 
ſay; but they poſitively affirm'd, that the 
Clerey of this Day are the Children of that 
- unhappy Couple. 1 could not tell how to be- 
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i Moab & Ammon juxta Tropologiam ſunt Hereti- 

Ci, qui lub Nomine Chriſti cenſentur, & vicipi magis 
* quam Habiracores Tertæ (and. fn Jerem. cp; 12. 
k Vi. Hieron. in Ezekil, cap. 25; Wt 

| Ila Mylier curvata jatelligitar figurare Eccfefſam, 

| ug 2 ſexta Myadi ætate a Captivitate Diaboli 
* Jeſus libetabi. In Pueft. 25. Dialog. 63. Cl. 
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lieve this, nor to gainſay it. But when St. Cy- 
ril of Alexandria told me, that our Clergy 
were all bow'd down to the Earth, like their 
Mother; and without any Ears, Eyes, and 
other Senſes, like their Father, then 1 deny'd 
the whole; and who would not? For our 
Clergy are as upright, ſmug and clever Fellows, 
as ever were of the Prieſthood : But for all 
this, St. Cyril ſtood to't, that they were de- 
form'd to the laſt Degree; and fine Teſtibus too, 
which was the Reaſon they could not Pro- 
pagate: And moreover, the Fathers were 
unanimouſly poſitive that our Clergy, for De- 
formity, are the Men excepted againſt, by 
the Law of Aoſes, as unqualified for the 
Prieſthood ; becauſe the Pat alon of Wiſdom, 
the Ephod of Prophecy, the Logium of the 
Law, the Urim and Thummim of Interpre- 
tation, and other ſacerdotal Veſtments, did 
no more become them, than a Saddle did a 
Sww's Back, I forbear to produce Teſtimonies 
for this Story, but I can perſuade the Fa- 
thers to vouch for every Particular of it. 
For you muſt know, Sir, that' though I have 
no Talent at the Collection, Connection and 
Application of Prophecies, like that of Biſhop 
Chandler, Dr. Clark, and Mr. Whiſton, who really 
equal, if not ſurpaſs good old Women in that Way; 
yet Lam an intimate Acquaintance of the Fathers, 
and can ſtrangely jumble their Authorities toge= 
ther; and if I nam applaud my ſelf,ir is becauſe l have 
kappen'd to live by bad Neighbouss of the Clergy. 


Such Stories and Opinions as theſe, Sir, will 
expoſe the Fathers, if not Chriſtianity it ſelf, 
to the laſt Degree, "0 allegorical Wore 
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of the Fathers, which yon have inſtanced in, 
in your Book, are not fit to be named with 
mine. But if you will ſex your Head to 
Work, you may collect a vaſt Number of 
their Abſurdities, like ro theſe; and by 2 
lively Repreſentation of them, you may make 
the Clergy to rave againſt the Fathers mote 
than vou can do, if you was to write openly; 
And if you will, you may upbraid them with 
the Story laſt rold, and leave it upon me to 
make out the Truth of it. 


And when your hand is in, why ſhould not 
you expoſe, aud make your ſelf merry with 
the Traditions of the ancient Jews, whoſe Au- 
thority the Clergy ſometimes quote, and who, 
one would think, ſhunld have had more Wit, 
but are really greater Fools than the Fathers, 
for motiftrous and incredible Stories of their 
Meſſiah ;, or they would not believe that he 
was born long ſince, and does not reveal 
himſelf, but paſſes his Time in the ® Garden 
of Eden, till Elias ſhall come to anoint him: 
Or they would not believe that the Meſſia, 
when he is manifeſted, will firſt wage o War 
with the Moeabites, (by which Name fome lat- 
ter p Jews have had the Impudence to ſtig- 
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n Quidam inter Horti Eden Delicias ævum (Mel. 
fiam ) agicare volunt cum Elia, a quo ungendus eft 
olim { #titiz - leo, cum ad Muneris ſui Adminiftre- 
ti m_ prodibit. Aud Huetrum, in Demonſ. Evas, 
P» 3 2. ; y 

o Venturum efſe Scilonem, Regem Meſſiam pugna- 
turumque contra Edomæos & Moabitas. Meyr de Gener, 
Imman. p. 10. | 

p Baſnages Hiſtory of the Jews, p. 383. . 
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matize us good Proteſtants ) and that a Star 
of Divine Light, will be the Prognoſtick of his 
coming againſt them: Or they would not be- 
lieve that the Meſſiah, at his Coming, would 
inſtitute a great and moſt ſplended 4 Feaſt, 
at which the Leviethas and Behemoth would 
be ſery'd up in Two Diſhes; and that 1A4i- 
chael the Archangel, by Sound of Trumpet, 
would invite the People to this glorious aud 
delicious Entertainment: Or they would not 
belieye, I ſay, many more ſuch like © idle 
Tales, as theſe of their Aeſſiah. I, to confeſs 
my Weakneſs ingenuouſly, had no more Senſe, 
Sir, than to take theſe Traditions upon Truſt, 
and did really think with the old Jew:, that 
the eating of Leviathan and Behemorh, ( though 
they were a Fiſh and a Beaſt of a moſt pro- 
digious Size ) would not ſo much fill our 
Bellies, as our Souls with Celeſtial and Divine 
Knowledge. When I read Part of your Book, 


I was in Hopes that you and I ſhould have 


been Two prime Gueſts at the foreſaid Princely 
Feaſt z but fince you have no Reliſh far My- 
ſteries, of which I am moſt voracious, 1 al- 
moſt deſpair of your Company; and ſo we 
will leave that Fewiſh Tradition upon tlie ſame 
Foot with the Cabaliſtical * Marriage Supper in 
St. John, of whoſe Apocalypſe you ſay, * thas 
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q bid. p. 369, 373, 374 ; 

7 Novi equidem eue inter illos qui hzc omnia alle- 
gorice explicagt, quod nempe ſub his hy perbolicis & 
catnalibus figuſis Magnitudo bonorum & Gudiorum 
celeftium ſpiritualis dombrecte. Buxſtorf, Synag. cap, 
50. p. 745. 

Rexel. xix. 17. 

Page 258. 
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it is Certainly a Maſter-piece of myſtical Prophecy, 
being 8844 As it 1s 70 in the cabal 
Style: And no. doubt but it will appear ſo, when 
Things, the moſt remote from the literal Senſe 
of the Words uſed, appear intended to be fore- 
told, and ſhall come to paſs, and by coming 
to paſs, ſhall ſhow the Senſe of the Prophecies 
contain d; therein, perhaps to the Diſappoint: 
ment of every ap tre it has bitherto had, 


Which Saying of yours does not want its 
Pungency. 


Go on therefore, Great and Brave Sir, and 
ſight and write for the Cauſe of Infidelity 
in your own Way, Reſume the Pen and 
the Sword into your Hand. Purſue your 
Blow, and I'll warrant you, you'll reduce 
the pretended Guards. of the Church to the. 
laſt Extremity. The War and the Contro- 
verſy is the moſt pleaſant, uſeful, and honourable, 


that ever any. Hera in Polemical Theology, 
was engaged in. VE ET 


. 


The Controverſy, I ſay, is pleaſaut: Not 
that it is or ought to be a Pleaſure to any 
one, to put Meg into that Rage and Paſſion, 
the Clergy ſeem io be in with you; but as in 
a State of War and Hoſtility, every great Ger 
neral, and Commander in Chief, is pleaſed to 
conſider the Straits and Diſtreſſes of his Ene- 
mies; ſo you, like a Champion of another. Sort, 
muſt of Neceſſity take Satisfaction at the poor 
Shifts of your Adverſaries. Their mean Ef- 
.forts of Reaſon muſt delight you. And their 
Flaſhes of the falſe Fire of impertinent Argu- 
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mentation muſt make you Smile. And though 
the Biſbop of Litchfield has diſcharged his great 
Blurderbuſs againſt you, you wuſt of Neceſſity 
laugh at the Conſideration, that he is fo poor 
a Mirkſman, I envy you in this Pleaſure, and 
ſhould have been glad of the like Enjoy ment 
my ſelf; to which Purpoſe 1 publiſh*d ſeveral 
Challenges upon another Queſtion ; but 'the 
Clergy being conſcious of the Advantage I had 
over them, would not engage: Butinow, whether 
they will or not, 1 will reap the Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction of ſeeing them well beaten by you; 
And this Pleaſure would be tranſporting, it it 
was not allay'd with much Pity of their Ig+ 
norance, Impertinence, and obſtinate Adherence 
to their Errors. | | 


No leſs wſeful is this Controverſy, if you can 
cure the People of their Bigotry to an Igno- 
rant, Hireling, and Anti-Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
It is long, long enough that the true Church 
has groan'd under the Charge of their Main- 
tenance, and the Yoke of their Tyranny; and 
if you, Sir, can contribute to her Relief, you'll 
be a Benefactor to Mankind. The Love that 
you bear to human Nature, and the Service 
that you, and every good Man owes to his 
Country, ſhould. prompt you to this Work, it 
their was nothing of Indignation to ſpur you 
on to it. The Argument againſt an #ireling 
Prieſthood of Man's Invention, is copious; and 
as you want not for Wit, Reaſon and Learn- 
ing to manage it; ſo. yon may dope to ſee 


good Effects of it in the Alienation of the 


carts of the People from modern Pre-chors. 
Theſe Nations have a juſt Averſion to Fa), 
an 
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and a Popiſh Prieſthood, becauſe of that cruel 
and' gr Spirit that rules in them; and 
it is a Wonder to me, that they ſhould be 
better affected to a Proteſtant Clergy, who are 
no leſs ignorant and haughty, but more ab- 


' ford and inconſiſtent in their Opinions. All 


the Good that our Preachers ſince the Refor- 
mation have done, is not fit to be mentioned 
againſt the Evils and Miſchiefs they have oc- 
caſioned to theſe Kingdoms. It was in the 
laſt Age, that the Fire and Sulphur of the 
Proteſtant Pulpits of this City did effeQually, 
what the Papiſts before attempted in vain, 
blow np the Ning and Parliament, and put the 
whole Kingdom into a Flame, to which ſuc- 
ceeding Preachers have been ever ſince admini- 


| ſtring the Fuel of FaQion and Sedition; nei- 


ther is it like to be extinguiſh'd, but upon 
ſuch Chriſtian Principles, that no Proteſtant 
Prieſt ever held, taught, or practis d. It is one 
Wonder to me, that all Men are not turn'd 
Atheiſts, under ſuch nonſenſical and incoherent 
Preachers; and another Wonder it is, that the 


human Nature is not changd into the wild 


and rapacious, upon the Examples of ſuch ir- 
rational and wolfiſh Guides: What can be ſaid 
againſt theſe Wonders ? Nothing elſe but that 
God rules in the Hearts of Men: For, human- 
ly ſpeaking, the Proſpect of the Miſeries and 
Calamities that the Prieſthood, if they were 
not hridled by Authority, would be hurrying 
Mankind into, is deplorable, But you, Sir, 
knowing better than 1 do, how to this Pur- 
Poſe to chuſe Topicks of Diſcourſe, and with 
Wit, Reaſon, and Satyr, to enlarge on _ 
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for the Benefit and Inſtruction of Mankind 


let me tell you, 


Lafily, That the Controverſy will be honox- 
rable to you, and if you can contribute to the 
Relief of Mankind, from the Oppreſſion of 
Prieſthood, the Generations to come will cele- 
brate your Praiſe. Your Work and Labour of 
Love, for the Good of human Society, will be 
had in everlaſting Remembrance. Theſe King. 
doms will loudly proclaim your Eulegies, and 
Foreign Nations will eccho and reſound them. 
Your Name and your Fame will be indelibly 
inſcrib'd, not on a Monument of Marble or 
Braſs, which is liable to the Conſumption of 
Time, but in the Hearts and Voices of the 
People, ſaying, this is the Great C "MF 
who, labouring our Deliverance from the in- 
tolerable Yoke, Burden and Tyranny of an ig- 
norant, ſlothful, and Agtichriſtian Prieſthood, 
has laid the Foundation of that“ Liberty, Eaſe 
and Tranquility we now enjoy. This is that 
illuſtrious Champion in Polemical Theology, 
who, by the Acuteneſs of his Wit, the Strength 
of his Reaſon, and the Power of his Learning, 
vanquiſh'd many Thouſands of our Babyloniſh 
Preachers, and had gain'd a compleat Victory 


over all the gods of the Uniyerſe, if the alons 


preat, wiſe, and good God of the Creation, 
had not, juſt before his Triumph, rais d a ſus 
perior Army of Prophet, Apoſtles, Fathers, My- 
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r Sic extinfta Anti-Chriſti Malitia & Impietate 
compreſſa requieſcet Orbis, qui per tot ſecula Errori 
& ſceleri nefandam pertulic zeryitutem. Laitant. In- 


fiſts, 
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| ſtiſts, Oneirocrites, Hieroglyphiſts, Mythologiſts, E 
nigmatiſts, and Parabolifts, to his Conviction ani 
Converſion; and ſo, to his more immortal” He 
nour and Renown, made of him, a moſt gle 
rious Saint, and Adyocate for the Truth | 
the Holy Jeſus: To whom be Glory for ey 
and ever; Amen. 3 8 
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